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Fifth Sunday of Advent - December 25, 2016 
 

 Please Join Us in Worship this Sunday 

Morning Service   9:30 am 

Divine Liturgy  10:00 am - Sermon  11:15 

 Մասնակցեցէք Ս.Պատարագին` 

    Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն  9:30 

     Ս. Պատարագ  10:00 - Քարոզ  11:15                  
 

 



In the spirit of this Christmas season and  

the Year of Service, 

the Sts. Vartanantz Church Men's Club 

and Friends provided a warm meal for  

nearly 100 people at the 

Providence Rescue Mission on 

Friday, December 16, 2016, easily the 

coldest night of the year. 

This meal was generously sponsored by 

John and June Mangassarian. 
 

 



Last spring the Sts. Vartanantz Men's Club members met a 

man, George Yapchaian, who was tending to his family graves 

when the members took on the assignment of cleaning a 

section the size of a football field at the Oakland Cemetery. 

George went by for a visit this week and sent this picture 

along. Winter officially arrived on Wednesday, December 21st. 

The leaves will cover the grass from the cold and snow  

that's due to arrive. When spring gets here, the Men's Club  

and friends will return, this time with some experience  

on how to clean a cemetery and make this final resting 

place look even better than last year. 
 

 



Also in keeping with the Spirit of 
Christmas and the Season of Giving, the 

Sts. Vartanantz Church Sunday School 
collected gift items for four families, 
including 11 adults and children, with 
the names provided by Crossroads. 

Sunday School parent, Angel Stevens, 
coordinated these efforts, and she and her sons, 

Alex and Bobby, delivered all the items to 
CROSSROADS on Tuesday, December 20th. 

 

    
 

Gifts for the families included many toys, pajamas, clothes,  
jackets, boots, and gift cards. 

 



ÔàôÎ²ê 

(18:9-14) 
²Ûë ³é³ÏÝ ³É å³ïÙ»ó ³ÝáÝó, áñáÝù ÏÁ å³ñÍ»Ý³ÛÇÝ Ã¿ ³ñ¹³ñ »Ý 

»õ áõñÇßÝ»ñ Ïª³ñÑ³Ù³ñÑ¿ÇÝ: §ºñÏáõ Ñá·ÇÝ»ñ ï³×³ñ ·³óÇÝ 

³ÕoÃ»Éáõ. Ù¿ÏÁª ÷³ñÇë»óÇ, ÙÇõëÁª Ù³ùë³õáñ: ö³ñÇë»óÇÝ Ù¿Ï ÏáÕÙ 

Ï»ó³Í ³é³ÝÓÇÝ Ïª³ÕoÃ¿ñ. §²ëïáõ³Í ÇÙ, ßÝáñÑ³Ï³É »Ù ù»½Ù¿ª áñ 

áõñÇß Ù³ñ¹áó ÝÙ³Ý Û³÷ßï³ÏáÕ, ³ÝÇñ³õ, ßÝ³óáÕ ã»Ù, Ï³Ù ³Ûë 

Ù³ùë³õáñÇÝ å¿ë ³É ã¿Ù: ²ÛÉ ß³µ³ÃÁ »ñÏáõ ³Ý·³Ù ÍáÙ ÏÁ å³Ñ»Ù  »õ 

ÇÙ »Ï³ÙáõïÇë ï³ëÝáñ¹Á ï³×³ñÇÝ Ïáõ ï³Ù¦: ÆëÏ Ù³ùë³õáñÁ Ù¿Ï 

ÏáÕÙ Ï»ó³Í, ³ãù»ñÁ ³é³Ýó í»ñ µ³Óñ³óÝ»Éáõ ÏáõñÍùÁ ÏÁ Í»Í¿ñ »õ 

ÏªÁë¿ñ. §²ëïáõ³Í, Ý»ñ¿ Ù»Õ³õáñÇë Ù»Õù»ñÁ¦: ÎªÁë»Ù Ó»½Ç, - 

»½ñ³Ï³óáõó ÚÇëáõë, - áã Ã¿ ÷³ñÇë»óÇÝ, ³ÛÉ Ù³ùë³õáñÁ 

³ñ¹³ñ³ó³Í ·Ý³ó ïáõÝ. áñáíÑ»ï»õ áí áñ Çñ ³ÝÓÁ ÏÁ µ³ñÓñ³óÝ¿ª 

åÇïÇ ËáÝ³ñÑÇ, »õ áí áñ Çñ ³ÝÓÁ ÏÁ ËáÝ³ñÑ»óÝ¿ª åÇïÇ 

µ³ñÓñ³Ý³Û¦: 
 
 

GOSPEL 

Luke 18:9-14 
The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector  

 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 
looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable:  “Two men 
went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector.  The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I 
thank you that I am not like other men - robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers - or even like this tax collector, I fast twice a week and 
give a tenth of all I get.’ 
 “But the tax collector stood at a distance.  He would not even 
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy 
on me, a sinner.’  



