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FOURTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT - THE STEWARD         MARCH 19, 2017 
 

 Please Join Us in Worship this Sunday 

Morning Service   9:30 am 

Divine Liturgy  10:00 am - Sermon  11:15 

 Մասնակցեցէք Ս.Պատարագին` 

    Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն  9:30 

     Ս. Պատարագ  10:00 - Քարոզ  11:15                

 



On Sunday, March 12th, our 

Sunday School hosted the annual three-church 

gathering of Sunday School students and their families. 

The day began with a wonderful family breakfast, and 

culminated with a wonderful object lesson presented by 

Der Kapriel at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

   



 

 
 

 
 



March 15th's Lenten Dinner was delicious and 
prepared by the AYF and Homenetmen Chapters 

for everyone's enjoyment. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The Lenten Vespers Service featured a 
wonderful message offered by Der Aram Stepanian. 

Hallelujah! 
 

 
   

 
 
 



 
  

 
   
 

 



 

ÔáõÏ³ë  

(16:10-13) 

§àí áñ ÷áùñ Í³é³ÛáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ¿, Ù»ÍÇ Ù¿ç ³É 

Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ¿. ÇëÏ áí áñ ÷áùñ Í³é³ÛáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç 

³ÝÑ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ¿, Ù»ÍÇ Ù¿ç ³É ³ÝÑ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ¿: Ñ»ï»õ³µ³ñ,  

»Ã¿ ³ßË³ñÑÇÏ Ñ³ñëïáõÃÇõÝÁ ·áñÍ³Í»ÉáõÝ Ù¿ç Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ  

ã»Õ³ù,  ×ßÙ³ñÇï Ñ³ñáõëïáõÃÇõÝÁ á±í åÇïÇ íëï³ÑÇ Ó»½Ç: 

²ÛëÇÝùÝ, »Ã¿ Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ã»Õ³ù ³ßË³ñÑÇÏ Ñ³ñëïáõÃ»³Ý, áñ 

Ó»ñÁ ã¿, ÇÝãå¿±ë Ïáõ½¿ù áñ ²ëïáõ³Í Ó»½Ç ï³Û  Ó»½Ç ëå³ëáÕ 

×ßÙ³ñÇï Ñ³ñëïáõÃÇõÝÁ: àã Ù¿Ï Í³é³Û ÏñÝ³Û »ñÏáõ ï¿ñ»ñáõ 

Í³é³Û»É, áñáíÑ»ï»õ Ï³Ù Ù¿ÏÁ åÇïÇ ³ï¿ »õ ÙÇõëÁ ëÇñ¿, Ï³Ù 

Ù¿ÏÁ åÇïÇ Ù»Í³ñ¿ »õ ÙÇõëÁ ³ñÑ³Ù³ñÑ¿: â»ù ÏñÝ³ñ Ã¿ 

²ëïáõÍáÛ Í³é³Û»É »õ Ã¿ ¹ñ³ÙÇÝ¦: 

 

GOSPEL 
Luke 16: 1-15     

 The Parable of the Shrewd Manager  

Jesus told his disciples:  “There was a rich man whose manager was accused 
of wasting his possessions.  So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this 
I hear about you?  Give an account of your management, because you 
cannot be manager any longer.’   

 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now?  My master is taking 
away my job.  I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg - I 



know what I will do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome 
me into their houses.’ 
 “So he called in each of his master’s debtors.  He asked the first, “How 
much do you owe my master?’ 
 “ ‘Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. 
 “The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it 
four hundred.’ 
 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 
 “ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.   
 “He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ 
“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly.  For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with 
their own kind than are the people of the light.  I tell you, use worldly 
wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be 
welcomed into eternal dwellings. 
 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, 
and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.  
so if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will 
trust you with true riches?  And if you have not been trustworthy with 
someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own? 
 “No servant can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot 
serve both God and Money.” 
 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at 
Jesus.  He said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes 
of men, but God knows your hearts.  What is highly valued among men is 
detestable in God’s sight.                                                (Page 1036 in your Bible) 
 

EPISTLE 
Ephesians 5: 1-14          

Living as Children of Light   

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of 
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God.  



