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From Der Hayr's Desk ... 
 

 The season of Advent, which began for us on 

November 27th, is a special time for us to prepare 

our hearts for the upcoming celebration of the birth 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Traditionally, 

it is a time to draw closer to our Lord through 

prayer, meditation, reflection, and charity.  But it is 

also a time that our hearts should be filled with the 

joyous anticipation of the celebration of the 

Advent, or coming, of Jesus.   

 The circumstances of daily life, however, can 

sometimes distract us and dampen our joy.  And 

the demands put on us by ourselves and others, not 

to mention all the extra responsibilities that go 

along with preparing for our Christmas celebration, 

can drain us of the true excitement that we should 

have in our hearts.  Through their example, young 

children remind us of the joy we should all feel as 

we approach the celebration of the birth of our 

Lord.  A child’s excitement over their beautifully 

wrapped gift and their love and thankfulness to the 

sender of the gift is captivating.   

 Is this the joyous anticipation that we have in 

our hearts when we prepare to celebrate the 

occasion when "The Word became flesh and 

made His dwelling among us." ? (John 1:14)  It 

certainly was Mary's reaction when Jesus was in her  

 

 

womb. While visiting her relative Elizabeth, she 

sang an incredible song of joy for the favor she had 

found with God. (Luke 1:46-55)  Mary was 

overjoyed that our Heavenly Father had blessed 

her, through the Holy Spirit, to have His son living 

in her.   

 In a similar way, we are also blessed by our 

Heavenly Father through the Holy Spirit.  Our faith 

is a gift that comes to us through the Holy Spirit,  

(1 Corinthians 12:3) and by accepting this gift Jesus 

lives in each of our hearts.  Just as Mary accepted 

the gift from our Heavenly Father (Luke 1:38), we 

also accepted the gift of our Heavenly Father when 

we confessed Jesus as our Lord and Savior.   

 It is easy for us to see how blessed Mary was to 

have Jesus living in her womb.  But do we see how 

blessed we are to have Jesus living in our hearts?  

This is a question for us to meditate and reflect on 

during Advent.  And as we reaffirm our answer to 

this question with a resounding "yes", our 

celebration of the nativity of our Lord will be filled 

with the pure joy of a young child.   

 May this season of Advent lead each of us to a 

Christmas celebration that is filled with a renewal 

and refreshment in our hearts of the loving grace of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  



Our Sunday School News 
 As this year has been deemed "The Year of 

Service," the Sunday School decided to focus on 

service with the children.  This is the second 

year that we are donating our children's weekly 

collections for the Syrian Relief. However, this 

year we delved deeper into this cause by 

highlighting some specific children and the 

difficulties they face.  Our first monthly family 

breakfast of the year focused on this cause. 

The breakfast began with a guest speaker, 

Minar Tarpinian, who grew up in Syria and 

explained that these Armenian children in Syria 

may look like us, but they and their families are 

being faced with extreme difficulties. These 

difficulties have forced them to leave their 

homes and their schools and all of the things 

that we take for granted here in this country. 

After the speaker was done with her 

presentation, the children and their families 

made "giving jars" which they took home and will 

use to put money aside for this cause. These 

jars are meant to be a special reminder of all of 

the Armenian children of Syria and how they all 

need our help. 

 In addition to these jars, we incorporated 

another fun craft to focus on this cause.  On 

two Friday evenings in October, our children 

came together to enjoy pizza and to make 

necklaces. They made over 100 Cross necklaces. 

Each of these necklaces holds a special cross 

that was imported from Armenia as a reminder 

that they are doing God's work for His glory. 

These necklaces were sold at our Armenian Fest 

and are continuing to be sold after church.  Each 

cross necklace is being sold for $20 with all 

proceeds going to the Armenian children of 

Syria. (The Sunday School donated all of the 

supplies to make the necklaces.)    