 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 
justified before God.  For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”            

 (On Page 1038 in your Bible) 
 

 

EPISTLE 
Hebrews 4:16 - 5:10 

Jesus the Great High Priest  
 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of 
need. 
 Every high priest is selected from among men and is appointed 
to represent them in matters related to God, to offer gifts and 
sacrifices for sins.  He is able to deal gently with those who are 
ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to 
weakness.  This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as 
well as for the sins of the people. 

 No one takes this honor upon himself; he must be called by God, 
just as Aaron was.  So Christ also did not take upon himself the 
glory of becoming a high priest.  But God said to him, “You are my 
Son; today I have become your Father.” 
 And he says in another place, “You are a priest forever, in the 
order of Melchizedek.” 
 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and 
petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him 
from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.  
Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he 
suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him and was designated by God to be 
the high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 

(On Page 1186 in your Bible) 



 
 

REQUIEM  SERVICE 

December 25, 2016 
 

Hagop and Maryam Akalarian, and  
Nishan and Berjoohi Tateosian 

 

Elizabeth Adanalian Boyajian 
 

Donabed Cheteyan, Satenig Cheteyan Garabedian  
and Shnorick Cheteyan Aleksanian 

 

Shoshan Derderian 
 

Paul Kanarian 
 

Elizabeth Kematjian 
 

Stephen LaFazia 
 

Maria Mkrtschjan  
 

Karnick and Grace Ohanian 
 

Julie Kaprielian Postoian  
 

Rose Sarkisian 
 

Kamyk Simonian 
 

Sarah Surabian 
 

Rosa and Frank Zorabedian Jr. 

 

 



REQUIEM  SERVICE 

January 1, 2017 
 

Charles and Mary Apkarian 
 

Rose Dolbashian 
 

Antranig "Tony" Giragosian  
 

Mary, Paul and Zartig Goshgarian, and Hripseme and 

Melkon Boranian 
 

Araxie Kasparian 
 

Anne Kimatian 
 

George Marashian 
 

Vartanoush Melkonian and Virginia Emerian 
 

John Panosian 
 

Gilbert Pinto 
 

Bedros, Sharbel, and Vartouhie Shamlian, and Alice, 
Takhror, and Shnorick Bashian 

 

Steven Stepanian 
 

Roupen Zeytoundjian 
 

Margaret Zorabedian 

 

 
 



CALENDAR of  EVENTS 
Adult Bible Study will not meet on  

Monday, December 26.  

Adult Bible Study will resume on Monday, January 2, 2017. 
 

Saturday, December 24, 2016 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service   7 pm 

 

Thursday, January 5, 2017 
Armenian Christmas Eve  
Evening Service 6:30 pm      

 Reading from the Book of Daniel  7 pm 
 Divine Liturgy "Soorp Badarak"  7:15 pm 

 

Friday, January 6, 2017 
Armenian Christmas Services 

Divine Liturgy "Soorp Badarak"  10:30 am 
Blessing of the Water    12 noon 

Godfather of the Holy Cross:  
Raffi Rafaelian 

 

Saturday, January 7, 2017 
Holy Communion for Armenian & Sunday 

School Children and Adults    10:00 am 

followed by breakfast and the 

Mourad Armenian School 

Christmas Hantes 

Including Christmas songs, hymns, and a visit from Santa Claus 



 

Visit our website  

for updated Church News 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org 
 

 

 

 

From the December 22, 2016 edition of  

Crossroads 
 

********************************************************** 
 

CHRISTMAS: DECEMBER 25 OR JANUARY 6? 

This Sunday is December 25—Christmas for most of the Christian 

world. Originally all of Christendom celebrated Epiphany on 

January 6. (Epiphany was a celebration of the birth, the baptism 

by John the Baptist in the River Jordan, the First Miracle at the 

Wedding of Cana, and the visit of the Magi). The gradual change 

to December 25 began in Rome in the 4th century to coincide with 

a pre-Christian holiday. December 25 was officially adopted at the 

Council of Chalcedon in 451—a Council the Armenians did not 

attend and never accepted. To this day the Armenian Church has 

remained faithful to the original date of January 6. Of course, the 

actual date of Jesus’ birth is unknown and both traditions are 

centuries old. What is important is the spirit and meaning of the 

celebration.  

