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From  Der  Hayr’s  Desk... 
The Struggle of Man Between Faith and Proof 

 

"Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is 
the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? ..."  (1Cor.  1:20). 
 

There has always been a struggle between the intellect and 
the spirit of man. It is a struggle between faith and proof. 
The intellect of man is always looking for proof. We have 
to see to believe. But does faith have any proof? Is there a 
way for the intellect to be satisfied by simple faith? Do we 
have proof that God exists? Do we have proof that we are 
forgiven because Jesus was crucified for our sins? In order 
to answer these questions let us first look at God’s 
definition of faith and then, the world’s definition of 
proof. 
 

What is faith?  We read in Paul’s letter to the Hebrews: 
"Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain 
of what we do not see."  (Heb.  11:1) 
 

What is proof? The Oxford Dictionary defines the word 
proof as: "the evidence or argument or helping to establish 
a fact or a truth." In the Webster definition proof is: "the 
cogency of evidence that compels acceptance by the mind 
of a truth or a fact."  
 

It is amazing how the definition of faith and the definition 
of proof are so similar. Therefore, based on these 
definitions, we can conclude that yes, faith in itself has 
proof if the person is willing to accept it. According to the 
Bible, the evidence of God is clear to everyone and is 
declared in His creation. In his Epistle to the Romans, 
Paul writes: " For since the creation of the world, God's 
invisible qualities - His eternal power and divine nature - 
have been clearly seen, being understood from what He 
has made, so that men are without excuse." (Rom. 1:20) 

 

Yes, there is undeniable evidence that compels not only 
our minds but especially our hearts to have faith in God. 
The heavens declare His glory. But the greatest proof is 
found in His love for mankind demonstrated through His 
only Begotten Son our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who 
was crucified for our sins. The greatest proof for our faith 
is demonstrated on the Cross of Christ, which as St. Paul 
writes: "is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved is the power of God."   (1Cor.  1:18) 
 

People talk about blind faith but faith is not blind at all. 
The proof and the evidence is overwhelming in God's 
creation, His love demonstrated through His Son Jesus 
Christ,  the power of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, the 
testimony of the Saints and our own testimony of God's 
work in our hearts. Therefore, our faith is not a blind faith. 
The blind are those who do not respond to the clear 
evidence that God has put before their own eyes. Jesus 
said: “Though seeing they do not see; though hearing, they 
do not hear or understand” (Matt.13:13). 
 

 

 

 

Especially during the Advent Season,  
Please Join Us for Adult Bible Study 

 on Monday Evenings at 7 pm 
 

 

 

Please Join US 
Christmas  Eve Candlelight Service 

December 24th  at 7pm 



  “JUST A PERSONAL  NOTE”  FROM  
                       YERETZGEEN JOANNA 
         

It was the day of the Membership Meeting.  Voters 

cast their ballots in the Library and made their way 

to the church hall for lunch before the meeting 

started.  There was a flurry of activity in the kitchen 

as the ladies prepared the hamburger plates.  

Parishioners proceeded from the fellowship hall to 

the kitchen, received their plates and exited through 

the opposite door in orderly fashion.  As it is so 

typical in every Armenian home, the kitchen is the 

focal point for conversation.   Boundaries may 

separate us geographically from the motherland, but 

in our kitchens, there are no boundaries.  And this 

day was no exception. The Armenian language mingled 

with the English in a symphonic blend of harmony.  It 

was music to my ears and I remember feeling 

grateful to God for being here.  I watched as this 

colorful people passed through the portals of the 

church kitchen – the magnetic force that drew people 

in for laughter, bonding and revealing conversations…. 
 

Jivan, my grandson, had just received his plate.  

Instead of exiting, he broke line and approached me.  

From the look on his face, I knew he had something 

to say that couldn’t wait.   
 

“Yiayia”, he said as he began devouring his hamburger.   

 

“I have something to tell you.” 
 

Because he is soft-spoken, I leaned closer so I could 

hear him above the other voices.  We were now face 

to face when he made the following announcement: 
 

“I want to be a priest when I grow up.” 
 

“What?  Did you just say that you wanted to be a 

priest?” 
 

