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Palm Sunday          March 20, 2016 
 

 Please Join Us in Worship this Sunday 

Morning Service   9:30 am 

Divine Liturgy  10:00 am - Sermon  11:15 

 Մասնակցեցէք Ս.Պատարագին` 

    Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն  9:30 

     Ս. Պատարագ  10:00 - Քարոզ  11:15                  
 

 

 



 
 

Older Students of our Sunday School  
reading the Prayers of St. Nerses Shnorali 

during the Lenten Vespers Service 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Young Adult Fellowship has been meeting throughout Lent. 
Each Thursday evening, young adults between the ages of 18 and 30  

have been gathering under the leadership of Michael Markarian  
for an evening of discussion and fellowship. 

 

 
 

************************************************* 

Ø²îÂ¾àê 

21:1 
 

ºñµ ºñáõë³Õ¿ÙÇ Ùûï»ó³Ý »õ Ñ³ë³Ý ´»Ã÷³·¿,  ÒÇÃ»Ý»³ó É»ñ³Ý ÏáÕÇó, 

ÚÇëáõë Çñ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñ¿Ý »ñÏáõùÁ ÕñÏ»óª ³ÝáÝó å³ïáõÇñ»Éáí. ¦¶³ó¿ù ë³ 

¹ÇÙ³óÇ ·ÇõÕÁ »õ ³ÝÙÇç³å¿ë ÑáÝ Ï³åáõ³Í ¿ß ÙÁ åÇïÇ ·ïÝ¿ù ÇÝ ³õ³ÝÇÏÇÝ 

Ñ»ï. ù³Ï»ó¿ù »õ ÇÝÍÇ µ»ñ¿ù: ºÃ¿ Ù¿ÏÁ ³é³ñÏ¿, Áë¿ù. ¦î¿ñÁ ³ÝáÝó å¿ïù 

áõÝÇ§, »õ ³ÝÙÇç³å¿ë ÃáÛÉ åÇïÇ ï³Û Ó»½Ç§: ²ëÇÏ³ å³ï³Ñ»ó³õ, áñå¿ë½Ç 

Çñ³Ï³Ý³Ý³Û Ù³ñ·³ñ¿ÇÝ ËûëùÁ. ¦ºñáõë³Õ¿ÙÇ Áë¿ù. ²Ñ³ ùáõ Ã³·³õáñ¹ 

ù»½Ç Ïáõ ·³Û. ²ÝÇÏ³ Ñ»½ ¿, Ýëï³Í Çßáõ ÙÁ ³õ³Ý³ÏÇÝ íñ³Û§: 
 



²ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ ·³óÇÝ »õ Ï³ï³ñ»óÇÝ ÇÝã áñ ÚÇëáõë å³ïáõÇñ»ó Çñ»Ýó: ´»ñÇÝ 

¿ßÝ áõ ³õ³Ý³ÏÁ »õ Çñ»Ýó Ñ³·áõëïÝ»ñÁ ³ÝáÝó íñ³Û ¹ñÇÝ: ²å³ ÚÇëáõë 

Ýëï³õ ³õ³Ý³ÏÇÝ íñ³Û: ÄáÕáíáõÝ¹¿Ý ß³ï»ñ Çñ»Ýó Ñ³·áõëïÝ»ñÁ Ïñ ÷é¿ÇÝ 

×³ÙµáõÝ íñ³Û, áõñÇßÝ»ñ Í³é»ñ¿Ý áëï»ñ ÏÁ Ïïñ¿ÇÝ  »õ ï³ñ³Í¿ÇÝ ×³ÙµáõÝ  

íñ³Û: ºõ  ³ÙµáÕç µ³½ÙáõÃÇõÝÁ, áñ Ã³÷ûñÇÝ Ù¿ç ÚÇëáõëÇ ³éç»õ¿Ý  Ïª»ñÃ³ñ 

Ï³Ù ÏÁ Ñ»ï»õ¿ñ Çñ»Ý, Ïª³Õ³Õ³Ï¿ñ. 

