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SIXTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                      DECEMBER 31, 2017 
 Please Join Us in Worship this Sunday 

Morning Service   9:30 am 

Divine Liturgy  10:00 am - Sermon  11:15 

    Մասնակցեցէք Ս.Պատարագին` 

    Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն  9:30 

     Ս. Պատարագ  10:00 - Քարոզ  11:15

Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees 
wish everyone a very Blessed New Year! 

 



On Sunday, December 24th, Sts. Vartanantz Church was filled 
with the beautiful voices of our parishioners and friends as we 
once again held our annual Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



ՅԻՍՈՒՍ ՔՐԻՍՏՈՍԻ ԱՒԵՏԱՐԱՆԸ ԸՍՏ  

ՂՈՒԿԱՍԻ (22:24-30) 
Աշակերտներուն մէջ վէճ ծագեցաւ թէ իրենցմէ ո՞վ պիտի նկատուի մեծը: 

Յիսուս անոնց ըսաւ. «Ազգերու թագաւորներ կը տիրեն իրենց 

ժողովուրդներուն վրայ եւ իշխողները բարերար կը կոչուին իրենց 

հպատակներուն կողմէ: Բայց ձեր պարագային այդպէս պէտք չէ ըլլայ: 

Ընդհակառակը, ձեր մէջէն ամենէն մեծը թող ամենէն պզտիկին պէս ըլլայ, 

եւ առաջնորդը՝ սպասաւորին պէս: Ո՞վ է մեծը. սեղան նստո՞ղը թէ 

սպասաւորը: Անշուշտ որ սեղան նստողը: Բայց ես ձեր մէջ սպասաւորի 

պէս եմ: Դուք միշտ քովս մնացիք փորձութիւններուս ընթացքին. եւ ես ահա 

կը խոստանամ թագաւորութիւն տալ ձեզի, ինչպէս Հայրս ինծի տալ 

խոստացաւ: Իմ սեղանէս պիտի ուտէք եւ խմէք իմ թագաւորութեանս մէջ, 

եւ պիտի բազմիք գահերու վրայ՝ դատելու համար Իսրայէլի տասներկու 

ցեղերը»: 
 

THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO  
LUKE (22:24-30) 

Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be 
greatest. Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and 
those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. But you 
are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the 
youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. For who is greater, 
the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at 
the table? But I am among you as one who serves. You are those who have 
stood by me in my trials. And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father 
conferred one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

                          

THE EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE HEBREWS (13:18-25) 
Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live 
honorably in every way. I particularly urge you to pray so that I may be 
restored to you soon.  
May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 



sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work 
in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen.  
Brothers, I urge you to bear with my word of exhortation, for I have written 
you only a short letter. I want you to know that our brother Timothy has 
been released. If he arrives soon, I will come with him to see you. 
Greet all your leaders and all God's people.  
Those from Italy send you their greetings.   
Grace be with you all 

 

ՊՕՂՈՍ ԱՌԱՔԵԱԼԻ ՆԱՄԱԿԸ  

ԵԲՐԱՅԵՑԻՆԵՐՈՒՆ (13:18-25) 
Աղօթեցէք մեզի համար, որովհետեւ համոզուած ենք թէ մեր խիղճը մաքուր 

է, եւ կ՚ուզենք ամէն բանի մէջ ուղիղը գործել: Մանաւանդ կ՚աղաչեմ որ 

աղօթէք ինծի համար, որպէսզի կարենամ աւելի շուտ ձեզի վերադառնալ: 

Թող խաղաղութեան Աստուածը ձեզի կարողութիւն տայ ամէն տեսակի 

բարեգործութեամբ իր կամքը կատարելու, որովհետեւ ինքն էր որ 

մեռելներէն յարուցանեց մեր Տէր Յիսուս Քրիստոսը, ան՝ որ իր արիւնով 

կնքուած յաւիտենական ուխտով Հովուապետ եղաւ ամբողջ հօտին: Թող 

ինչ որ հաճելի է Աստուծոյ՝ ներգործէ մեր մէջ Յիսուս Քրիստոսի միջոցաւ, 

որուն փա՜ռք յաւիտեանս: Ամէն: 

Եղբայրներ, կ՚աղաչեմ որ լսէք այս կարճ նամակով տուած յորդորներս: 

Կ՚ուզեմ որ գիտնաք թէ մեր եղբայրը՝ Տիմոթէոս բանտէն արձակուած է 

հիմա: Եթէ շուտով մօտս գայ, միասին կու գանք ձեզ տեսնելու: 