But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of 
any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy 
people.  Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk, or coarse joking, which 
are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.  For of this you can be sure:  No 
immoral, impure or greedy person - such a man is an idolater - has any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  Let no one deceive you 
with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes upon 
those who are disobedient.  Therefore do not be partners with them. 
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as 
children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 
righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord.  Have nothing 
to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.  For it is 
shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret.  But 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes 
everything visible.  This is why it is said: 
      “Wake up, O Sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”   
                                                          (Page 1159 in your Bible) 
 
 

 

If you know someone 

who would like to receive 

the E-Bulletin in their email every week, 

or who would like to receive our 

monthly newsletter, the Gantegh, 

 in their email every month,  

please forward their email address 

to the office at: 

pauline@stsvartanantzchurch.org 
 

 



REQUIEM  SERVICE 

March 19, 2017 
John Arzoomanian - 40th Day Remembrance 

Alice Kojoian - 40th Day Remembrance 
Asadoor and Elmas Avakian 

Haig Martin Baligian 
Lousik Dadayan 
Frances Kizirian 

Harry, Kapriel and Marinos Krikorian 
Abraham Movsessian  
Gevork Odabashyan 
Kathy Grace Peterson 

 Sahak Sahakian  
Lalezar Khimatian Talbot 

Zaven Tenkarian, Vahram Samuelian, Heghine  
Manasian and Louise Vartanian 

 

March 26, 2017 
Hagop and Aghavni Alahverdian 

Donald and Lillian  Bedrosian, and Nancy Francazio 

Beatrice Bouris 
Margaret DerManuelian 

Violet Garabedian 
Yeghsapert, Easaya, and Garabed Kenoian, John and Sally 

Costigan, and Albert Vincent Reizian 
Rose Marabian, Babig and Vartoohe Marabian, and Gulizar Ivazian 

Azniv and Sarkis Parseghian 
Sarkis Stepanian 
Roxie Surabian  

 



On Friday, March 10th, the ANC-RI welcomed  
Artsakh Ombudsman, Ruben Melikian, to the Rhode Island 

community, arranging meetings with various elected officials, 
and hosting a presentation on Azerbaijan's aggression and serious 

human rights violations against Artsakh & Armenia. 
 

 
 

    
 

      Mr. Melikian with ANCA Eastern Region         Mr. Melikian with United States 
                       Chair, Steve Mesrobian                      Congressman David Cicilline 



 

Scholarship Information! 
 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL AND  

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
 

ARS EASTERN USA’S UNDERGRADUATE AND LAZARIAN 

GRADUATE 2017 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

ARE AVAILABLE. Website scholarship page www.arseastusa.org. 

Deadline for submitting applications is April 1, 2017. 

 

PROVIDENCE ARS ‘ANI’ CHAPTER UNDERGRADUATE 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE.  

Must be a RI Resident and in second year of college. 

Call KAREN PILLA – 274-1033 or EMAIL KPilla1015@gmail.com 

Deadline for submitting applications is April 1, 2017. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THE RHODE ISLAND FOUNDATION 

 Year 2017 Scholarship Application 

Vaughn Avedisian Memorial Fund 
 

The Vaughn Avedisian Scholarship Fund was established in 2003 within 

the Rhode Island Community Foundation to benefit students from Rhode 

Island to attend a non-profit post-secondary institution that offers either 

a two-year associate or a four-year college degree. The scholarships 

averaging $2,000 will be given annually. 
 

SELECTION CRITERIA 

In order to qualify as an applicant, you must meet the following criteria: 

• Rhode Island Student. 

• Accepted into an accredited post-secondary institution. 

• Able to demonstrate financial need. 
 

http://www.arseastusa.org/
mailto:KPIilla1015@gmail.com


A COMPLETE APPLICATION INCLUDES: 

_ A completed application form _ One essay 

_ A copy of your financial aid award letter  

_ A copy of your final Student Aid Report 

_ Most recent high school or college transcript (attached) 
 

DEADLINE 

Your application must arrive by April 4, 2017. All applicants are evaluated 

using the same essential information.  Please answer all requested items.  

Incomplete applications cannot be considered--if information is missing, 

we will not be able to make accurate judgments.  Grants will be made on 

an objective, non-discriminating basis. 
 

Please mail your application and all required materials in  

ONE envelope to: Vaughn Avedisian Memorial Fund 

C/O Sylvia Long 

67 Pojac Point Road * North Kingstown, RI 02852  
     

Please contact Sylvia Long at (401) 884-4343 with any questions 

concerning the application process. If you would like to receive an 

application, please email John Takian: johnt@blissproperties.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Scholarship Committee of 

Sts. Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church 
is pleased to announce that applications are now available for the  

Charles Yaghoobian, Jr. Scholarship Grants for 2017.  
Scholarship Grants will be awarded to qualified members of all three 

Armenian Churches in RI. Applicants must be dues paying members of 

their church.  Scholarships are limited for up to 3 years only.   