 We set up a booth at Armenian Fest, which 

included a special backdrop displaying some of 

the children who have been affected by this 

disaster. We also had a collection box for people 

who just wanted to give and not purchase a 

necklace. Several children helped out at the 

booth over the course of the weekend. By the 

end of the weekend, the Sunday School had 

raised $1,500.00 for the Armenian children of 

Syria. This money is already on its way to the 

children, and we look forward to sending 

additional funds as we continue to sell the 

remaining necklaces. Thank you all for your 

support!   

  Yn. Debra Nazarian, Sunday School Director 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Please Join Us  
for Adult Bible Study 

 on Monday Evenings at 7 pm 

One of Yeretzgeen 
Debbie's many 

assistants at Armenian 
Fest, Peter, makes the 

first sale of an 
Armenian Cross 

necklace to benefit 
the Armenian children 
of Syria to Senator 
Sheldon Whitehouse 

 



Scenes from Armenian Fest 2016 

          

       

    

    

Thank you to all the hard working volunteers who helped to make this                     

event possible and another wonderful success! 



VETERAN'S DAY OBSERVANCE 
Armenian Memorial Monument 

This year's honoree was PFC Andrew Kevorkian 
 

 
 

HOURY GEBESHIAN,  
1ST FEMALE ARMENIAN  

OLYMPIC GYMNAST---RIO 2016 
HELD A MEET AND GREET WITH OUR 
COMMUNITY AT SONIA'S NEAR EAST 
MARKET & DELI ON NOVEMBER 11TH 

   

 

 

 
ARMENIAN RELIEF SOCIETY  

“ANI”  CHAPTER NEWS    
DECEMBER   2016 

 

The  ARS “ANI” Chapter would like to thank all 
those who attended or donated funds for the ARS 
“Soseh” Kindergarten New School Building in 
Artsakh.  The fundraiser was held in June at the 
University Club. It was the wish of the chapter to 
help with this large project being sponsored by the 
ARS Central Executive. 
     

A total of $12,216.00 was raised. Included in this 
sum are the following special donations. 
 
ARS “ANI” Chapter, Root for a Tree - $5,116.00  

Lynne Markarian, Root for a Tree - $5,000.00 

Nancy & Mark Tavitian, Branch for a Tree - $1,500.00  

Ken and Sandra Bogosian, Leaf for a Tree - $200.00  

Kaprielian Family, Leaf for a Tree - $200.00  

Pauline and Ara Getzoyan, Leaf for a Tree - $200.00  
 
Thank you again. Wishing you all A Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 
 



Altar Candles 
 

Mrs. Noreen Melikian LaFazia & Grandson Alec  
       In Loving Memory of Stephen LaFazia 
 

Mrs. Joan Mesrobian & Family 
       In Loving Memory of John M. Mesrobian on the occasion 
 of his 40th Day Remembrance 
  

Altar Flowers 
 

Mrs. Shirley Derderian and Family  
       In Loving Memory of Manoog and Nevart Atamian 
 

Mrs. Joan Mesrobian & Family 
       In Loving Memory of John M. Mesrobian on the occasion 
 of his 40th Day Remembrance 

 

Sts. Vartanantz Church 
Outreach Fund 

 
 

Please consider making a donation to the  
Sts. Vartanantz Church Outreach Fund. This 
program’s purpose is to provide financial help 
for those parishioners who have fallen on hard 
times. All donations should be designated for the 
“Outreach Fund." Also, please note if you would 
like your donation to remain anonymous. 
 