 

¦úñÑÝáõÃÇõÝ ¸³õÇÃÇ áñ¹ÇÇÝ, 

ûñÑÝ»³É ¿ ³Ý áñ Ïáõ ·³Û  îÇñáç ³ÝáõÝáí: 

úñÑÝáõÃÇõÝ  ´³ñÓ»³ÉÇÝ§: 
 
 

 
GOSPEL 

Matthew 21: 1-17 
The Triumphal Entry 

 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent  two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will 
find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her.  Untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone 
says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 
 

This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

 “Say to the Daughter of Zion,‘See, your king comes to you,gentle and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.  They brought the donkey and 
the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.  A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road.  The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,  

 “Hosanna to the Son of David!, Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!,  
Hosanna in the highest!” 

 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”  The 
crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 
Jesus at the Temple 

 

Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. “It is 
written,” he said to them, “My house will be called a house of prayer, but you are making it 



a ‘den of robbers.’”  The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed 
them.  But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he 
did and the children shouting in the temple area, “Hosanna to the Son of David,”  they 
were indignant. “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him “Yes,” 
replied Jesus, “have you never read “‘From the lips of children and infants you have 
ordained praise?’”  And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent 
the night.                                                                              (On Page 977 in your Bible) 

 
 

EPISTLE 
Philippians 4:4 - 7 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to 
all.  The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.                                      
                                                                                                         (On Page 1163 in your Bible) 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Altar Candles donated in Loving Memory of  
the Navoian, Bogoian and Haroian Families 

by Members of their Families 

  

 
 
 

 

Palms donated in Loving Memory of  
Peter Mantaian and 1st Lt. Charles Yaghoobian 

 by Mrs. Martha Mantaian and Family 

 

 
Godfather of the Curtain  

Vahe Oharonian 



REQUIEM  SERVICE 
March 20, 2016 

 

Anatoly Mangassarian --- Fortieth Day Remembrance 
 

Oskie Mouradjian --- Fortieth Day Remembrance 
 

Hagop and Aghavni Alahverdian 
 

Donald Bedrosian 
 

Lillian  Bedrosian and Nancy Francazio 
 

Michael Der Hagopian 
 

Margaret Der Manouelian 
 

Avedis and Zabel Demoorjian, and Sarkis and Anneg Kopoian 
Maritza Dolbashian 

 

Violet Garabedian 
 

Harry Kachadourian 
 

Diramayr Rose Kassabian 
 

Harry, Kapriel and Marinos Krikorian 
 

Sarah Leylegian 
 

Hagop and Arshalous Madoian 
 

Peter Mantaian 
 

Vartoohe, Babig and Rose Marabian and Gulizar Ivazian 
 

Garabed Masdanian 
 

Abraham Movsessian  
 

Gevork Odabashyan 
 

Kathy Grace Peterson 
 

Yeghsapert, Easaya, and Garabed Kenoian, John and Sally 
Costigan and Albert Vincent Reizian 

 



Sarkis Stepanian 
 

Roxie Surabian  
 

Lalezar Khimatian Talbot 
 

Zaven Tenkarian, Vahram Samuelian, Heghine Manasian, 
 and Louise Vartanian 

 
March 27, 2016 --- EASTER 

there will be no Requiem  Service 

 
CALENDAR  of  EVENTS   

 

Adult Bible Study meets each Monday at 7 pm 

 
Members of our Ladies’ Guild have been very busy 
making Armenian delicacies for you to enjoy! 
Choreg, Kufta and Lenten Bahotz Kufta [mild or 
spicy] are available for purchase on Sundays after 
Church as well as during the week.  Please contact 
the Church Office at 401-831-6399 to arrange for  
pick-up etc. 

 

 
 



 

Parishioners 
Please refrain from parking  

in the Gas Station Lot  

as it is now open for business on Sundays. 

 

 
 
 

March 1 thru 27, 2015 
ARS sponsored Food Drive for the RI Community Food Bank 
Non-perishable food items should be left in the hallway bins  

 
This Sunday, March 20, 2016 

Coffee Hour Fellowship will be hosted by the Bagdasarov 
Family in Loving Memory of Anatoly Mangassarian 

 

Holy Week Schedule 
 
 

Palm Sunday, March 20th 
Morning Service                       9:30 am 
Divine Liturgy      10:00 am 

Turunpatzek Opening of the Gates  12:00 pm 

 
Godfather of the Opening of the Curtain: 

Vahe  Oharonian 
 

 



Maundy Thursday, March 24th 
Washing of the Disciples’ Feet        7:00 pm 
Betrayal of Jesus (Khavaroom)        8:00 pm 