We are currently seeking qualified candidates for consideration.   

For an application and a list of eligibility requirements you may contact: 

Nathalie Yaghoobian, 353-2488. 

The deadline to submit completed application and all 

documentation is April 1, 2017. 



Daughters of Vartan, Aik Otyag #10 

MERIT BASED SCHOLARSHIP FOR  

ARMENIAN STUDENTS 
The Daughters of Vartan, Aik Otyag #10, is proud to announce a 

$1,000.00 academic scholarship for a High School Senior who: 

 

(1) is a person of Armenian descent accepted to a full time undergraduate 

program at an institution of higher learning. 

 

(2) is an American Citizen. 

 

(3) is a resident of the State of Rhode Island, or, if a resident of another 

state, has a closely related relative who is a member of Daughters of 

Vartan, Aik Otyag #10, Providence, RI.** 

 

(4) has demonstrated academic excellence. 

 

You are invited to apply for the Aik Otyag Academic Scholarship by 

furnishing the Aik Otyag#10, Daughters of Vartan Scholarship Committee 

with the following forms: (1) The attached application completed by you 

and your parents or guardians; (2) Copy of most current official 

transcript; (3) An essay of 300 words or less; (4) Two letters of 

recommendation; and (5) Acceptance letter from the school you will be 

attending. 

 

(6) COMPLETED APPLICATION POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN 

MAY 5, 2017 

 

(7) Late or incomplete applications will not be accepted. 

 

Applications and further information are available at the church office.  

 



CALENDAR of  EVENTS 
 

Adult Bible Study meets every Monday at 7:00 pm. 

Our Ladies will once again be making Bahotz Kufta 
for Lent on March 23rd and 24th. Cost is $15/dozen.  

Please place your order with Sarah Markarian 
at 401-861-5022, and indicate Spicy or Mild. 

 

March 5 to April 9 
ARS "Ani" Chapter Easter Food Drive 
Please place items in the box outside 

Fermanian Fellowship Hall. 
 

Weekend of March 17-19, 2017 

AYF Junior Winter Olympics 
Hosted by Providence 

 

Wednesday, March 22, 2017 

Men's Club Lenten Dinner - 6:00 pm 
to benefit the Sunday School and Providence 

Rescue Mission 

Lenten Vespers Service - 7:00 pm 
Homilist: Rev. Fr. Shnork Souin 

 

Friday, March 24, 2017 

Hamazkayin of RI lecture presented by 
Prof. Richard Hovanissian at 

Sts. Vartanantz Church - 7:00 pm 
 



CALENDAR of  EVENTS 
 

Sunday, March 26, 2017 

ARS "Arax" Chapter Vospov Kufta Sale 

Sunday School Bowling Party 
Town Hall Lanes-Johnston, RI - 1:30 pm 

 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Lenten Vespers Service - 7:00 pm 
Followed by Fellowship provided by the 

Christian Education Committee (CEC) 
Homilist: Rev. Fr. Mikael Der Kosrofian 

 

Friday, March 31, 2017 

Hamazkayin of RI presents a concert by 
"Miqayel Voskanyan & Friends," 

a jazz folk band based in Yerevan, Armenia 
Aramian Auditorium - 8:00 pm 

 

Sunday, April 2, 2017 

ARS "Ani" Chapter presents the  
"First Annual Easter Parade" 

Sign-up sheets are available at Church and the Parade will 
take place in the Aramian Auditorium immediately 

following the Divine Liturgy 
 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ladies' Guild Lenten Dinner - 6:00 pm 
Lenten Vespers Service - 7:00 pm 

Homilist: Archpriest Fr. Gomidas Baghsarian 



CALENDAR of  EVENTS 
 

Sunday, April 9, 2017 

PALM SUNDAY 
ARS "Arax" Chapter 

Easter Cookie Tray Bake Sale 
 

From the March 16, 2017 edition of  

Crossroads 
********************************************************** 

SUNDAY OF THE STEWARD 
 

 

 

This Sunday, March 19, the fourth Sunday of Lent, is the Sunday of the 
Steward (Dntesi Giragi). The parable of the Unrighteous Steward is in 
the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 16 (see reading above). This parable is 
about a rich man and his steward. The steward was one who looked 
out for his own personal benefit and through his cunning arrangements 
he made deals with those who were in debt to his master. Jesus used 
this parable not to condone the behavior of the steward but rather as 
an illustration of qualities that have a necessary place in the life of 
true disciples. Since we are stewards of the world, we are 



accountable to our Lord for the talents we have and the things that 
have been entrusted to our care. 