Recent Donations 
 

Zevart and Arlene Hourdajian    $100 
 In loving memory of Gladys Fermanian 
 

Donations  
 

Mrs. Joyce Yeremian     $500 
 In Appreciation for Raffle Winnings 
 

Anonymous       $  20 
 In Honor of All Who Have and All Who 
 Currently Serve our Country in the 
 Armed Forces 
 

For the ENDOWMENT FUND by: 
Mrs. Joyce Yeremian             $5,000 
 In Honor of Der Gomidas and Yn. Joanna 
 

For the SUNDAY SCHOOL by: 
His Wife, Vartouhy Cheteyan Kurkjian   $250 
 In Memory of Dr. John Kurkjian 
 

 

Gantegh Donations 
 

Irene Cloutier       $ 30 
 

Water Fountain Donation 
In response to our appeal 
in last month's Gantegh, an 
anonymous donation of 
$1,000 was made to cover 
the expenses associated 
with the purchase and 
installation of the new 
water fountain outside the 
Armenian and Sunday 
School classrooms. Der 

Hayr and the Board of Trustees very much 
appreciate the donor's generosity. May God 
continue to bless them. 
 

The Ararat Association 
has once again very kindly donated  

to the following organizations: 
 

 Sunday School $1,100 

 Mourad Armenian School $1,100 

 Senior Citizens $   850 

 Gantegh $   100 

 AYF Seniors $   300 

 AYF Juniors $   300 

 Men's Club $   200 

 Homenetmen $   300 

 Children's Bible Camp $   250 

 Hamazkayin $   600 
 

Armenian Fest Raffle Winners 
 

First Prize -- $2,000.....................Joyce Yeremian  
 

2nd Prize -- $100 Macy's GC...........Jen Thomas 
 
3rd Prize -- $100 Game Stop GC...Doug Lecuivre 
 

50 Powerball  Tickets................Arax Missakian 
 

Jack-Pot Scratch Tickets......Pauline Derderian  
 

Special Raffle 55" TV..............Irene Mikitarian 
 

Parishioners 
If you would like to receive your issue of the 
Gantegh electronically, please forward your email 
address to the Church Website: 

info@stsvartanantzchurch.org 
This would help to defray our costs greatly. 

We appreciate your consideration. 
 

mailto:info@stsvartanantzchurch.org


Spiritual Bouquet Cards 
are available for 

Prayers for Healing or Deceased 
 

These cards are to be sent by you to the family 
indicating your intentions.  They may be obtained at 
the Pangal or from the Church Office.  Donation for 
the cards is $10 each. Please complete the appropriate 
form with the requested information so that Der Hayr 
may offer Silent Prayers for the individual(s) at the 
appropriate time during the Divine Liturgy. 
 

 

If you and your family would like to host the 
Sunday Fellowship following Church Services, 
please call the Church Office at 401-831-6399 to 
reserve a specific Sunday in memory of a loved 
one or in celebration of a special occasion. 
 

Requiem Services 
 

December 4 
Byron Barsamian; Artin & Satenik Bardizbanian, Ara, 
Vartanoosh, Ara and Mida Berberian, and Armenoohi 
Najarian; Albera Barmazian; Dr. Samuel and Rose 
Barsamian; Edward, Anna, and Hagop Bohigian; Eliza 
Dedeian; Jouhar and Sahag Engustian; Peter Hajian; 
Norire Kanarian; Harry and Beverly Kashmanian; Michael 
Makokian; Arthur Najarian; Sarkis Sarkisian; Kevork 
Vichabian 
 

December 11 
John Basmajian; Louise Boyajian; Sarkis Danayan; Aram 
DerManouelian; Stephan, Gulbig and Gladys Fermanian 
and Harry Haboian; Sarkis Khanishian; Aaron Kizirian; 
Siranoush Krikorian; Sarkis & Helen Kroian and Martin & 
Berjoohi Kooyumjian; Harootune, Antaram, Michael, 
Alice and Mark "Markar" Markarian; Zaven Tenkarian; 
Hagop, Janneh, and Anahid Torosian and Garabed, 
Yerchanouhi and Garo Sinanian; Edward B. Woods and 
Kent Smith  
  

