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Third Day of the Fast of the Nativity - January 1, 2017 
 

 Please Join Us in Worship this Sunday 

Morning Service   9:30 am 

Divine Liturgy  10:00 am - Sermon  11:15 

 Մասնակցեցէք Ս.Պատարագին` 

    Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն  9:30 

     Ս. Պատարագ  10:00 - Քարոզ  11:15                  

 



On Saturday evening, December 24th, 

Sts. Vartanantz Church held its annual 

Candlelight Christmas Eve. Service 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

GOSPEL 
Luke 22: 24-30 

Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was 
considered to be greatest.  Jesus said to them, “The kings of the 
Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over 
them call themselves Benefactors.  But you are not to be like that.  
Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and 
the one who rules like the one who serves.  For who is greater, the 
one who is at the table or the one who serves?  Is it not the one who 
is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.  You are 
those who have stood by me in my trials.  And I confer on you a 
kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, so that you may 
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.        

(On Page 1044 in your Bible) 



EPISTLE 
Hebrews 13:18-25 

Pray for us.  We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire 
to live honorably in every way.  I particularly urge you to pray so 
that I may be restored to you soon. 
 

May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal 
covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing 
his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Brothers, I urge you to bear with my word of exhortation, for I have 
written you only a short letter. 
 

I want you to know that our brother Timothy has been released.  If 
he arrives soon, I will come with him to see you. 
 

Greet all your leaders and all God’s people.  Those from Italy send 
you their greetings.   
 

Grace be with you all.                              (On Page 1194 in your Bible) 
 
 

 

Visit our website  

for updated Church News 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org 
 

 

 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org/


REQUIEM  SERVICE 

January 1, 2017 
 

Patricia Jabagjorian - 10 Year Anniversary 

Charles and Mary Apkarian 

Rose Dolbashian 

Antranig "Tony" Giragosian  

Mary, Paul and Zartig Goshgarian, and Hripseme and 
Melkon Boranian 

Araxie Kasparian 

Anne Kimatian 

George Marashian 

Vartanoush Melkonian and Virginia Emerian 

John Panosian 

Gilbert Pinto 

Bedros, Sharbel, and Vartouhie Shamlian, and Alice, 
Takhror, and Shnorick Bashian 

Hampartsoum Stephen Stepanian 

Roupen Zeytoundjian 

Margaret Zorabedian 



REQUIEM  SERVICE 

January 8, 2017 
 

Lucy Arakelian Kanarian - First Year Anniversary 

Vartouhie and Anthony Donabedian 

Aroussiag Garabedian 

Penelope Ann Giragosian 

Victoria Hagopian 

Partog and Mariam Karolian, and Krikor and  
Sulton Topalian 

Sarkis Kibarian 

Marion Malian 
 

CALENDAR of  EVENTS 
Adult Bible Study meets every Monday at 7:00 pm.  

 

Thursday, January 5, 2017 
Armenian Christmas Eve  

Evening Service 6:30 pm      

 Reading from the Book of Daniel  7 pm 

 Divine Liturgy "Soorp Badarak"  7:15 pm 

 
 



CALENDAR of  EVENTS 
Friday, January 6, 2017 

Armenian Christmas Services 

Divine Liturgy "Soorp Badarak"  10:30 am 

Blessing of the Water    12 noon 

Godfather of the Holy Cross:  

Raffi Rafaelian 
 

Saturday, January 7, 2017 
Holy Communion for Armenian & Sunday 

School Children and Adults    10:00 am 

followed by breakfast and the 

Mourad Armenian School 

Christmas Hantes 

Including Christmas songs, hymns, and a visit from Santa Claus 
 

Sunday, January 8, 2017 
Sunday School Family Breakfast 

Bible Message and Craft   9:45 am 
 

Saturday, January 21, 2017 
AYF Providence Varantian Ball 

Venus de Milo - Swansea, MA 

Dinner  6:30 pm  --  Dance  9:00 pm 

Advance payment preferred. 