 
Good Friday, March 25th 

Commemoration of Christ’s Burial     7:00 pm 

 
Holy Saturday, March 26th 
Evening Service          7:00 pm 
Divine Liturgy          7:30 pm 

 
Note:  Pupils of the Mourad Armenian School and Sunday School will receive 

Holy Communion on Saturday, March 26th at 10:00 am. Adults are also 
invited.  Breakfast hosted by the Ladies' Guild 

 
Easter Sunday, March 27th 
Morning Service          9:30 am 
Divine Liturgy        10:00 am 
Sermon                11:00 am 

 
Sunday, March 27, 2016 

Homenetmen will host their Annual Easter Dinner  
following the Divine Liturgy in Aramian Auditorium 

 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday, April 3, 2016 
ARS Blood Drive in Memory of our Saints of the 1915 Genocide 

Lower School Hall 



 
 

 

Winter Weather may still be upon us! 
 

 

Please remember to check for our cancellations.  They 

will be listed on all local radio and television stations 

and their web sites. 
 

 

 

 

Visit our website for updated Church News 
 
 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org 
 

 

 
Assistant Secretary Position 

 

 
Sts. Vartanantz Church is looking to hire someone as an Assistant Secretary with 
the potential to become the Secretary/Office Manager in the future. 
Approximately 25 hours per week. Computer proficiency is a must.  Knowledge 
of the Armenian language is preferred but not mandatory. 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org/


 

Those qualified and interested should contact the Church Office [401-831-6399]  
for an application and complete job description. 
 
 

******************************************** 

Scholarship  information 
 

The Valerie Norbury Scholarship at CCRI for incoming students of Armenian  

heritage. Contact CCRI for further information. 

 

ARS EASTERN USA’S Undergraduate & Lazarian Graduate 2015 Scholarship 

Applications are available.  Website scholarship page www.arseastusa.org.  

Deadline for submitting applications is April 1, 2016 
 
Providence ARS “Ani” Chapter Undergraduate Scholarship Applications are now 

available.  Must be a RI Resident and in second year of college.  Call Karen Pilla  

274-1033 or email kpilla1015@gmail.com   Deadline for submitting applications is  

April 1, 2016 
The Scholarship Committee of Sts. Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church, is 

pleased to announce that applications are now available for the Charles 

Yaghoobian, Jr. Scholarship Grants for 2016.  Scholarship Grants will be 

awarded to qualified members of all three Armenian Churches in RI.  Applicants 

must be dues paying members of their church.  Scholarships are limited for up to 

3 years only.  We are currently seeking qualified candidates for consideration.  

For an application and a list of eligibility requirements you may contact: Nathalie 

Yaghoobian, 353-2488.  The deadline to submit completed application and all 

documentation is April 1, 2016.  

 
The Vaughn Avedisian Scholarship Fund was established in 2003 within the 

Rhode Island Community Foundation to benefit students from Rhode Island to 

attend a non-profit post-secondary institution that offers either a two-year 

associate or a four-year college degree. The scholarships averaging $2,000 will be 

given annually. Your application must arrive by April 4, 2016.  For further 

information and/or an application, please contact John Takian by emailing him at 

johnt@blissproperties.net 
 

http://www.arseastusa.org/
mailto:kpilla1015@gmail.com
tel:353-2488
mailto:johnt@blissproperties.net


******************************************** 
 

Paul O. and Mary Boghossian Memorial Trust Scholarship Awards Scholarships 

for study at institutions of higher education beyond the secondary level to RI 

students who demonstrate: financial need, academic capability; and potential to 

contribute to the USA and its form of government. 
 

Scholarship awards from the Trust are limited to RI students from any one of the  

following groups : 

1)  Residents of Kent, Newport or Washington Counties in the state of RI;  

or 

2) Members and former members of the Kent County branch of the YMCA in 

the City of Warwick;  or 

3) Members and former members of the Pawtucket Boys & Girls Club, in the 

city of Pawtucket;  or  

4) Members or descendants of a member of Park Place Congregational 

Church, in the city of Pawtucket;  or 

5) Persons or descendants of persons who are Armenian by national origin or 

descent 
 

All decisions pertaining to scholarship applications and awards are made by a  

Scholarship Committee composed of individuals independent of the Boghossian 

Family and Bank of America, N.A., the Corporate Trustee. 
 