“Uh-huh” he confirmed in between bites. 
 

In a feeble attempt to contain my joy, I grasped his 

arms and said:  “Jivan. Did you have to pick the 

kitchen to announce such a revelation?” 

We laughed at that and then I got serious.  I needed 

to know if God was establishing a priestly line in the 

Baghsarian family so I asked him:  

 

“How do you know this, Jivan?” 
 

“Well. ever since I have been serving on the altar, 

God has been showing me things.” 
 

That statement was enough for me to believe that 

God was working in the heart of my eleven-year old 

grandson – that He had a plan and a purpose for him. 

Then he added this: 
 

“Do you think God would mind if I was also doing 

something else?” 
 

“I don’t think He would mind.  What else were you 

thinking?” 
 

“I would also like to be a scientist.”                                                      
 

He proceeded to give me a panoramic view of his long-

range plans. 
 

“Once I’m a scientist,  I’ll get married, have a family 

and then later in life, I’ll be a priest – like Medz 

Hayrig.” 
 

“Jivan, if this is what God has been showing you, I am 

pretty confident that as you study Science, He will 

prepare your heart and equip your scientific mind 

with answers to satisfy the people who have a hard 

time believing in the existence of God and how, in the 

beginning, He created the heavens and the earth.  

You will make a wonderful priest.” 
 

Weeks passed.  Then one Sunday, the family was 

visiting.  Jivan and I were sitting in the living room 

talking about life, school and class bullies.  
 

“How often do you pray,” I asked. 
 

“All the time”, he answered. “God is always on my 

mind.” 
 

“Does God answer you?” 
 

“Most of the time.”  
 

“Can you give me an example?” 
 

“Well, one day, my dad and I were in the car 

searching for the soccer field of the opposing team.  

I missed two games two weeks in a row and I didn’t 

want to miss the third one.  I love soccer! We could 

not find the field and just as my dad was about to 

give up and turn back to go home, I said a quick 

prayer.  He was going to make a turn when I shouted, 

“Dad, go down this road!”  And there in front of us 

was the field.”  In his distress, Jivan prayed and God 

answered. 
 

For some reason, Jivan’s little story reminded me of 

the very popular “Footprints in the Sand”.  We all 

know that story.  But Jivan didn’t.  Curious, he wanted 

to hear more about the man who had a dream he was 

walking along the beach with the Lord.  He listened 

with intensity as I told him the story about Jesus 

who had promised the man that He would always walk 

with him and be his Friend.  Along the way, the man 

noticed that during the sad times in his life there 



was only one set of footprints.  He was troubled by 

this and so he asked the Lord why He would forsake 

him during his trials.  And the Lord replied: 

“My son, I love you and would never leave you.  During 

your times of trials and suffering, when you saw only 

one set of footprints, it was then that I carried you.” 
 

I waited for a response.  After some time, he very 

skillfully and thoughtfully stated: 
 

“Yiayia,  today, science could play an important role 

genetically through DNA testing and that would prove 

that those footprints belonged to Jesus.” 

Ah, yes, Jivan.  I do believe God has a purpose for 

you…..but first.  Face the brightest and the best in 

the science world.  Learn from them.  Jesus will walk 

with you every step of the way.  At times He will 

carry you.  As you journey through life with your 

Friend, know that He will unravel the mysteries of 

His universe and confirm in your heart how it was “In 

the beginning…..” 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Then 
you will call upon me and come and pray to me and 
I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all your heart.  I will be 
found by you,” declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 
29:11-14) 

~Agapi~ 

Yn Joanna 

 

ARS  “ANI” CHAPTER  NEWS 
 

On Friday, May 17, 2013, the ARS “ANI” Chapter held its 
first Bowl –A- Thon. This replaced Walk Armenia. 
Approximately 50 people bowled.  Their ages were from 
children to adults up to age 90. There was music, food and 
a lot of fun. Nearly $600 was raised for The Mother and 
Child Clinic and sent to the Regional Board. We are looking 
forward to next year's event.. 
 