December 18 
Andrea Abate; George K. Adoian; Jirair Aharonian; Robert 
Avakian; Alberta Bedigian; Warren G. Dolbashian; 
Kevork, Lucia, Sarah and Michael Eghian and Asadoor 
and Takouhi Simonian; Manoog and Araxie Elmasian; 
Mary Engustian; Zarouhy Garabedian; Baizar, Hagop and 
Garabed Kambourian and Victoria Arnavoudian; Nishan 
and Araxe Kefeyan; Kevork, Hagop and Hripsema 
Keshijian, Hagop Minassian, and Aroussiag and Hagop 
Tashjian; John and Katherine Magarian and Mary 
Zorabedian; David Marabian; Eva Sahagian; Cynthia 
Shartzer 
 

December 25 
Hagop and Maryam Akalarian and Nishan and Berjoohi 
Tateosian; Elizabeth Adanalian Boyajian; Donabed 

Cheteyan, Satenig Cheteyan Garabedian and Shnorick 
Cheteyan Aleksanian; Shoshan Derderian; Paul Kanarian; 
Araxie Kasparian; Elizabeth Kematjian; Stephen LaFazia; 
Maria Mkrtschjan; Karnick and Grace Ohanian; Julie 
Kaprielian Postoian; Rose Sarkisian; Kamyk Simonian; 
Sarah Surabian; Rosa and Frank Zorabedian Jr. 
 

January 1 
Charles and Mary Apkarian; Rose Dolbashian; Antranig 
"Tony" Giragosian; Mary, Paul and Zartig Goshgarian, and 
Hripseme and Melkon Boranian; Anne Kimatian; George 
Marashian; Vartanoush Melkonian and Virginia Emerian; 
John Panosian; Gilbert Pinto; Bedros, Sharbel, and 
Vartouhie Shamlian, and Alice, Takhror, and Shnorick 
Bashian; Steven Stepanian; Roupen Zeytoundjian; 
Margaret Zorabedian 
 

January 8 
Lucy Arakelian Kanarian; Vartouhie and Anthony 
Donabedian; Aroussiag Garabedian; Penelope Ann 
Giragosian; Victoria Hagopian; Partog and Mariam 
Karolian, and Krikor and Sulton Topalian; Sarkis Kibarian; 
Marion Malian 
 

January 15 
Deceased Armenians of the Baku Massacres; Martha 
Aramian; Ann and Jake Avakian; Oppie Bedrosian; Mary 
Hajian; Esber, Zabel, Nellie and Popkin Krekorian;          
K. Thomas Krikorian; Edward Malikian; Dickran 
Manasian; Yeghia Stepanian; Arthur Ardashes and 
Hovannes John Takian 
 

January 22 
Harry Bedrossian; Isobel Harmaian; Charles Kinoian; 
Siranoosh and Donabed Kinoian; Avedis Mahdesian; 
Diane Adoian Michaud; Sherry Bedrosian Micheletti; Alice 
Dasdagulian Mildner; Vartouhie Odian; Sarkis Oundjian; 
Vahram and Rose Samuelian and John, Nevart and 
Arshalouys Donabedian; Rupen Taraksian 
 

January 29 
Deceased Clergy of the Prelacy; Sosik Arakelian; Albert 
Avedissian; Satenig Donabedian; Alice Guglielmino; 
Vartanoush and Manoog Kaprielian; Siranouche 
Kevorkian; Ruben E. Krekorian; Haigouhe Madarentz; 
Marie Masdanian and Sarkis Polian; Rose Menissian; Sarkis 
Nahabedian; Sarkis Peligian; Agnes Sahagian 
 

Eternal Rest  
 

Gladys V. Garabedian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on November 4, 2016 

 

Fortieth Day Remembrance 
 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 

Gladys V. Garabedian 
will be said on December 4, 2016 



A Special Note of Thanks 
The entire church community knows how appreciative 
families are to our Hokejash Ministry volunteers for 
their devoted service during times of grief. We received 
the following note which beautifully expressed this 
sentiment and thought it appropriate to share: 
 