For questions regarding the scholarship process 

 please contact Ms. Dian Parker Quinn at 617-434-6454 or 

dian.quinn@ustrust.com 
 

Copies of the application are available in our Church Office  

 
******************************************** 

 

Daughters of Vartan, Aik Otyag #10 

MERIT BASED SCHOLARSHIP  

FOR ARMENIAN STUDENTS 
 

The Daughters of Vartan, Aik Otyag #10, is proud to announce a $1,000.00academic scholarship 

for a High School Senior who: 
 

mailto:dian.quinn@ustrust.com


(1)   is a person of Armenian descent accepted to a full time undergraduate program at an 

       institution of higher learning. 

(2)   is an American Citizen. 

(3)   is a resident of the State of Rhode Island, or, if a resident of another state, has a closely 

  related relative who is a member of Daughters of Vartan, Aik Otyag #10, Providence, RI.** 

(4)  has demonstrated academic excellence. 
 

You are invited to apply for the Aik Otyag Academic Scholarship by furnishing the 

Aik Otyag #10, Daughters of Vartan Scholarship Committee with the following 

forms: 
 

  (1)  COMPLETED APPLICATION POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN MAY 15,  2016 

(2)  LATE OR INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  

 

Copies of the application are available in our Church Office  
 
 
 

************************************************************ 

 

From the March 17th issue of Crossroads 
 

 



 

PALM SUNDAY 
 
This Sunday, March 20, is Palm Sunday commemorating Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem and the beginning of Holy Week. The Church is joyful after forty days of 
repentance. Christ is coming to Jerusalem. He is coming in the name of the Lord in 
fulfillment of the prophecy (Zechariah 9:9-16). 
 

Rejoice, O Jerusalem, and adorn your bridal chamber, O Sion, for behold your King Christ, seated on 
the new colt, shows meekness and comes to enter into your chamber. … Cry aloud, Hosanna, 
blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord, who has great mercy. (From the Introit of Palm 
Sunday) 
 

 

REMEMBRANCE OF THE RAISING OF LAZARUS 
 

 
 

This Saturday, March 19, we remember the Raising of Lazarus as told in the Gospel of 
John, Chapter 11. Lazarus and his sisters Mary and Martha were good friends of 
Jesus. Their home in Bethany (near Jerusalem) was Jesus’ home whenever he was in 
Jerusalem. Lazarus’s sudden death threw his sisters into deep mourning. Jesus also 
wept for his friend. John’s gospel account emphasizes the fact that Lazarus was 
indeed dead by pointing out that his body was in the tomb. Jesus’ raising of Lazarus 
convinced many people of his unique powers, and according to John, the authorities 
took steps to try to silence him. 
 



Lazarus represents humankind and Bethany represents the whole world. The major 
themes of this day are the forthcoming victory of Christ over death, the supreme 
sacrifice of love, and the resurrection as the ultimate triumph of love. 
 

A hymn traditionally sung on Saturday evening (eve of Palm Sunday) says: “With the 
raising of Lazarus by which the dead were given hope, the descendants of Adam were 
also raised….” Thus, as the Lenten period comes to an end, we are greeted by the 
hope of Christ’s promise of the resurrection of humanity. 
 

The forty days of Great Lent (Medz Bahk) come to an end with Vespers on Friday prior 
to the commemoration of the Raising of Lazarus. A new fasting period for Holy Week 
begins on Monday and continues through Holy Saturday. 
 
 

HOLY WEEK 
 

We are now entering the most solemn period for Christians—Holy Week—leading us to 
our most sacred holiday, Easter. The week before Easter marks a series of events in 
the life of Jesus, which were preordained. These events include the raising of Lazarus 
(described above) and the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, where he is 
greeted by large assembly of people, who are carrying olive and palm branches (See 
Bible reading) 
 

On Palm Sunday (Tsaghkazard) the altar curtain, which was closed at the beginning of 
Lent, is open. The palms are blessed and distributed to the faithful. Children dressed in 
their best clothes, carry beautifully decorated crosses as they parade around the 
church in a procession. In the evening, or as now done immediately following the 
Divine Liturgy, the faithful gather at the door of the church or at the closed altar, for the 
Opening of the Gates (Trnpatsek) ceremony, symbolizing the opening of the gates to 
the Kingdom of God. This solemn penitential service in preparation of Holy Week is 
unique to the Armenian Church. 