 



From the December 29, 2016 Edition of  

Crossroads 
******************************************* 

 

ՇՆՈՐՀԱՒՈՐ ՆՈՐ ՏԱՐԻ ԵՒ ՍՈՒՐԲ ԾՆՈՒՆԴ 

ՔՐԻՍՏՈՍ ԾՆԱՒ ԵՒ ՅԱՅՏՆԵՑԱՒ 

 

A BLESSED AND HOLY NATIVITY 

Next Friday (January 6) is the Feast of the Epiphany that traditionally 
celebrated the Nativity, the Baptism of Christ, His first miracle at the 
Wedding of Cana, and the visit of the Magi.  The Armenian Church has 
remained faithful to the original date of January 6. In the mid-fourth 
century the Roman Church separated the two events, celebrating the 
birth on December 25 and the baptism twelve days later on January 6.  

On the Eve of the Nativity (January 5) a solemn Mass is celebrated, 
preceded by readings taken from various parts of the Bible about the 
birth or the coming of the Messiah. The third chapter from the book of 
Daniel is read, by a deacon and three young men representing 
Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego, the youths who would not 
renounce their faith in spite of torture. In past times after the 
service, choir members would go from house to house singing hymns, 
spreading the Good News of the birth.   

On January 6, after the Divine Liturgy, a special service is performed 
symbolizing the baptism of Jesus, which was a turning point in His life 
and the beginning of His ministry. This service, called the Blessing of 
the Water (Churorhnek), commemorates the Baptism and the 
Manifestation of Christ recognizing Him as the true Son of God.  A 
member of the congregation acts as the Godfather. Traditionally this 
service would take place after the Divine Liturgy at a nearby body of 
water. Nowadays the water is blessed in a large bowl or font and the 
faithful take home a cupful of the blessed water.  



 
 

ST. GREGORY OF NAREK’S ODE TO THE NATIVITY  

By Michael B. Papazian 
 
The Church has always seen the Bible as a living organism, its 
parts connected in complex and fascinating ways just like the 
different parts of the human body. When read in isolation from 
the rest of the Bible, the Song of Songs, one of the books of the 
Old Testament, seems to be simply romantic love poetry with 
little if any connection to God or the Christian faith. Some Jewish 
and Christian scholars have at times questioned its inclusion in 
the Bible. But the Church Fathers recognized clues and signs in 
the book that show that the love of the groom and bride is a 
representation of the love between Christ and His Church. The 
Song is not just an appendix with little relevance to the rest of 
the Bible, but an integral part of scripture that teaches us about 
how strong God's love is in a vivid and understandable way. 
 
Deeply aware of this symbolic meaning, St. Gregory of Narek 
(Sourb Grigor Narekatsi) [c. 945-1003], one of the greatest poets 
and theologians of the Church, begins his ode devoted to the 
Birth of Christ with images from the dialogue between the bride 
and groom in the Song of Songs. The first five stanzas alternate 
between the bride and the groom, with the bride referring to 
herself as "black, beautiful," as she does in the first chapter of 
the Song. The bride is the Church, darkened by the corruption of 
the world in which she dwells but still beautiful through the love 
and grace of God. Narekatsi's ode conveys to us the way that the 
Church and its members should approach the coming of Christ 
into the world. Just as the bride delights in the presence of the 
groom, so too, the Church rejoices in the presence of Christ. 

 

 



 
 

Ode to the Nativity 
Written by St. Gregory of Narek 
(translated by Michael B. Papazian) 
 
Black am I, beautiful, 
A daughter of Eve, Jerusalem. 
 
Behold this is my delightful bride, 
bound through love with her groom. 

  
My beloved is like the gazelles, 
The young deer. 
Behold the voice of my beloved, 
made tender and soft through love. 

 
Come my beloved, come my companion, 
My bride from the cedars of Lebanon. 
See how she exults: 
"Cover me with apples and 



Lead me to the house of wine!"  
Her eyes are like a dove's 
Her sleeves are cords of red, her necklace gold. 
Behold she is a mountain of incense 
Redolent of nard and myrrh. 

  
My beloved is beautiful, 
An infant child and yet timeless. 
Behold he is a lofty mount, 
A lily of the valleys, a flower of the plain. 

  
The ranks of the prophets 
Sing from on top of that hill, 
Behold he is the mountain of the lily, 
His fragrance is of rose, cinnamon. 

  
Arise and look to Bethlehem, 
O children of Zion,  
Go forth to the cave;  
Bow down before the King. 

  
Sing with the shepherds, 
Worship with the magi. 
Behold the gold of the King, 
The incense of the Only-Begotten of God the Father, 
  To Whom we give glory and thanks, 
And endless exaltation; 
Now and forever may 
Christ be blessed by all. 