"Dear Ones, Thank you to each one of you for 
preparing the funeral luncheon for dear Gladys 
(Garabedian). It was a tender time of remembrance 
as we gathered together with family and friends. 
The food was delicious and the warm loving 
kindness which was shown to us demonstrated the 
love of Christ. Blessings to you, Armen & Denise" 

 

Please visit our website at 
http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org 

 

for information regarding our Sunday and 
Armenian Schools, Church organizations, 

upcoming events, as well as general information 
regarding our Church 

 

Calendar of Events   
 

 

Dec. 3  ARF Day Celebration 
 Harbor Lights Marina & Country Club 
 Cocktails 5:30 pm -- Dinner 6:30 pm 
 

Dec. 9   ARS Sr. Citizens Christmas Party 
  Twelve Acres Restaurant at 12 noon 
 

Dec. 11  Sunday School Family Breakfast   
 Promptly at 9:45 am  

  Sunday School Christmas Pageant 

  Men’s Club Children’s Christmas 

  Party (snow date is December 18th) 

  ARS "Arax" Bake Sale 
 

Dec. 24  Traditional Candle Light 
  Christmas Eve Services 7:00 pm 

2017 
Jan. 5 Armenian Christmas Eve Services 
 6:30 pm 
 

Jan. 6   Armenian Christmas --- Divine 
 Liturgy -- 10:30 am 
 

Jan.  7  Holy Communion for Armenian  
 & Sunday School Children & Families 
 10:00 am 
 

Jan. 21  Providence AYF V-Ball 
 Venus de Milo 
 
 
 

 

Attention 
Please note that the deadline for the submission 
of articles, pictures etc. to the Gantegh for 
publication is the 15th of each month to be 
included in the next issue. Please adhere to the 
deadline and email your submissions to 
pauline@stsvartanantzchurch.org.  
Your assistance is greatly appreciated! 

 

My Journey Back to Church 
 I believe that I, like some parishioners, would 
only attend church services on holidays and for 
remembrances, christenings, weddings, and the like. 
However, during the last month of my wife, Madlen's, 
life, both Der Gomidas and Der Kapriel would come 
to visit my home. During these visits we would pray 
for my wife. 
 We would sit for hours talking about a wide 
range of subjects. I had, for the first time other than 
briefly in church or at events, a chance to realize how 
truly wonderful these men of God are...and what they 
meant to me in my time of sorrow. When the time 
came for my wife to join God in heaven, they helped 
to console my family, and certainly me, during our 
time of grief and sorrow. There is no easy way to live 
through this emotional time. But, through both Der 
Hayrs, and faith in God, my family and I tried to 
remain strong. 
 The healing process is an ongoing part of life, and 
we live through it every day. Approximately a week 
or so after my wife passed, I visited Der Gomidas in 
his office to thank him and was greeted with love, 
hugs, kisses, and kindness, as was typical of him. I 
asked Der Hayr what I could do to give back to him 
and the church. Well, Der Hayr escorted me to the 
kitchen. I remember the smells as they were 
preparing the meechig. He asked if I would like to 
help with the bazaar preparations.  
 Well, as they say, the rest is history. The ladies all 
embraced me, and I felt a genuine love by all. I felt a 
renewed spirit in being part of my church that I never 
had felt before. I was introduced to some amazing 
people. Now, I cannot miss a Sunday without feeling 
guilty, so I do not. 
 In conclusion, out of a tragedy came a purpose for 
me: to become an example for others to know that 
there are many wonderful people here to help you if 
you only reach out. If I can help another parishioner 
by writing this letter about my experience with the 
church, I will feel truly blessed. 

Sincerely, 
Paul B. Chobanian 

 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org/


MEN'S CLUB NEWS 

 
The Sts. Vartanantz Church Men's Club prepared 
the grounds of the Armenian section of the 
Oakland Cemetery last month for the upcoming 
winter, as leaves were falling on the newly 
mowed and raked earth that has seen a 
renaissance take place starting in the early 
spring of this year.  

