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Third Sunday of Transfiguration  
Sunday, July 26, 2015 

 

 Please Join Us in Worship this Sunday 

Morning Service   9:30 am 

Divine Liturgy  10:00 am - Sermon  11:15 

 Մասնակցեցէք Ս.Պատարագին` 

    Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն  9:30 

     Ս. Պատարագ  10:00 - Քարոզ  11:15                  
 

 



Blessing of the Holy Muron 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

BLESSING OF THE HOLY MURON TAKES PLACE AMIDST 
SPIRITUAL AND SCENIC SETTING IN BIKFAYA, LEBANON 

 

In the presence of high-level ecumenical leaders, more than a dozen Armenian 
bishops, diplomats, government leaders, and pilgrims from around the world, the 
Blessing of the Muron (Holy Oil) took place last Saturday evening at St. Mary’s 
Monastery in Bikfaya, Lebanon, near the new Memorial Compound and the recently 
refurbished Genocide Memorial that was erected in 1965. His Holiness Aram I, 
Catholicos of the Holy See of the Great House of Cilicia, officiated at the Muron 
blessing service that is the prerogative of the Catholicos and is prepared and blessed 
every seven years. 
 

The uplifting ceremony in the picturesque mountain town of Bikfaya, began as His 
Holiness walked towards the monument under a canopy held by four laymen, 
representing the Armenian Diaspora. They followed two bishops who carried the case 
containing the relic of the right hand of St. Gregory the Illuminator. Four bishops 
carried containers of Muron brought from Holy Etchmiadzin, the old Muron from the 
Catholicosate of Cilicia, and the essence of rose and balsam. 
 

During the ceremony His Holiness was assisted by the Prelates of the dioceses within 
the Holy See of Cilicia, along with two representatives from Holy Etchmiadzin, Bishop 
Vazken Mirzakhanian and Bishop Vartan Navasartian; and two representatives from 
the Patriarchate of Constantinople, Archbishop Aram Ateshian (locum tenens), and 
Bishop Sahak Mashalian. 
 

To the mixture of oil, spices, herbs, and essence of different plants, prepared forty 
days ago, His Holiness added the essence of rose and the Holy Muron from 
Etchmiadzin, symbolizing the unity of the Armenian Church. He then added the old 
Muron, which is the remnant of the healing oil St. Thaddeus brought to Armenia and 
the Holy Muron that was blessed by St. Gregory the Illuminator. The combined Muron 
in the special cauldron was then mixed with the relic of the right hand of St. Gregory 
the Illuminator by Catholicos Aram. 
 

The message of His Holiness Karekin II, read by his representative, said, “I greet His 
Holiness Aram I with brotherly love. On the occasion of the blessing of the Holy Muron, 
we join you with our prayers and intercede with our recently sanctified martyrs and all 
our saints and ask God to grant us His peace, protect us and lead us to Him. The 
blessing of the Holy Muron is an invitation to us to renew our faith in Him, recommit 
ourselves to safeguarding our spiritual heritage and national identity. It is also an 
invitation to serve together for the glory of our Church and for the prosperity and 
strengthening of our homeland and the diaspora.” 
 

In his message Catholicos Aram said that “Historically, the faith, love, and hope of the 
Holy Muron have been the bond between the two Holy Sees. The blessing of the Holy 
Muron today, on the 100th anniversary commemoration of the genocide is an invitation 
to our people to deepen their Christian faith, arm themselves in love and, with the 
power of hope in God, continue demanding justice.” 
 



Scenes from the first two days of 

Sts. Vartanantz Church Summer Bible Camp 
 

Camp started on Monday, July 20th as we welcomed 37 campers between the ages 

of 4 and 12.  Our day began with us gathering in church for prayer and progressed 

with activities, arts and crafts, singing etc. connected to our theme … “God’s 

Awesome Creation”.  On Day Two, we went to Mystic Aquarium. 
 

 
 

Our First Day Together 

Meeting our Teachers and Counselors 

and making new friends 

 



Our Staff 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

Our Trip to Mystic Aquarium 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



GOSPEL 
Matthew 19: 3-12 

 

Some Pharisees came to him to test him.  They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife for any and every reason?” 
 

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator  ‘made them male 
and female,’  and said, ‘For this reason  a man will leave his father and mother to be 
united to his wife, and the two will become as one flesh’?  So they are no longer two, 
but one.   Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.” 
 

“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate 
of divorce and send her away?” 
 

Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were 
hard.  But it was not this way from the beginning.  I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman 
commits adultery.” 
The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is 
better not to marry.” 
 

Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has 
been given.  For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were 
made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the 
kingdom of heaven.  The one who can accept this should accept it.”                                                            
             (on Page 975 in your Bible) 
 

EPISTLE 
1 Corinthians 6:18 - 7:11 

 

Flee from sexual immorality.  All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but 
he who sins sexually sins against his own body.  Do you not know that your body is 
a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You 
are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God with your body. 
 

Now for the matters you wrote about:  It is good for a man not to marry.  But since 
there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman 
her own husband.  The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and 
likewise the wife to her husband.  The wife’s body does not belong to her alone but 
also to her husband.  In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to him 
alone but also to his wife.  Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and 
for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer.  Then come together again 
so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self control.  I say this as a 



concession, not as a command.  I wish that all men were as I am.  But each man has 
his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that. 
 

Now to the unmarried and the widows I say:  It is good for them to stay unmarried, 
as I am.  But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to 
marry than to burn with passion.   
 

To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord):  A wife must not separate 
from her husband.  But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled 
to her husband.  And a husband must not divorce his wife.                                                 
           (on Page 1132 in your Bible) 

 
 

 

Altar Flowers are donated in Loving Memory of 
Araxie and Misak Simonian 

by Vanni and Alice Buratti and Family 

 
 
 
 

 
REQUIEM  SERVICE 

July 26, 2015 
 

Nevard Donabedian Vaughan --- Seventh Day Remembrance 
 

John Dermenjian --- Fortieth Day Remembrance 
 

Annie Tomasian --- Fortieth Day Remembrance 
 

Sirouhi Sue Topalian --- First Year Anniversary 
 

Richard Albanese  
 

Margaret and Stanley Askew Sr. 
 

Kenneth Antranig Baronian  
 

Maria Dasdagulian 
 

Archie Derderian 
 

Mary P., Charles Garabed and Anna Derderian 
 



John Der Manouelian 
 

Russell Gasparian 
 

Hampartzoom, Oski, Arshag, Haigaz, Zaroohi, Mourad, Arshag, 
Anita, Shabouh, Siranoush, and  Oski "Rusty" Hagopian 

 

Tourvanda Marsoubian 
 

Rory Pichi  
 

Misak and Araxie Simonian 
 

Arpine Souvalian 
 

Cacilia Taraksian  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

REQUIEM  SERVICE 
August 2, 2015 

 

Michael Boyajian --- Fortieth Day Remembrance 
 

Moorad Vartanian --- First Year Anniversary 
Ruth Adoian 

 

Harry Ahilijanian, Kheran, Araxie, and Charles Krikorian,  
and Takouhie Tavitian 

 

Florence Ajemian 
 

Nishan Akalarian 
 

Mary Ashukian  
 

Haroutiun and Anitza Avakian 
 

Vahan Bajakian 
 

Anahid Bedrosian 
 

Anna Bedrosian 
 

Ankina and Charles Enokian, and Esgoohi Margosian 
 

Nancy Francazio 
 

Antranig, Maritza, Boghos and Elmas Gurghigian 
 

Hagop Hatzpanian 



 

Harry Kasparian 
 

Jirair Kendrjian  
 

Garabed Maynazarian 
 

Melkon Varadian 
 

 
 

 

Last Call to all  of  Our  Graduates 
 

Please forward your picture and brief bio by email 

 (alice@stsvartanantzchurch.org) immediately if you wish 

 to be included in our Graduates' Page which will appear 

       in a  special August issue of the Gantegh 
  

 

Please remember to remit your  
2015 Membership Dues/Stewardship 

 
 

***************************************************** 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS   
Church Summer Schedule is now in effect 

Soorp Badarak starts at 9:15 am 
 

This Friday, July 24, 2015 
Summer Bible Camp Closing Presentation 

Aramian Auditorium        3 pm 
Please support our children with your attendance 

 



Saturday, August 8, 2015 
Preparations for our Church Picnic starting at 9:30 am  

in Fermanian Fellowship Hall 
Lunch will be served.  Please come and help!   

 
Sunday, August 9, 2015 

Annual Church Picnic --- rain or shine   
Camp Haiastan, Franklin, MA 

Please remember to remit your Madagh Donations 

 
September 3 - 7, 2015 

AYF~YOARF Olympics in Providence 
For information contact providenceolympics@ayf.org 

 
 

Visit our website for updated Church News 
 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org 

 

 
 
 

From the July 23rd issue of Crossroads 
 

THE HOLY FOREFATHERS…and more 
 

The commemoration of groups of saint is a common practice in the Armenian Church. 
 

