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GLORY TO YOUR REVELATION, LORD

During these joyful holidays, the greatest
commemoration is God’s revelation to humankind
through the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
God’s love with His perfection and warmth brought us
closer to God; God visited us so His pure and graceful
love would become contagious and spread to those who
are human beings like us. We no longer ask, “Who is my
neighbor?” (Luke 19:29); the revelation of Jesus, our God,
once and for all established the commandment that we
must express our love of God by loving our neighbor.

God’s revelation was the greatest news the world
received since the creation up to the birth of Jesus. It was
greater than any discovery or invention by humans,
incomparable and even unfathomable to the human mind
and comprehension. Currently in our everyday lives we
enjoy using new inventions and concepts that are
introduced. The true Christian regards these to be the
manifestation of the creative spirit given to them by God;
the same strength with which God created the universe
and humans. He gave to us His grace enabling us to
continue his creation in this world. All wisdom and power
belong to Him. God gave that power to humans so that on
the eighth day of creation humans should make worthy the
grace and power that belong to God and which weave the
glory of God. It is with this understanding that we must
look at our own creation in the “likeness of God” (Genesis
1:26). We must praise God; give Him our thanks for His
boundless creative power and for his good grace.

On the occasion of the birth and revelation of
Christ, when the celebrations bring spiritual joy to all of us,
it is necessary to reflect on what God gave us with His
revelation. Was it an ordinary visit that ended with His
ascension, or a new way of life that is an inseparable part
of our nature, from our birth until our unification with
Him in the Kingdom prepared for Christians?

First, God revealed to us His love. The Apostle
John very cleatly defines God’s nature when he says, “God
is love,” (1 John 4:8). That is the embodiment of Supreme
Power. God was incarnated so that Christians would be
like Him and find the way and the sectet that leads to the
road to humanity’s deification. We will find that road when
we honor that commandment—the first and greatest—
that Christ reminded us of: “Love your Lord God with all
your heart and soul, with all your mind, all your power”
(Mark 12:30-31). The second command is a continuation:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Only then will we be
filled with the grace that will make us God-like.

Second, God’s revelation to humankind is a
reminder of the freedom He gave to us. It is a freedom
that raises humans above mere mechanical created beings,
and who are able to recognize and select that which leads
to the road worthy of salvation. Freedom is not anarchy,
but rather it is that condition when by respecting others we
can cleanse our souls, especially by remaining free of the
chains of sin, and the threat of the death of the soul. The
first man, Adam, was unable to utilize this freedom in its



proper manner. The opposite of freedom is disobedience
to God’s will. Freedom’s reward is eternal life, while the
wages of disobedience and sinfulness is death (Romans
6:23). Christ was revealed to give us life, abundant life
(John 10:10).

Third, trust in God’s intervention and role in our
lives. Humility and modesty are expected virtues of
Christians and prods us to attribute all our discoveries and
inventions to God’s wisdom—His image that is within us.
Otherwise, arrogance and boasting distance us from that
feeling of modesty, and instead of recognizing God as the
source of our grace, talent and ability, we attribute our
accomplishments solely to ourselves, only to our skill and
ability, and our material brain. Self-confidence in human
ability, and modern-day humanism and secularism, have
greatly distanced us from God. They have removed us
from the spiritual inner world of faith. Creating new idols
on stages and screens, turn us bankrupt of moral and
family values and holiness. As Christians we cannot
perceive the world, and its new inventions, without
recognizing God’s will and power. As Christians we
cannot attribute purely to our own ability the things we
create, invent, and discover, since for Christians the source
of everything is God Himself. The revelation of Christ
reminds us of God’s eternal presence, accomplishment,
and ability. Christians cannot forget that they bear the
image of God that was given to them when God formed
man of dust from the ground, and gave His breath of life,
creating a living being, a creative being (Genesis 2:7).

On the occasion of the great holy day of God’s
revelation, let us praise our Lord’s graceful visitation—His
revelation from the modest manger. May His grace spread
into our homes so that we will be strengthened in His love,
emancipated from sin, and be worthy of our freedom.

Christ is Born and Revealed.
Glory to Your Revelation, Lord.

ARCHBISHOP OSHAGAN

Prelate

Armenian Apostolic Church of America
Eastern Prelacy

Holy Nativity 2012

Please Join Us on
Monday Evenings at 7 pm

for
ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Discussion on the Re-Opening of
Sourp Giragos Armenian Church in Turkey

Last night at Aramian Hall at Sts. Vartanantz Church, a
presentation was given by ARF members Khatchig Mouradian
and George Aghjayan regarding their recent journey to
Diyarbakir where they attended the re-opening and Badarak of

Sourp Giragos Armenian Church and took part in an academic
conference that followed.