Ողջոյններս հաղորդեցէք ձեր բոլոր առաջնորդներուն եւ բոլոր 

հաւատացեալներուն: Իտալիոյ եղբայրները կ՚ողջունեն ձեզ: 

Աստուծոյ շնորհքը բոլորիդ հետ ըլլայ: Ամէն: 
 

 

 



REQUIEM SERVICE 
December 31, 2017 

Hagop and Maryam Akalarian, and Nishan and Berjoohi Tateosian 

Patricia Jabagjorian 

Araxie Kasparian 

Diane Adoian Michaud 

Rose Sarkisian 

Bedros, Sharbel and Vartouhi Shamlian, and  
Alice Takvor and Shnorick Bashian 

Kamyk Simonian 

Sarah Surabian 

Rosa and Frank Zorabedian Jr. 

 

 
 
 
 



REQUIEM SERVICE 
January 7, 2018 

Mary “Armenouhi” Sarafian – 40th Day Remembrance 

Charles and Mary Apkarian 

Rose O. Dolbashian 

Aroussiag Garabedian 

Antranig “Tony” Giragosian 

Mary, Paul and Zartig Goshgarian, and Hripseme and Melkon Boranian 

Paul and Lucy Arakelian Kanarian 

Anne M. Kimatian 

Esber, Zabel, Nellie and Popkin Krekorian 

Dickran Manasian 

George Marashian 

Vartanoush Melkonian and Virginia Emirian 

Vartouhie Odian 

John Panosian 

Gilbert Pinto 

Hampartsoum Stephen Stepanian 

Arthur Ardashes and Hovhannes John Takian 

Roupen Zeytoundjian 

Margaret Zorabedian  

 
 



 
This Sunday, December 31, 2017 

 
 

Altar Candles are donated  

In Loving Memory of 

BEDROS AND VARTOUHIE SHAMLIAN 

By  

Ghajanian Family 

 
 

 

 

The Flowers for the Altars and Sanctuary 

have been generously donated by 

THE ARARAT ASSOCIATION 

 
 

 

 
 



MOURAD ARMENIAN SCHOOL 

CHRISTMAS HANTES 
 
Last Saturday, December 23rd, the Mourad Armenian School held its annual 

Christmas Hantes, including songs and performances by the students. There was 

also a visit from Santa Claus to add to the festivities! 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 

DEAR FRIENDS AND PARISHIONERS: 

PLEASE BE CAREFUL AND DO NOT BLOCK ANY VEHICLES 

IN THE CHURCH PARKING LOT.  

ALSO, IF YOU ARE ABLE PLEASE LEAVE THE 

PARKING LOT SPACES FOR OUR OLDER PARISHIONERS. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. 
 

 

CALENDAR of EVENTS  

Please Note: Bible Study will not be held this 
Monday, January 1st for New Year’s Day. 

Adult Bible Study will resume on Monday, January 8th, at 7:00 pm. 
 

TONIGHT! December 29, 2017 
Christmas Concert presented by the Armenian Chorale of RI 

Conducted by Maestro Konstantin Petrossian 
7pm in the Church Sanctuary 

 

Monday, January 1, 2018 
New Year’s Day Prayer Service - 11am 

 

Friday, January 5, 2018 
Armenian Christmas Eve Services - 6:30 pm 

 

Saturday, January 6, 2018 
Armenian Christmas Divine Liturgy - 10:30 am 

Followed by a light luncheon fellowship  
presented by the Ladies’ Guild and Men’s Club 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  
Saturday, January 20, 2018 

AYF Providence Varantian Chapter V-Ball 
Venus de Milo – Swansea, MA 

Dinner – 6:30 pm || Dance – 9:00 pm 



From the December 28, 2017 edition of  
********************************************************** 

 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

  

As we prepare to welcome the New Year this Sunday evening, we wish 
everyone a happy and healthy 2018 graced with the peace and 
brotherhood of our Lord and Savior whose birth we will celebrate next 
Saturday, January 6, 2018.  