A total of 550 lawn bags have been filled by men 
and women of all ages who all shared the same 
passion. That was to make this place better than 
it was. "Not in our backyard" was the motto. 

Those involved got to know the stones in the 
cemetery as if they were alive. Aghabab Kalunian 
(20), Maria Zorabedian (13) and Hovaness 
Krikorian (4) are just some of the souls buried at 
Oakland Cemetery. Volunteers met people 
visiting their families, both Armenian and non-
Armenian, all of whom offered encouragement. 

They lifted fallen stones and removed a pile of 
wood that would keep a fireplace glowing all 
winter long. 

A mass grave blessing was organized and 
received coverage in the local newspapers and 
on Channel 12. The group learned about 
historical cemeteries and created a list of well 
over 200 Armenians resting there. Everyone 
involved made new friends and all feel a special 
bond and a good feeling that they have done 
something right.  

Right after Thanksgiving, a group of men and one 
woman kept the pledge the Men's Club made to 
keep a stretch of road on Fruit Hill Ave. in North 
Providence clean by picking up about three large 

bags of trash totaling about 60 pounds. This task 
is carried out every spring and fall. 

The Men's Club Annual Christmas Dinner and 
Party is on Sunday, December 11th following the 
Christmas Pageant. Details are in this issue of the 
Gantegh.  

On Friday, December 16th, the Men's Club will be 
feeding the homeless at the Providence Rescue 
Mission located at 627 Cranston St.  All are 
welcome to join in. It's the season of giving, and 
people are struggling to get by at shelters such as 
this. They are always so appreciative of the food 
being served. No one leaves hungry and none of 
the funds come from the Men's Club. The 
members who serve are the same ones who 
cover the costs. There have been generous 
people and groups that have helped sponsor 
meals in the past and for that the Men's Club is 
thankful. 

The Men's Club plans to honor qualified 
high school seniors with the following 
awards during the Annual Christmas 
Party: 
 

 Souren Mouradjian Memorial Arts 
Achievement Award 
 Qualifications: 
1. High School Senior 
2.  Active member of the church and/or the  
 youth organizations (AYF/Homenetmen) 
3.  Does well academically 
4.  Is involved in an art type program. Examples  
 include but are not limited to art, music,  
 dance, etc. 
 

 Peter "DOC" Bedrosian Athletic  
Achievement Award 
 Qualifications: 
1.  High School Senior 
2.  Active member of the church and/or the  
 youth organizations (AYF/Homenetmen) 
3.  Does well academically 
4.  Participates on a varsity level team at their 
 school 
 

The Men's Club is counting on you to provide 
them with qualified names. Plaques will need 

to be ordered in advance so please reply as 
soon as possible so they can plan accordingly. 



ARS Youth Connect Held in 
Boston November 5th  

to Rave Reviews! 
 

 

Rhode Island youth were well-represented at the Youth 
Connect event. Following are reviews from two of our 
attendees this year. 
 
 

 

 
Ani Comella 
 It was a brisk fall morning when some 50 Armenian 
youth packed into a classroom at The Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) for the ARS Youth 
Connect Program (YCP). This being the first YCP I had 
attended, I wasn't quite sure what to expect. We started the 
day off by introducing ourselves, stating our names along 
with what we were studying at our respective schools. To 
my surprise, several attendees had come from California, 
Detroit and D.C. for this event. It was certainly 
empowering listening to how intelligent and well-rounded 
my fellow Armenian college students are. The list of 
majors and minors overwhelmed me, but in the best way 
possible. This small exercise was great momentum for the 
rest of the program.  
 The speakers included Steve Kurkjian, George 
Aghjayan, Taleen Mardirossian, and human rights lawyer 
and activist Gaye Ozpinar who spoke on a variety of 
topics that had us engaged from the morning till the early 
evening. Three-time Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative 
reporter for the Boston Globe, Steve Kurkjian, spoke about 
his works and shared a powerful anecdote from when he 
traveled to Western Armenia. Kurkjian shared that during 
his visit, his guide pointed to one of the houses in a small 
village and told him that Armenians must live there. He 
asked the guide how he could be so sure, and he 
responded that it was because their windows were open. 
Among all the Turks and Kurds living there, Armenians 
are the only ones with blinds and windows open. He 
explained this was because we are known for our 
generosity. Just like these windows, our arms are open as 
well, always welcoming and helping someone. I 
immediately thought of my grandparents’ home in 
Providence. The front of the house had a huge window 
showcasing the home for anyone to see. I used to wonder 