 

Each day of Holy Week (also called Great Week, Avak Shabat) is a holy day. Monday 
commemorate the barren fig tree (Matthew 21:18-20). Tuesday commemorates the 
Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:13). Wednesday commemorate the Anointment and Betrayal 
of Christ (Matthew 26). Thursday is Maundy Thursday, which originates from Christ’s 
command that His disciples love one another (John 13:34). In the evening the Washing 
of the Feet (Votunlva) takes place in remembrance of the events of the Last Supper. 
Late Thursday evening the betrayal and torment of Christ, Tenebrae (Latin for 
darkness; in Armenian Khavaroum), is commemorated. In one of the most dramatic 
services, Gospel readings describing Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, the betrayal 
by Judas, and denial by Peter, are read interspersed with the singing of hymns 
composed by Nerses Shnorhali, some of the most beautiful hymns of the Armenian 
Church. Holy Friday (Avak Ourpat), the solemnest day in the Christian calendar, 
commemorates the crucifixion, death, and burial of our Lord. 



 

THE INSPIRING MUSIC OF HOLY WEEK 
 

The Armenian Church’s hymns for Holy Week, from Christ’s triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem to his passion and crucifixion, to his burial and resurrection, comprise some 
of the most beautiful and inspiring music ever created. 
 

Palm Sunday is the first outburst of joy after the somber Lenten period, and the hymn 
“Rejoice, O Holy Church” (Ourakh Ler) expresses the joy of Palm Sunday. “Rejoice, O 
Holy Church, at the advent of the Holy Only-begotten, rejoice and delight with all 
the saints. Blessed are you. You who came, King of the universe.” 
 

During the Opening of the Doors ceremony (Trnpatsek), the beautiful hymn, “Open to 
us Lord” (Pats Mez Der) is sung at the door of the church or in front of the closed 
altar. “We beseech you, O Lord, open for us, open for us, Lord, the gate of your 
mercy, we beseech you imploringly, O Lord.” 
 

During the vigil on Maundy Thursday some of the most melodious and memorable 
hymns are sung including: “My Heart Trembles: (Sird Im Sasani); “Seized by the Love 
of Money” (Ardsatsiroutyampun Molyal), and the heartbreaking “Where Are You, O 
Mother” (Oor Es Mayr Im). “Where are you, most sweet mother? I fervently seek 
your motherly love. My eyes are filled with bitter tears; I have no one to wipe 
them away. Where are you, my mother?” 
 

******************************************** 
SYRIAN ARMENIAN COMMUNITY  

NEEDS OUR HELP MORE THAN EVER 
 
 
 

The crisis in Syria requires our financial assistance. 
 

Please keep this community in your prayers, 
your hearts, and your pocketbooks. 

 

 
PLEASE DO NOT FORGET OUR ONGOING RELIEF EFFORTS FOR THE ARMENIAN 
COMMUNITY IN SYRIA WHERE CONDITIONS ARE BECOMING INCREASINGLY MORE 
DIFFICULT. 

 

THE NEED IS REAL.         THE NEED IS GREAT. 
 

DONATIONS TO THE FUND FOR SYRIAN ARMENIAN RELIEF CAN BE 
MADE BY MAILING YOUR DONATION TO: 



Armenian Prelacy 
138 E. 39th Street 

New York, NY 10016 
 

Checks payable to: Armenian Apostolic Church of America 
(Memo: Syrian Armenian Relief) 

 
 

******************************************** 
 

A R M E N I A N  R E L I E F  S O C I E T Y 
 

ANI & ARAX CHAPTERS 

 

 EASTER FOOD DRIVE  

FOR THE R. I. COMMUNITY FOOD BANK 
 

 COMMUNITY OF STS.VARTANANTZ CHURCH 

 
AYF AND HOMENETMENT SCOUTS 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ARMENIAN SCHOOL  

STUDENTS ARE ASKED TO PARTICIPATE WITH  

WITH THE ARS CHAPTERS TO DONATE 

CANNED AND DRY FOODS TO HELP THE NEEDY 

   
DONATIONS MAY BE LEFT IN THEBOXES IN THE BACK 

HALLWAY FROM MARCH 1 TO MARCH 27 

 
ALL DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

 
GOD BLESS YOU ALL. 

 

 
 