As expected the upstairs hall was filled to capacity to hear
these two men share their stories with our community on this
historical event. Mayor Scott Avedisian, who also was present
in Turkey when this event recently took place was not able to
be present last night due to an out of town committment. We
plan to host a coffee hour after church in the near future to
have him share his personal experiences.

US Congressman David Cicilline was present and reported on
a resolution he has sponsored regarding the Return of Church
Properties Resolution, HRes 306, which we learned last
night has been placed on the House agenda for next week
http://majorityleader.gov/Floor/. It is unclear whether the
House will be taking up the resolution in its original form or in
the modified form which passed the House Foreign Affairs
Committee.

Laura Michael served as the emcee for the evening. Arch
Priest Gomidas Baghsarian offered an opening prayer.

Once the program concluded, the large crowd gathered for
coffee and dessert provided by the hosts of the evening, the
Providence ARF "Kristapor" Gomideh.

Thank you all for helping "Keep the Faith™ here in Providence.
Steve Elmasian, ARF Reporter

PROVIDENCE ARS ARAX NEWS

The ARS Arax Chapter’s newly elected executive consists of
Taline Mkrtschjan, Chairperson, Margaret Stepanian, Vice
Chairperson, Anoush Taraksian, Treasurer, Maro Nadjarian,
Secretary and Marlene Vichabian, Advisor.

The 100™ Anniversary History of the ARS in the Armenian
language has been printed and ready for distribution. If you
are interested in securing a copy the cost is $50 per book. An
English language version will be printed in the near future.
When the latter becomes available we will notify the
community.

Our annual Mother’s Day Celebration is scheduled for
Sunday, May 5, 2012 in Aramian Auditorium. Please reserve
this date. Details will follow.

Once again, we invite you to become a member of the
Armenian Relief Society Arax Chapter. Our meetings are
held once a month on a Saturday at the Church Hall. If you are
interested in joining our organization we encourage you to
contact anyone of the aforementioned executive members.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and Healthy
Happy New Year.
Margaret Stepanian

Congratulations

to our David Tikoian on his recent promotion to
the rank of Major in the Rhode State Police.
David is the son of Peter and Ann Tikoian and
the husband of Debbie Tikoian.
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2012 Board of Trustees Executive

Chairman: Mark Phillips

Vice Chairman: Jason Simonian
Treasurer: Harout Taraksian
Secretary: Margaret Stepanian

Board Members
Stephen Elmasian
Armand Kibarian

Manoushak Krikorian

Vark Markarian

Beth Pilla

Sarkis Tarpinian

Sylvia E. Varadian

Altar and Sanctuary Flowers for Christmas
were donated by The Ararat Association

Donations
Arman and Irina Gevorgyan $ 500
Michael and Satenig Palian $ 100

The following donations were made in appreciation
for receiving the Gantegh
Hratch and Rosa Darakjian $ 20

Please consider making a donation to the Sts.
Vartanantz Church Outreach Program. The
Program’s purpose is to provide financial help for
those parishioners who have fallen on hard times.
All donations should be designated for “Outreach
Program” and please note if you would like your
donation to remain anonymous.

Recent Donations to our Outreach Program

Ladies' Guild Christmas Party Donation $175
Anonymous $ 100
Mr. and Mrs. Peter B. Tikoian $ 100

in appreciation of Der Hayr's visitations

Due to rising printing costs, donations to help off-set
printing of the Gantegh would be greatly appreciated.

Parishioners

If you would like to receive your issue of the
Gantegh electronically, please forward your
email address to the Church Web Site:
info @ stsvartanantzchurch.org

Donation of Altar Candles

NEWS from the BOARD ROOM

Cash Receipts Nov 2011 2011 Total
Plate Donations $2,023 $ 23,696
Church Dues 475 26,985
Requiem Services 2,660 36,612
Youghakin 0 27,201
Funerals: Service, In Lieu 825 13,851
of Flowers & Hokejash

Stewardship 2,544 35,179
Other 1,815 53,279
Total Receipts 10,342 216,802
Total Disbursement 18,466 273,841
Excess Cash Receipts ( 8,124) (57,038)

(Disbursements)

Parishioners, Please Support Your Church

Stewardship Envelope Books for 2012 are now
available from the Office, Pongal or Lower
Church Hall.. Please obtain yours as soon as
possible. A Board of Trustees member will be
available to assist you.