why the blinds were never closed and how privacy was not  
a concern for them. However, after listening to Kurkjian's 
words, everything pieced together.  My grandparents, Betty 
and Vartkes Kaprielian, were the most selfless people I’ve 
ever known. They truly lived to serve everyone around 
them any way they could. Although they have passed, I see 
so much of them in my mom and the rest of their children 
whom I am blessed to have as my aunts and uncles. 
Generosity is rare to come by in this day and age, but 
thanks to my family and my heritage I know that it has 
become instilled in me.  
 This type of moment is the essence of why we as 
Armenian youth continually attend these events. The 
members of our community can provide us with 
knowledge that we can never find in a textbook, a lab, or 
on a blackboard. It is these words of wisdom, these lessons 
and lectures, that are most valuable to our education and 
self discovery. I highly encourage everyone to sign up for 
the next ARS Youth Connect Program. As Kurkjian 
emphasized, it is our responsibility as Armenians to turn 
our “roots of sorrow” into “seeds of hope.” 
 

Anna-Marie Danayan 
 The 2016 ARS Youth Connect Program was full of 
excitement! About 50 Armenian students from the Eastern 
and Western United States and Canada participated in the 
program held at MIT in Boston. The program was 
organized by the ARS Eastern United States and co-
sponsored by the MIT Armenian Society. It was directed 
by Henry S. Khanzadian, a visiting Professor at CSU in 
Fresno and Dr. Khatchig Mouradian who welcomed us 
with opening remarks. There were speakers who lectured 
about Armenian identity and recent developments in 
Turkey. Workshops were conducted on Armenian 
genealogy and Armenian folk dance. The program’s title, 
“Roots and Wings,” was very inspiring as we learned from 
each other and shared information about where our 
ancestors are from. Even though we all came from 
different parts of Armenia, we each had a common 
interest; we wanted to learn more about our roots.  
 One of the speakers, Stephen Kurkjian, an 
investigative reporter for the Boston Globe and the son of an 
Armenian Genocide survivor, shared his father’s memories 
of Erzerum. One of the things Kurkjian said that stood 
out to me was that the Armenian genocide is our 
“birthmark; it makes us who we are, it is part of our 
identity and it makes us unique from other nationalities.” 
Kurkjian ended his lecture by emphasizing the idea that 
young Armenians must turn their “roots of sorrow” into 
“seeds of hope.” Another speaker was George Aghjayan, 
an author of multiple articles on the demographics of 
Armenian villages and towns. He discussed how DNA 
testing works and how useful it is to learn more about our 
roots. Aghjayan provided us with several websites that can 
help us with our search for our ancestors. He encourages 
us to make our own family tree which we can pass on to 
our future generations. Gaye Ozpinar, a co-chair of the 



Peoples’ Democratic Party of Turkey and human rights 
lawyer and activist, talked about recent developments in 
Turkey. Born and raised in Turkey, Ozpinar presented a 
brief history of the country. She discussed the Kurdish 
movement which has been gaining momentum in Turkey 
in recent years. Gaye helped us understand the factors 
behind the current issues in Turkey and the struggles of 
the ruling regime. The final workshop was by Taleen 
Mardirossian, an attorney from Los Angeles who is 
currently pursuing an MFA in creative writing at Columbia 
University. Taleen taught us two dances: Msho Khr and 
the Karno Kochari. The most exciting part of this 
workshop was that we entertained a newlywed couple by 
teaching them our dances. It was a memorable experience both 
for us and for them. 
 The ARS Youth Connect Program was a success and 
the experience was unforgettable. It was amazing to 
connect with old friends and make new ones. I will 
definitely attend the next ARS Youth Connect Program 
and highly recommend others to attend as well, whether 
it’s in New York or Boston. It was very enjoyable to see 
the youth interacting with these speakers and challenging 
them with questions.  
 