The Providence ARS “Ani” Chapter and the Ladies’ Guild 
of Sts. Vartanantz Church held its Hye Summer Night VII 
Dinner Dance on Saturday, July 13, 2013 at the Marriott 
Hotel in Providence.  A delicious chicken dinner was 
served.  A special night of wonderful Armenian music was 
performed with three oud players – Joe Kouyoumjian - 
Brian Ansbigian – David Ansbigian.  Also playing were 
Leon Jamikian – Clarinet, Ken Kalajian – Guitar, Jason 
Naroian – Dumbeg and Vocals, Armen Janigian – Daf.  
Everyone enjoyed the music and it was great night of 
dancing to good Armenian music.  
 

On Friday, September 13, 2013 the “Ani” Chapter 
presented Opera Encore which was held at the 
Wannamoisett Countrry Club, Rumford, RI. During the 
beginning of dinner, a surprise musical interlude was 
presented with John Kalajian playing the cello, Dahlita 
Getzoayn on flute, Charles Kalajian, percussion, Leon 
Janikian, clarinet, and Ken Kalajian, guitar. They played 
five selections of Armenian music including an original 
piece written by Ken Kalajian. Everyone was very happy 
and pleased with their presentation. 
 

The featured performers for the evening were Victoria 
Avetisyan, mezzo-soprano and Yeghishe Manucharyan, 
tenor. They sang several Armenian songs. Rene de la 
Garza, baritone, who is a member of Opera Providnece, 
joined them for a few songs as well.. Lilit Karapetian-
Shougarian was the pianist. It was a wonderful and 
impressive evening of wonderful music and was greatly 
appreciated by the audience with a standing ovation for all.  
Three Thousand dollars was donated to the Armenian 
Syrian Relief Fund.  
 

The ARS Social Services is again sponsoring its Annual 
Christmas Party for Senior Citizens on Friday, December 
6, 2013 at Twelve Acres Restaurant. All seniors are invited 
and all proceeds from the dinner and raffle will be given to 
the Syrian Relief Fund. 
 

The ARS “Ani” Chapter meets the second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 pm and welcomes new members and 
friends.  Happy Holidays to all. 

 

Armenian Fest Raffle Winners 
 

  First Prize -- $2,000   Gary Comella 
 
  50 Power Ball Tickets          Gregory Derderian 

 

 

ARS  "ARAX"  CHAPTER   NEWS 
 

The Providence ARS “Arax” Chapter is happy to 
announce their 2013-2014 Executive: 
  

  Chairlady:         Nora Simonian 
  Co-Chairlady:   Marlene Vichabian 
  Secretary:          Zepur Donoyan 
  Corr. Secretary: Margaret Stepanian  
  Treasurer:         Anoush Taraksian 
 

 Advisors:  Maro Nadjarian and Seta Tarpinian 
 

At our last monthly meeting held on Saturday, November 
9, 2013, following a delicious luncheon, Sadie Barran; Mrs. 
Beatrice Kendirjian, Anahid Kaian, Zevart Tahmassian, 
Nevart Dedeyan, and Manoushak Krikorian were sworn in 
as new members of the Armenian Relief Society, Inc.   
Without exception, the new members indicated that the 
ARS has long-standing with their families [their mothers] 



and they wanted to participate in the good works of the 
organization on a local and global level to assist their 
fellow Armenians. 
 

 
 

In addition to supporting the local Armenian School, 
AYF/Homenetmen, Senior Citizen’s Program and 
participating in church/community based activities, the 
ARS does fundraising to support programs/projects 
throughout the world. 
 

We ask that you reserve the following dates to help us in 
our effort to do our part locally in fundraising for the 
greater good.  Those dates are Sunday, December 15, 2013 
for a Bake Sale and Saturday, May 10, 2014 for the 
Mother’s Day Celebration.  In the meantime, if you have 
any questions with regard to any of our programs or an 
interest in becoming a member, please feel free to contact 
our Chairperson Mrs. Nora Simonian or any member of 
the executive. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Armenian 
Relief Society.  We wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Healthy, Happy New Year. 

Margaret Stepanian, Member 

 

The Ararat Association 

has kindly donated to the following 

organizations: 
 

Sunday School    $   1,100  
 

Mourad Armenian School  $   1,100 

      

Senior Citizens    $      850 
      

Gantegh    $      100 
      

AYF Seniors    $      300 
      

AYF Juniors    $      300 
      

Christian Education Committee $      250 
     

 Mens' Club    $      200 
 

 Outreach Fund   $      300 
            for gift certificates for the Holidays 
 

 Good News! 
 