The Tenkarian Family
In Loving Memory of Zaven Tenkarian

The Vichabian Family
In Loving Memory of Kevork | ichabian

Donation of Altar Flowers

Mary Fermanian, Queenie Haboian and Joyce
Houradjian
In Loving Memory of the Fermanian and Haboian
Faniilies

The Vichabian Family
In Loving Memory of Kevork 1ichabian

Spiritual Bouquet Cards are available for
Prayers for Healing
or
Prayers for the Deceased

These cards are to be sent by you to the family
indicating your intentions. They may be obtained at
the Pongal or from the Church Office. Donation for the
cards is S10 each. Please complete the appropriate
form with the requested information so that Der Hayr
may offer Silent Prayers for the individual(s) during the
appropriate time during the Divine Liturgy.




If you and your family would like to host the
Sunday Fellowship following Church Services,
please call the Church Office at 831-6399 to
reserve a specific Sunday in memory of a loved one
or in celebration of a special occasion.

REQUIEM SERVICE

January 1
Charles and Mary Apkarian; Anna and Hagop Baronian; Rose

O. Dolbashian; Mary Goshgarian; Paul Kanarian; Araxie
Kasparian; Elizabeth Kematjian; Anne M. Kimatian;KThomas
Krikorian; George Marashian; Vartanoush Melkonian and
Virginia Emerian; Karnick and Grace Ohanian; John
Panosian; Joseph Rafaelian; Margaret Sahagian; Mary Marie
Sarkisian; Rose Sarkisian; Kamyk Simonian; Steven
Stepanian; Sarah Surabian; Margaret Zorabedian

January 8

Ann and Jake Avakian; Margaret and John Donabedian;
Aroussiag Garabedian; Mary Hajian; Partog and Mariam
Karolian and Krikor and Sulton Topalian; Sarkis Kibarian;
Esber, Zabel, Nellie and Popkin Krekorian;Dickran Manasian;
Yeghia Stepanian; Arthur Ardashes and Hovannes John
Takian; Elizabeth Tevekelian; Sarkis and Parnag Topalian,
Baidzar Samerjian, Paul Karamanjian and George Kachijian
January 15

Garabed Charles Arakelian; Vartouhie and Anthony
Donabedian; Penelope Ann Giragosian; Victoria Hagopian;
Marion Malian; Edward Malikian; Sherry Bedrosian
Micheletti

January 22

Satenig Donabedian; Isobel Harmaian; Vartanoush and
Manoog Kaprielian; Charles Kinoian; Alice Siranoosh and
Donabed Kinoian; Diane Adoian Michaud; Vartouhe Odian;
Sarkis Oundjian; Vahram Samuelian and John, Nevart and
Arshalouys Donabedian; Rupen Taraksian

January 29

Albert Avedissian; Ruben E. Krekorian; Haigouhe Madarentz;
Marie Masdanian; Sarkis Nahabedian;Sarkis Peligian; Sarkis
Polian; Agnes Sahagian

February 5

Avedis and Nancy Alahverdian; Aris Baligian and Iskouhe
Tuktukian; Virginia Giragosian; Vartkes Harootunian;
Archbishop Hrant Khatchadourian; Hagop "Jack™ Markarian;
Elizabeth Sarkisian; George Tomasian, Sr.; Pailoon Torigian
February 12

Sirpouhi , Yervant and Hagop Jack Hagopian; Marc G.
Jabagjorian; Vartkes Kaprielian; Yakout and Simon Kibarian
and Ann Nahigian; Harriet and Nazar Maynazarian; Rose
Saraf; Satenig Stepanian; Nurik and Noubar Taraksian;Anna
and Souren Yeremian

February 19

Lulu and Albert Abbey; Noyemzar Alexanian; Kurken
Ayvasian; Maria Czbanowski, and Horopig and Albert
Rustelli; Kachig Garabedian; Sarkis and Khatoon Garabedian;
Archalois Kabakian and Hagop Pashaian; Sarkis Kashmanian;
Angelina Kibarian; Charles Manoogian and Laura Harotian;
Aris, Haig and Arax Missakian and Melidos and Christine
Najarian; George Mouradjian; Yeghsa Ogasian; Lucille
Peterson; Beatrice Tateosian; Esquhie and Hagop Toumasian

February 26
Deceased Clergy of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic

Church; Benefactors and Deceased Members of the ARS
“Arax” and “Ani” Chapters; Nazenik Akalarian; Guy and
Sarah  Asadorian; Harry Barsoian; Krikor, Mariam,
Vartanoush, Bedros and Mariam Bedrosian; Harry Derderian;
Kevork Hajaian; John H. Harootunian; Kerop Jabagjorian;
Semon Johnson; Malina Kevorkian and Elizabeth Birkner;
Vartan, Margaret and Giovanna Marabian, and Lillian
Kuzirian; Suzane Najarian; Boghos Paul Sahagian; Kaloust
and Takouhi Terzian; Rose Zorabedian; Sara and Ralph
Zorabedian

Sacramental Events

Matrimony
Levon Ayriyan
&
Elena Sorokina
Exchanged the vows of Holy Matrimony
on December 10, 2011
Best Man: Artur Ayriyan

Attention
Deadline for the submission of articles, pictures etc.
to the Gantegh for publication is the 15th of the
month prior to the issue. Please adhere to the
deadline and email your submissions
[alice@stsvartanantzchurch.org] as this facilitates the
editing process. Thank you for your cooperation.

Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees

Attention
Please note that the Church's Email Address has
changed to:
info@stsvartanantzchurch.org

Calendar of Events

Jan 3 Armenian Historical Assoc. of RI at 7:30pm
@ former Armenian Euphrates Evangelical
Church, 13 Franklin St. Providence

Jan 5 Armenian Christmas Eve Services
Jan 6 Armenian Christmas Services
Jan 7 Holy Communion for Armenian & Sunday

School Children and Adults 10 am
Jan 20 CEC Family Night -- "Life after Death"
Jan 28 AYF~YOARF "Varantian Ball" at
West Valley Inn Dinner 6 pm Dance 9 pm
Feb 19 Vartanantz Day Celebration
May 5 ARS "Arax" Chapter Annual Mother's Day
Dinner Aramian Auditorium
May 9-12 NRA Convention at the Crowne Plaza
May 11 NRA Convention Banquet @ Crowne Plaza
July 14 TLadies' Guild/ARS "Ani" Chapter present
"A Hye Summer Night"




Armenian Historical Association of Rhode Island

cordially invites you to attend a special meeting

Tuesday, January 3, 2012 at 7:30 pm

at our new headquarters in the
former Armenian Euphrates Evangelical Church

13 Franklin Street
(please use the parking lot entrance)

Bring your ideas, suggestions and support!

For more information, please contact
Ramon Zorabedian 401-884-6626
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Schedule for Armenian Christmas

Armenian Christmas Eve Services
Thursday, January 5, 2012
Beginning at 6:30 pm

Armenian Christmas Services
Friday, January 6, 2012
Beginning at 9:30 am
Godfather of the Cross
Armen Eg]:nian

Holy Communion

for Armenian & Sunday School Children and Adults
Saturday, January 7, 2012 10am



Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church

c%c Christian Education Committee c%c

Family Night Series

Begin your new year with an evening of fellowship for the whole family!

Life After Death

Speaker: Archpriest Rev. Fr. Gomidas Baghsarian

What happens to our soul at the moment of death? What role does our body have in
eternity? What will our life be like in eternity? When will we be judged? How will we
be judged?

While much of our life beyond this world is a mystery, both Scripture and writings from
the early Church Fathers provide a window into the answers to many of these questions.
The Church Fathers wrote with a consistency and conviction that challenges many of the
contemporary views on life after death. This evening will provide a unigue opportunity to
both learn about the rich Church tradition in this area and to ask questions on this topic.

Father Gomidas, who received his Master of Arts in Theology from Providence College in
May of 2011, wrote an extensive thesis on this subject. We are delighted that he has
agreed to share the months of research, reflection, and writing that he has completed on
this topic — a topic that is of importance for all Christians. Please join us for a wonderful
evening!

Friday, January 20, 2012
Dinner: 6 p.m. (lower hall)
Presentation: 7:00 p.m.

There is no charge for dinner or the program
RSVP appreciated but not required

Special Children’s Program

We invite children of all ages to join us for a fun filled Game Night.

For more information or to RSVP, contact Debra Nazarian at 232-2051



Providence

AYF-YOARF
“Varantian” Ball

January 28" 2012

West Valley Inn
4 Blossom St. West Warwick, RI

Dinner will be served promptly at 6 PM in order to enable enough
time for band to perform.
Dance begins at 9 PM

Entertainment provided by the Harry Bedrossian Ensemble

Dinner and Dance: $30 for Adults
$20 for AYF Seniors
$15 for AYF Juniors
Dance Only: $20

For reservations, please contact:
Annie Dairbi (401) 854-6600 — or Talene Taraksian (401) 230-0021

emails can be sent to varantianball@gmail.com

Please reserve your tickets in advance so we can guarantee a
dinner is reserved for you.



Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees
wish everyone a
very Happy and Healthy New Year

m

"FOLLOW THE STAR"
this year's Christmas Pageant







Congratulations
to
Jason Pjojian, Levon Zobian and Alex Bedrosian
on their receiving the Peter "Doc" Bedrosian Award.
This award is annually presented at the Men's Club

Children's Christmas Party to those individuals who
have achieved excellence in athletics.

ARS Senior Citizens Christmas Party
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