 
(The translation is based on the Armenian text in Matean 
oghbergutean ew ayl Erkasirutiwnk [Book of Lamentations and 
other works], Antelias, 2003, p. 646-7, where it has the title 
"Sweet ode" [Tagh kaghtsrik].) 

 

 



 

 

HOLY APOSTLES JAMES AND JOHN; PAREGENTAN     
OF THE FAST OF THE NATIVITY 

On December 29th, we commemorate the Holy Apostles James and 
John, “Sons of Thunder.” Today is also the Paregentan of the Fast 
of the Nativity that leads us to the celebration of the birth and 
baptism of our Lord and Savior.  

The apostles James and John (Mark 10:35-41) were called the 
“Sons of Thunder” because of their passionate and quick-natured 
character. James was a Galilean fisherman, who was called along 
with his brother John to be two of the twelve apostles. They, 
together with Peter formed the inner core among the twelve who 
were present at the raising of the daughter of Jarius, the 
Transfiguration, and the agony of Gethsemane. James is 
sometimes referred to as “James the Greater” to differentiate 
from the younger apostle also named James, James was the first 
of the apostles to be martyred by order of Herod Agrippa (Acts 
12:1-2). He is considered to Santiago de Compostela, which 
became and remains a popular destination for pilgrims. John is 
also called “The Divine.” It was to John that Jesus on the cross, 
entrusted the care of his mother. Paul names Peter, John, and 
James as the “pillars” of the Church (Galatians 2:9). 

 
 

THE HOLY FATHERS 

This Saturday (December 31) we commemorate the Holy Fathers 
Basil, Gregory of Nyssa, Sylvester of Rome, and Ephrem the 
Syrian.  

St. Basil, called the “Great,” was an exceptional leader who 
helped spread Christianity. At the age of 26 he gave up his wealth 



and became a monk and dedicated his life to serve the people by 
establishing hospitals, hostels, and public kitchens to feed the 
needy. He was a talented writer and many of his prayers are used 
in the Armenian Church and other eastern churches. At a time 
when a solitary life of a hermit was considered to be spiritual, he 
instead urged monastic communities believing that no one is 
totally self-sufficient.  

St. Gregory of Nyssa was the younger brother of Basil, and friend 
of Gregory of Nazianus. He was educated in Athens and influenced 
by the writings of Origen and Plato. He was a professor of 
rhetoric, but became disillusioned with his life as a teacher and 
became a priest. He served as Bishop of Nyssa and Archbishop of 
Sebastia.  

St. Sylvester served as the Bishop of Rome during the era of 
Constantine for more than twenty years. During the time of his 
service many great churches were built. He took part in the 
negotiations concerning Arianism at the Council of Nicaea.  

St. Ephrem the Syrian lived in Mesopotamia (Syria) during his 
entire life. He was baptized at age 18 and he served under St. 
James of Nisibis. He is credited for introducing hymns in public 
worship services. He visited St. Basil in Caesarea and upon his 
return he helped ease the famine during the winter of 372-73 by 
distributing food and money to the poor and needy. He was a 
prolific writer and his work, written in Syriac, was immediately 
translated into Greek, Armenian, and Latin. 

 

 
 

********************************************************** 
 

If you would like to receive CROSSROADS in your 
email, please visit: www.armenianprelacy.org 
and click on the link at the bottom of the page 

that says: "Click here to sign up for the  
CROSSROADS E-Newsletter." 



 

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET: 

SYRIAN ARMENIAN COMMUNITY NEEDS 

OUR HELP MORE THAN EVER 
 

The crisis in Syria requires our financial assistance.  

Please keep this community in your prayers, your 

hearts, and your pocketbooks. 
   
 

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET OUR ONGOING RELIEF EFFORTS 

FOR THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY IN SYRIA WHERE 

CONDITIONS ARE BECOMING INCREASINGLY MORE 

DIFFICULT.  

THE NEED IS REAL. THE NEED IS GREAT. 

TO DONATE PLEASE MAY MAIL YOUR DONATION TO: 
 

Armenian Prelacy 

138 E. 39th Street - New York, NY 10016 
Checks payable to: Armenian Apostolic Church of America                                          

(Memo: Syrian Armenian Relief) 

 

 



 
 



 