 
 

 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org/


DAVID THE PROPHET KING; HOLY APOSTLE JAMES 

This Saturday (December 24) the Armenian Church commemorates 
David the Prophet King and James the Brother of the Lord. 

 

 

 

David was the youngest of eight brothers and was brought up to be a 
shepherd where he learned courage, tenderness, and caring. David 
became the second King of Israel. In the Bible, the name David 
belongs solely to him, which indicates the unique place he had as an 
ancestor and forerunner of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the New 
Testament there are more than 50 references to David, including the 
title given to Jesus—Son of David. David was a poet and the author of 
some of the Psalms.  

 

 

 

James the Apostle, called “Brother of the Lord,” probably because of 
his close relationship with Jesus, was granted a special appearance of 
the Lord after the Resurrection. He is believed to have been a first 
cousin of the Lord, or as some biblical scholars have suggested, a son 
of Joseph. After the Resurrection and the Ascension, while the other 



apostles scattered all over the world, James remained in Jerusalem 
where he served as the Bishop and became a leading spokesman of 
the early church. 

 

 

  

ST. STEPHEN, FIRST DEACON                        
AND FIRST MARTYR 

 

 

 

On Monday (December 26) the Armenian Church commemorates St. 
Stephen, the first deacon and proto-martyr. After Christ’s ascension, 
the apostles went about spreading the Word. It soon became apparent 
that more people were needed to serve the growing church 
community. Seven worthy individuals were called upon to serve the 
Holy Altar and called “deacons” (sarkavag). The most noteworthy of 
the seven was Stephen, described as a “man full of faith and the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 6:5). The Feast of St. Stephen is a popular and important 
commemoration in the Armenian Church; it is a day to honor all 
deacons of the church. Stephen became the first martyr of the Church 
and is therefore called the “proto-martyr.” The only information 
about his life and death is in the Book of Acts of the Apostles (Acts 6:8 
and 8:2). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL 
 

 

 

On Tuesday (December 27), the Armenian Church remembers the Holy 
Apostles Peter and Paul, perhaps the two individuals who had the 
greatest role in the growth and spread of Christianity. After the 
Crucifixion and Resurrection, Jesus came to Peter and asked him to 
tell the other apostles about His appearance and give them His 
message (Luke 24:34-35). Peter was renowned for his oratory skills, 
and he used his talent to spread the Word. He preached in Rome and 
founded the church there. He is considered to be the first Bishop of 
Rome. According to tradition, Peter was crucified in Rome upside 
down because he declared himself unworthy to die in the same 
manner as the Lord. He was buried in Rome and his relics are 
enshrined under the high altar of the magnificent St. Peter’s Basilica.  

Paul (Saul) was born in Tarsus in Cilicia. He was an oppressor of the 
early Christians until he converted while on the road to Damascus he 
saw a vision of a bright light and a voice saying, “Saul, Saul why do 
you persecute me? I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. Enter the 
City and you will be told what to do,” (Acts 9:4-6); 26:12-16). Saul 
was baptized and renamed Paul and he went on to become the 
greatest preacher of the new religion, traveling and writing 
extensively. Many theologians credit him for shaping the future of the 
Church. His fourteen epistles comprise more than one-third of the 
New Testament, not including the Book of Acts that although written 
by Luke, is primarily an account of Paul’s travels and preaching. 

 



 

********************************************************** 
 

If you would like to receive CROSSROADS in your 
email, please visit: www.armenianprelacy.org 
and click on the link at the bottom of the page 

that says: "Click here to sign up for the  
CROSSROADS E-Newsletter." 

 

********************************************************** 
 

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET: 
SYRIAN ARMENIAN COMMUNITY NEEDS 

OUR HELP MORE THAN EVER 
 

The crisis in Syria requires our financial assistance.  

Please keep this community in your prayers, your 

hearts, and your pocketbooks. 
   
 

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET OUR ONGOING RELIEF EFFORTS 

FOR THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY IN SYRIA WHERE 

CONDITIONS ARE BECOMING INCREASINGLY MORE 

DIFFICULT.  

THE NEED IS REAL. THE NEED IS GREAT. 

TO DONATE PLEASE MAY MAIL YOUR DONATION TO: 
 

Armenian Prelacy 

138 E. 39th Street - New York, NY 10016 
Checks payable to: Armenian Apostolic Church of America                                          

(Memo: Syrian Armenian Relief) 



 

 

 



 

 