ANC-RI NEWS 

RI Secretary of State Nellie Gorbea 

Honors Ani Haroian as 2016 

Medallion Award Recipient 
 
PROVIDENCE, R.I.— On November 16, Ani Haroian 

became one of five recipients of the 2016 National 

Association of Secretaries of State Medallion Awards. 

The award ceremony, which took place in the 

Governors’ State Room at the Rhode Island State House, 

honors Rhode Islanders who have exhibited remarkable 

civic leadership and advocacy. 
 

 
 

Haroian (center) with Secretary of State Gorbea, 

Speaker Mattiello,Senate President Paiva Weed, and 

other award recipients. 
  

 Those present at the event included the host, Secretary of 

State Nellie Gorbea, Speaker of the House Nicholas Mattiello, 

Senate President M. Teresa Paiva Weed, various elected 

officials, reporters, and members of the audience. About 20 

members of the Armenian community of Rhode Island, 

including Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF) 

Providence Gomideh  members and members of the clergy 

from Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church, were also present. 
 

 
  
 Haroian said she was humbled by being chosen for 

this award and thanked those present for enabling her to 

be able to accomplish so much, recognizing those 

Armenians in attendance, who work by her side 

tirelessly to get the jobs done. 

 Haroian is a recent recipient of the “Mkhitar Gosh” 

Medal for her efforts to strengthen relations between 

Armenia and the diaspora and the Armenian National 

Committee of America-Western Region (ANCA-WR) 

Vahan Cardashian Award. 

 She has been a member of the ARF for over four 

decades and remains a leader and a vital part of the 

Providence Gomidehoutioun, currently serving as the 

Educational Chair and the Chair of the Armenian 

National Committee of RI. 
 

 
 

Haroian with Speaker of the  

House Nicholas Mattiello and Secretary of  

State Nellie Gorbea 

 

 

http://armenianweekly.com/2016/11/17/ani-haroian-award/img_1178/


 

A R M E N I A N   R E L I E F   S O C I E T Y 

SENIOR CITIZENS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 
 

Friday, December 9, 2016            12 noon           Cost $15.00 
Twelve Acres Restaurant---445 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, Rhode Island    Rt 7 

Full Course Dinner:   Choice of Chicken or Scrod 
  R.S.V.P. by December 4th  to Joyce Yeremian  354-8770 

Music with Hagop Garabedian -- Raffles, Door Prizes and a Visit by Santa 

Proceeds to Benefit the Armenian Syrian Relief Fund 
 

 

 

Sts. Vartanantz Church Men's Club 
Christmas Dinner and Party 

 

Sunday, December 11, 2016-----1pm 

Immediately Following Sunday School Pageant 
Adults - $10.00 - Children $5.00 

 There will be a delicious traditional Armenian chicken and pilaf dinner prepared by the Men's 
Club members -- Christmas music, Raffles and Santa will be there with gifts for the kids 

 Presentation of the Peter “DOC” Bedrosian Athletic Achievement Awards 
and the Souren Mouradjian Memorial Arts Achievement Awards     

 All are welcome 

Please join us as we welcome in the Christmas season 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

    
 

 
Sts. Vartantantz Church Sunday School Presents 

Rejoice! 
 

Our Annual  
Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 11, 2016 

(Inclement weather date – December 18, 2016) 

Immediately following church services 

 

Men’s Club Christmas Party in 
Aramian Auditorium following the 

conclusion of the pageant. 