 



HOLY APOSTLE JAMES AND JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
 

 

 

 

 

Yesterday, December 28, we commemorated the Holy Apostle James and 

John the Evangelist, “Sons of Thunder.” Both held prominent positions 

among the twelve apostles, and they were called “Sons of Thunder” by 

Jesus (Mark 3:17) probably because they were impetuous and quick 

tempered as suggested in Luke 9:54 and Mark 10:35-41. James was a 

Galilean fisherman, who was called along with his brother John, to be two 

of the twelve apostles. They, together with Peter, formed the inner core 

among the twelve who were present at the raising of the daughter of Jarius, 

the Transfiguration, and the agony of Gethsemane. James was the first of 

the apostles to be martyred by order of Herod Agrippa (Acts 12:1-2). He is 

the patron saint of Spain and according to tradition his body was brought 

from Jerusalem to Santiago de Compostela, which became a popular 

destination for pilgrims. John is also known as “The Divine.” It was to 

John that Jesus on the cross entrusted the care of his mother. Paul names 

Peter, John, and James as the “pillars” of the Church (Galatians 2:9). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PAREGENTAN OF THE FAST OF THE NATIVITY 
 

Today, December 29, is the Paregentan or Eve of the Fast of the Nativity 

that leads us to the celebration of the birth and baptism of our Lord and 

Savior on January 6. 
 

 

THE HOLY FATHERS 
 

  

Tomorrow, Saturday, December 30, we commemorate the Holy Fathers 

Basil, Gregory of Nyssa, Sylvester of Rome, and Ephrem the Syrian. 

 

St. Basil, called the “Great,” was an exceptional leader who helped 

spread Christianity. At the age of 26 he gave up his wealth and became a 

monk and dedicated his life to serve the people by establishing hospitals, 

hostels, and public kitchens to feed the needy. He was a talented writer 

and many of his prayers are used in the Armenian Church and other 

eastern churches. At a time when a solitary life of a hermit was considered 

to be spiritual, he instead urged monastic communities believing that no 

one is totally self-sufficient. 
 

St. Gregory of Nyssa was the younger brother of Basil, and friend of 

Gregory of Nazianus. He was educated in Athens and influenced by the 

writings of Origen and Plato. He was a professor of rhetoric, but became 



disillusioned with his life as a teacher and became a priest. He served as 

Bishop of Nyssa and Archbishop of Sebastia. 
 

St. Sylvester served as the Bishop of Rome during the era of 

Constantine for more than twenty years. During the time of his service 

many great churches were built. He took part in the negotiations 

concerning Arianism at the Council of Nicaea. 
 

St. Ephrem the Syrian lived in Mesopotamia (Syria) during his entire 

life. He was baptized at age 18 and he served under St. James of Nisibis. 

He is credited for introducing hymns in public worship services. He 

visited St. Basil in Caesarea and upon his return he helped ease the 

famine during the winter of 372-73 by distributing food and money to the 

poor and needy. He was a prolific writer and his work, written in Syriac, 

was immediately translated into Greek, Armenian, and Latin. 

 

 

********************************************************** 

If you would like to receive CROSSROADS in your email, 
please visit: www.armenianprelacy.org, click on the tab for "News and 

Events", go to CROSSROADS, and click on the link to sign  
up for the CROSSROADS E-Newsletter. 

********************************************************** 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.armenianprelacy.org/


PLEASE DO NOT FORGET: 

SYRIAN ARMENIAN COMMUNITY NEEDS 

OUR HELP MORE THAN EVER 
 

The crisis in Syria requires our financial assistance. Please keep this 

community in your prayers, your hearts, and your pocketbooks. 

 
 

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET OUR ONGOING RELIEF EFFORTS FOR THE 

ARMENIAN COMMUNITY IN SYRIA WHERE CONDITIONS ARE 

BECOMING INCREASINGLY MORE DIFFICULT. 

 

THE NEED IS REAL. 

THE NEED IS GREAT. 

 

DONATIONS TO THE FUND FOR SYRIAN ARMENIAN RELIEF CAN BE 

MADE ON LINE AT WWW.ARMENIANPRELACY.ORG 

Click on the DONATE link and select Syrian Armenian Relief 

 

OR IF YOU PREFER, YOU MAY MAIL YOUR DONATION TO: 

Armenian Prelacy 

138 E. 39th Street - New York, NY 10016 

 

Checks payable to: Armenian Apostolic Church of America (Memo: Syrian Armenian Relief) 

Thank you for your help.  

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

STS. VARTANANTZ ARMENIAN 
APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

402 Broadway ~ Providence, Rhode Island 02909 

 
presents 

 
 

"AYSOR DON EH" 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

 

In the Sanctuary of Sts. Vartanantz Church 
 
 

 

Friday, December 29, 2017 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Featuring 

 

The Armenian Chorale of Rhode Island 
 
 

and 
 

Soloists 
 
 

Refreshments following the Concert 
 

Admission is free 
Free will donations gratefully accepted 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 



 