Throughout His ministry, Jesus used parables as a teaching tool. His 
parables were common stories, usually short and always interesting. 
Generally, the stories were used to convey important moral and 
ethical lessons. Some of the parables are simple and easy to 
comprehend. Others are more complex and challenging. 

 

SAINTS HONORED THIS SATURDAY 
 

 

St. Hovhan of Odzun 

 

 

 

 

St. John, Patriarch of Jerusalem, succeeded St. 
Cyril as Patriarch of Jerusalem (386-417). He 
grew up with the monks at the monastery of 
Nitria (Egypt) where he learned about 
Christianity and the teachings of Origen. He was 
noted for his keen intellect and is said to have 
delivered inspiring and eloquent sermons. 

Hovhan Odznetsi (St. John of Otzoon) was 
catholicos from 717 t9o 728, which was a period 
when Armenia was under Arab rule. He defended 
Armenians from forced conversion and was 
successful in securing the right of worship for 
Armenian Christians. He was also successful in 
securing tax-exempt status for the church. He 
was highly admired and respected. 

Hovhan Vorodnetsi (St. John of Orotni) was born 
in 1317. Following his ordination he served as 
the monasteries of Klatzor and Datev. He 
dedicated most of his efforts toward the 
preservation of the orthodox faith, and against 
the attempt to merge the Armenian Church with 
the Latin Church. He wrote commentaries on the 
Gospel of John and the epistles of St. Paul. 

 



 

St. Krikor of Datev 
 

Krikor Datevatzi (St. Gregory of Datev), born in 
1346 in the province of Vayotz Tzor, is perhaps 
the best known of the four. He was a student of 
John of Orotni and a great defender of the 
character of the Armenian Church. He was a 
brilliant scholar; he knew Latin fluently and had 
studied the Greek philosophers extensively. He is 
regarded to be the greatest teacher of the 
Armenian Church. His most famous work is the 
Book of Questions (Kirk Hartsmants), which 
examines questions of faith. He is also credited 
with setting a high standard for preaching. He is 
often referred to as “the second Gregory the 
Illuminator.” Datevatzi, who died in 1409, had 
the distinction of being the last person to be 
canonized in the Armenian Church until two 
years ago when the Martyrs of April were 
sanctified on the 100th anniversary of the 
Armenian Genocide. 

 

MEDIAN DAY OF LENT 

Next Wednesday (March 22) is the median day of Lent (Meechink). It is 
the 24th day of Lent and it falls on the Wednesday of the fourth week 
of Lent. Although it does not have any specific religious significance, 
this mid-point day has been traditionally marked as a special day and 
occasion for fellowship, friendship, and the sharing of a Lenten meal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********************************************************** 
 

If you would like to receive CROSSROADS in your email, please visit: 
www.armenianprelacy.org, click on the tab for "News and Events", 

go to CROSSROADS, and click on the link to sign up for the 
CROSSROADS E-Newsletter. 

********************************************************** 
 



 

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET: 
 

SYRIAN ARMENIAN COMMUNITY NEEDS 
OUR HELP MORE THAN EVER 

 
The crisis in Syria requires our financial assistance. 

Please keep this community in your prayers, your hearts,  
and your pocketbooks. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET OUR ONGOING RELIEF 

EFFORTS FOR THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY IN SYRIA 

WHERE CONDITIONS ARE BECOMING INCREASINGLY 

MORE DIFFICULT. 

 

THE NEED IS REAL. 
 

THE NEED IS GREAT. 
 

DONATIONS TO THE FUND FOR SYRIAN ARMENIAN RELIEF 
CAN BE MADE ON LINE AT WWW.ARMENIANPRELACY.ORG 
Click on the DONATE link and select Syrian Armenian Relief 

 
OR IF YOU PREFER, YOU MAY MAIL YOUR DONATION TO: 

 

Armenian Prelacy 
138 E. 39th Street 

New York, NY 10016 
Checks payable to: Armenian Apostolic Church of America 

(Memo: Syrian Armenian Relief) 
 

Thank you for your help. 
 





 



 

 
 

**Looking for households in the area to host out-of-state AYF Juniors as they  

travel to Providence to compete in this year's games.  

Please contact Harout Tashian or Rita Minassian for more information! 