Today, July 23, the Armenian Church remembers as a group the Holy Forefathers, 
including: Adam, Abel, Seth, Enosh, Enoch, Noah, Melchizedek, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Joseph, Moses, Aaron, Eleazar, Joshua, Samuel, Samson, Jephthah, Barak, Gideon. 

mailto:providenceolympics@ayf.org
http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org/


 

On Monday, July 27, we remember Saints Maccabees, Eleazar the Priest, Samona and her 
seven sons. 
 

On Tuesday, July 28, we remember the Twelve Holy Prophets: Hosea, Amos, Micah, Joel, 
Obadiah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Jonah, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 

 
SONS AND GRANDSONS OF ST. GREGORY 

 

The Armenian Church collectively remembers the sons and grandsons of St. Gregory the 
Illuminator this Saturday, July 25, namely, Saints Aristakes, Vrtanes, Housik, Grigoris, as 
well as Daniel, who was not related, but was a distinguished and beloved student. All of 
them continued the work of St. Gregory, preaching the word of Christ at great personal 
peril. 
 

 

Gregory had two sons, Aristakes and Vrtanes. Aristakes, the younger son, succeeded 
Gregory as Catholicos and was martyred around 333 A.D. Aristakes represented the 
Armenian Church at the first ecumenical council of Nicaea in 325.  It was at this council 
that the Nicene Creed, recited to this day during the Divine Liturgy, was written and 
adopted. Vrtanes—at this time over 70 years old—was called upon to become catholicos 
and served for eight years until his death. Vrtanes had two sons, Grigoris and Housig. 
Grigoris preached in the northern provinces (present day Georgia) where he was martyred. 
Housig, although not a clergyman, was called upon to assume the catholicosal throne. He 
was martyred in 347. Daniel is included with the sons and grandsons because of his special 
close relationship with the family. Daniel was chosen to succeed Housig as catholicos, but 
never actually served as he too was martyred one year later in 348. 
 

*************************************************************** 
 
 
 

Please Remember  
 

to remit your Madagh Donations 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church 
 

ANNUAL PICNIC 
 

Sunday, August 9, 2015 
12 Noon to 6:00 pm 

at Camp Haiastan, rain or shine 
 

The Blessing of the Madagh and Grapes 
will take place at 3:30 pm 

 

under the auspices of His Eminence, 
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan 

and with the participation of Pastors of 
the New England Area Churches. 

 

ENJOY - Delicious Shish, Losh and Chicken Kebab, 

          Armenian Pastries, Choreg etc. 
 

Music by the Michael Gregian Ensemble  

with special guest artist, Joe Zeytoonian 
 

Our patrons may use the Lower Camp Pool, Basketball Courts 

and Canoes  from 1 to 4 pm 



 

 

               
 

 

î²ðºÎ²Ü ²ô²Ü¸²Î²Ü   

¸²Þî²Ð²Ü¸¾ê 
öð²ìÆî¾ÜêÆ  êð´àò  ì²ð¸²Ü²Üò  ºÎºÔºòôàÚ 

ÎÆð²ÎÆ, ՕԳՈՍՏՈՍ 9, 2015 
 

Ð²Ú²êî²Ü  øºØ´Æ  Ø¾æ 
 

Ðáí³Ý³õáñáõÃ»³Ùµ 

´³ñÓñ³ßÝáñÑ úß³Ï³Ý ê. ²ñù»åÇëÏáåáë âûÉáÛ»³ÝÇ 
 

»õ 
 

Ø²êÜ²ÎòàôÂº²Ø´ 
ÜÆàô  ÆÜÎÈÀÜîÆ  Ðà¶ºôàð  ÐàìÆôÜºðàô 

 

Î¾êúð¾ ºîø Ä²ØÀ 3:30-ÆÜ 
 

Ð²ØºÔ  Êàðàì²Ì – ¼àì²òàôòÆâÜºð – ºð²ÄÞîàôÂÆôÝ 

 

Ø³Û·ÁÉ Îñ¿Ï»³Ý ºõ Üáõ³·³ËáõÙµ  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Providence “Varantian” Chapter is proud to host the 82

nd
 Annual 

AYF-YOARF Olympic Games 
September 3-7, 2015 

 
Please plan to support, attend, and volunteer this Labor Day Weekend as we reflect 

the immeasurable pride of our community during this most historic year, the 

Centennial Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide  

 

Stay tuned for details throughout the summer for 

Commemorative, Athletic, and Social Events as we host an 

unforgettable weekend!   

 
For more information please check our website, email us at 

providenceolympics@ayf.org,  

or follow us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram! 

 
 

 

mailto:providenceolympics@ayf.org