If you would like to purchase choreg, 
katah, kufta or tourshi, please call the 
church office at 831-6399 with your orders 
or purchase your food on Sunday after 
Church.  With the holidays around the 
corner, you may want to buy some of our 
delicious food. 

Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Sts. Vartanantz Church 
Outreach Fund 

 
Please consider making a donation to the Sts. 
Vartanantz Church Outreach Program.  The 
Program’s purpose is to provide financial help for 
those parishioners who have fallen on hard times.  
All donations should be designated for “Outreach 
Program” and please note if you would like your 
donation to remain anonymous.  
 

       Mrs. Ann Tikoian             $  200 
 

       Mr. Peter “Doc” Bedrosian                      $  100 
            in Loving Memory of Oppie Bedrosian 
 

       Ms. Roxanne Arakelian            $   25 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Donations 
       

 
 

Mr. Aram Deradoorian              $  3,000 
 

Mrs. Martha Mantaian              $     100 
 

William and Aleta Baligian Heidt            $       50 

 
The Following Donation was made  

to the Gantegh 
 

Mrs. Anita Vartanian                         $       35 

 
Parishioners 

 

If you would like to receive your issue of the 
Gantegh electronically, please forward your email 

address to the Church Web Site: 

info@stsvartanantzchurch.org 
 

This would help to defray our costs greatly.  We 
appreciate your consideration. 

mailto:info@stsvartanantzchurch.org


Donation of Altar Candles 
 

 

Margaret Stepanian 
        in Loving Memory of Yervant Stepanian 
  

 
 

If you and your family would like to host the 

Sunday Fellowship following Church Services,  

please call the Church Office at 831-6399 to 

reserve a specific Sunday in memory of a loved one 

or in celebration of a special occasion. 
 

 
 

Spiritual Bouquet Cards are available for 
Prayers for Healing 

or  
Prayers for the Deceased 

 

These cards are to be sent by you to the family 
indicating your intentions.  They may be obtained at 
the Pongal or from the Church Office.  Donation for the 
cards is $10 each. Please complete the appropriate 
form with the requested information so that Der Hayr 
may offer Silent Prayers for the individual(s) during the 
appropriate time during the Divine Liturgy. 

 

 

REQUIEM  SERVICE 
 

December 1 
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian; Artin & Satenik Bardizbanian, 

Ara & Vartanoosh Berberian, Ara & Mida Berberian, and 

Armenoohi  Najarian;  Albera Barmazian;  Eliza Dedeian;  

Sahag and  Jouhar Engustian;  Harry and Beverly 

Kashmanian;   Arthur Najarian;  Victor Vahan, Mary Ann, 

Melanie Ann and Ovsanna Serabian;  Vartig, Abraham and 

Charles Shiranian and Sarkis Mardirosian 
 

December 8 
Dr. Samuel Barsamian and Rose Barsamian; John Basmajian; 

Edward, Anna and Hagop Bohigian; Sarkis Danayan; Aram 

Der Manouelian; Stephan, Gulbig and Gladys Fermanian and 

Harry Haboian; Peter Hajian; Norire Kanarian;  Sarkis 

Khanishian;  Aaron Kizirian; Siranoush Krikorian; Sarkis & 

Helen Kroian and Martin & Berjoohi Kooyumjian; Harootune 

and Antaram Markarian; Sarkis Sarkisian; Zaven Tenkarian;  

Hagop, Janneh, and Anahid Torosian and Garabed, 

Yerchanouhi and Garo Sinanian; Edward B. Woods and Kent 

Smith 
 

December 15 
George K. Adoian; Jirair Aharonian; Alberta Bedigian; Louise 

Boyajian; Kevork, Lucia, Sarah and Michael Eghian and 

Asadoor and Takouhi Simonian; Zarouhy Garabedian; Baizar,  

 

December 15 continued: 
Hagop and Garabed Kambourian and Victoria Arnavoudian; 