Phone - (401) 419-8103 

Email- h.tashian@gmail.com or ritaminassian@yahoo.com 

 

 

tel:(401)%20419-8103
mailto:h.tashian@gmail.com
mailto:ritaminassian@yahoo.com


 

 
 

Sponsored by the 

STS. VARTANANTZ CHURCH 

MEN'S CLUB 
 

Wednesday, March 22, 2017 

6:00 pm 

Fermanian Fellowship Hall 
 

All proceeds to benefit the 

Sts. Vartanantz Church Sunday School 

and the 

Providence Rescue Mission 

 

Lenten Vespers Service - 7:00 pm 

 
Donation: Adults  $12.00 ----- Children under 10  $7.00 

 

 



HAMAZKAYIN OF RI 
Presents 

The newly published 14th volume in the UCLA series, Historic Armenian Cities and Provinces 

Armenian Communities of the Northeastern Mediterranean 

Musa Dagh-Dört-Yol-Kessab (with Antioch, Beylan,  

Ruj valley, and villages near Latakia) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               

 

 

 

Presented at Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church 

Friday, March 24
th

, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

Presented by Dr. Richard G. Hovannisian 

Featured Speaker with Illustrated Presentation 

Refreshments provided, Book purchase and signing available after program 
 

This PowerPoint presentation is based on the last three volumes of Professor Hovannisian’s 

UCLA conference series “Historic Armenian Cities and Provinces.” It focuses on lesser known 

but vibrant Armenian communities in Asia Minor, such as Ismid, Bardizag, Adabazar, Armash, 

and Bursa as far as Konia; the Cappadocian region of Gesaria/Kayseri, Talas, Evkere, Tomarza, 

and Evereg-Fenese; and the Northeastern Mediterranean coastal centers of Dort-Yol, the Sanjak 

of Alexandrettta, Musa Dagh, and Kessab, an area where the rugged and sturdy people 

repeatedly demonstrated their heroism. 

!



Armenian Relief Society 
ARAX Chapter 

 

Vosbov Kufta Dinner (Lentil Kufta) 
 

  
 

Served with salad and bread 
Take out only                                                           Donation $10  

 

 
Sunday March 26, 2017 

 

   after church services  
 

Sts. Vartanantz Church, Fermanian Hall 
7 Armenia St.  

Providence, RI 02909 
 

Place your order by submitting the online form or by calling  
Seta Tarbinian at (401) 944-0742 

 
All proceeds will benefit the many programs of the Armenian Relief Society, including orphanages,  
scholarships, Camp Haiastan, Syrian Armenian Relief, Artsakh Soseh Kindergartens and numerous  

humanitarian projects sponsored by the ARS. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15QqZVQMugDo37die5h0y3dXLnC2Kr0JSR8EZdCT1wWk/edit


!

 

    HAMAZKAYIN OF RI 
  Presents 

 

 
   and FRIENDS BAND  

    Also featuring SEVANA TCHAKERIAN 

    (member of Collectif Medz Bazar of France) 
 

 
 

 Armenian Folk and Jazz Band from Armenia 

   Friday, March 31
st
, 2017 at 8:00 pm 

  Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church  
 Aramian Auditorium 

  7 Armenia St. 

 Providence, RI 02909  

  $25 (wine and mezze included) 

 

  For tickets, please contact: 

Sarkis Tarpinian at (401) 578-1861 or Sasoun8@verizon.net 

Taline Mkrtschjan at (401) 481-4877 or HamazkayinRI@gmail.com 

Or reserve your seats online  

 

mailto:Sasoun8@verizon.net
mailto:HamazkayinRI@gmail.com
https://www.paperlesspost.com/events/23254500-d98b2f29/replies


 



Armenian Relief Society 
ARAX Chapter 

 

Easter Bake Sale 
 

 
Cookie trays of 2.5 lbs each 

 
Palm Sunday April 9, 2017 

 

   after church services  
 

Sts. Vartanantz Church, Fermanian Hall 
7 Armenia St.  

Providence, RI 02909 
 

Place your order by submitting the online form or by calling  
Seta Tarbinian at (401) 944-0742 

 
All proceeds will benefit the many programs of the Armenian Relief Society, including orphanages, 
scholarships, Camp Haiastan, Syrian Armenian Relief, Artsakh Soseh Kindergartens and numerous 

humanitarian projects sponsored by the ARS. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Oaml3fh5vR5hEyx-6_CcQNrE_7lmi7Rs8DW_LHKdtg8/edit


 



 



 
 



 

 

 

 



 