Kevork, Hagop and Hripsema Keshijian, Hagop Minassian, 

and  Hagop and Arousiag Tashjian; John and Katherine 

Magarian and Mary Zorabedian; David Marabian; Eva 

Sahagian  
 

December 22 
Andrea Abate; Robert Avakian; Warren G. Dolbashian; 

Manoog and Araxie Elmasian; Mary Engustian; Nishan and 

Araxe Kefeyan; Cynthia Shartzer;  Kevork Vichabian  

December 29 
Hagop and Mariam Akalarian and Nishan and Berjoohi 

Tateosian; Oske Avakian; Elizabeth Adanalian Boyajian;  

Donabed Cheteyan, Satenig Cheteyan Garabedian and 

Shnorick Cheteyan Aleksanian; Shoshan Derderian; Paul 

Kanarian; Araxie Kasparian; Elizabeth Kematjian; Maria 

Mkrtschjan; Karnick and Grace Ohanian; Joseph Rafaelian;  

Rose Sarkisian; Kamyk Simonian; Sarah Surabian; Rosa and 

Frank Zorabedian Jr 
 

January 5 
Charles and Mary Apkarian;  Rose O. Dolbashian;  Mary 

Goshgarian; Anne M. Kimatian; K. Thomas Krikorian;  

George Marashian; Vartanoush Melkonian and Virginia 

Emerian; Vartouhie Odian;  John Panosian;  Gilbert Pinto;   

Steven Stepanian; Roupen Zeytoundjian; Margaret Zorabedian 
 

January 12 
Garabed Charles Akalarian and Virginia Bedrosian; Ann and 

Jake Avakian; Oppie Bedrosian; Aroussiag Garabedian; Mary 

Hajian; Esber, Zabel, Mellie and Popkin Krekorian; Dikran 

Manasian; Mary Marie Sarkisian; Yeghia Stepanian;Arthur 

Ardashes and Hovhannes John Takian 
 

January 19 
Azniv Nalbandian Berberian  and Palazoon Nalbandian; 

Vartouhie and Anthony Donabedian; Penelope Ann 

Giragosian; Victoria Hagopian; Partog and Mariam Karolian 

and Krikor and Sulton Topalian; Sarkis Kibarian; Esber, 

Zabel, Nellie and Popkin Krekorian; Avedis Mahdesian;  

Marion Malian; Edward Malikian;Sherry Bedrosian Micheletti 
 

January 26 
Sosik Arakelian; Albert Avedissian;  Satenig Donabedian;  

Isobel Harmaian; Vartanoush and Manoog Kaprielian; 

Siranouche Kevorkian;  Ruben E. Krekorian; Charles Kinoian;  

Siranoosh and Donabed Kinoian; Haigouhe Madarentz; Marie 

Masdanian; Diane Adoian Michaud;  Sarkis Nahabedian; 

Sarkis Oundjian; Sarkis Peligian; Sarkis Polian; Agnes 

Sahagian; Vahram Samuelian and John, Nevart and 

Arshalouys Donabedian; Rupen Taraksian 

 

Eternal  Rest 
 

Azatouhi Shalidjian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on November 12, 2013 

 

Charles Mouradjian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on November 15, 2013 

 



Fortieth Day Requiem Service 
 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 

Azatouhi Shalidjian  
will be said on December 22, 2013 

 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 

Charles Mouradjian  
will be said on December 29, 2013 

 

Sacramental Events 
 

Baptisms 
Ani Ayanyan 

Parents: Setrag Ayanyan 
                     Deanna Shapshapian 

                              Born:  March 7, 2004 
                        Baptized:  October 28, 2013 
                  Godparents:   Levon Kaian 

        Marie Kaian 
 

Penelope Regina Rafaelian Ajaj 
                        Parents:  Omar Ajaj 

              Rachel Rafaelian 
                             Born:   August 15, 2013 
                        Baptized:  November 10, 2013 
                  Godparents:   Jamail Ajaj 

                   Ani Rafaelian Ferlise 
 

Julianna Dedeyan 
                        Parents:  Johnny Hovannes Dedeyan 

                      Ani Aroutun Dedeyan 
                             Born:   January 11, 2013 
                        Baptized:  November 16, 2013 
                  Godparents:   Sarkis Hagopian 
 

Julianna Marie Nasr 
                        Parents:  Edmund Nasr 

              Sonia Nadjarian 
                             Born:   November  2, 2012 
                        Baptized:  November 23, 2013 
                  Godparents:   Georges Nasr 

            Rita Mugerian 

 
 

 

Please visit our website at 
http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org 

for information regarding our Sunday and 
Armenian Schools, Church organizations, 

upcoming events as well as general 
information regarding your Church 

 

 
 
 

 

The Ladies' Guild would like to wish all 
our church parishioners a Merry 
Christmas and A Healthy Happy 2014.  
Thank you for supporting our functions 
throughout the years. 

 

 

Attention 
Deadline for the submission of articles, pictures etc. 
to the Gantegh for publication is the 15th of the 
month prior to the issue.  Please adhere to the 
deadline and email your submissions  
[alice@stsvartanantzchurch.org] as this facilitates the 
editing process.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees  

 

Calendar  of  Events 
 
 

Dec     6 ARS Senior Citizens' Christmas Party 
  at Twelve Acres Restaurant 12 noon 
 

Dec     7 ARF Day Dinner/Program at 6:30pm in  
  Aramian Auditorium   
 

Dec    15 Sunday School Christmas Pageant 
                        [Snow Date is December 22nd] 
  ARS “Arax” Bake Sale   
 

Dec    24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
  In the Sanctuary at 7 pm 

2014 
Jan        4 Holy Communion for Armenian and  
  Sunday School Children and Adults 10am 
 

Jan        5 Armenian Christmas Eve  
  Services begin at 6:30pm 
 

Jan        6 Armenian Christmas Services   10:30 am      

 

Jan      25 Providence AYF V Ball 

 
 

May     10 ARS “Arax” Mothers’ Day  Dinner 
 
 

 

Come and Join Us  
 

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Service 
 

Tuesday, December 24
th
 

Starting at 7pm 

 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org/


ARMENIAN  FEST  2013 
 

Our Parishioners worked very 
hard to make this an enjoyable 

event for all who attended. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

  

A Big Thank You 

On behalf of Der Hayr, the Board of Trustees and the Armenian Fest Committee, I would like to extend many 
thanks to all lead personnel and especially to each and everyone who worked and volunteered during the pre-Bazaar 
cooking sessions, the preparations leading up to the weekend, the loading of all the goods from the Church, the 
setting-up @ Rhodes, the preparing and serving of food during the weekend @ Rhodes, the return of all the goods 
back to the Church and the clean-up on Monday. 
 

This great event for Sts. Vartanantz Church is not only providing the financial means, but a greater good for the 
whole community at large by working together as a team, young and old, men and women, creating this stronger 
bond, camaraderie that goes a long way to make our Church a better place to worship our Lord Jesus Christ.   You 
make the founders of Sts. Vartanantz Church very proud for carrying on the torch through your dedicated service, 
and above all by teaching the young… the future leaders of our Church and Nation.  God bless you all.   
 

Please extend these heartfelt thanks to all. 
 

The Armenian Fest Committee will be scheduling the Wrap-Up Dinner and presentation the final Financial Report 
for this event sometime in late November or early December. 
 

Thank you again, 

Hagop Khatchadourian 
Chairman ---Board of Trustees and the 2013 Armenian Fest Committee 

 
******************************************************************************************** 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Let us give thanks for all of God's Blessings 



Scenes from the Veterans’ Day Celebration 
at the Armenian Memorial Monument 

in the RI Veterans’ Cemetery 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

NE Churches PR Seminar 
St. Stephen’s Church in Watertown 

Saturday, November 16th 
 

The morning of Saturday, November 16, members of six East-coast Armenian Prelacy churches gathered 

in Watertown, MA to participate in a short PR seminar, hosted by St. Stephen's Armenian Apostolic 

Church. About 25 church BOT members, NRA delegates, and members from across New England were 

in attendance, including Sts. Vartanantz BOT/NRA Delegates/Church members Hagop Khatchadourian, 

Harout Taraksian, Levon Zobian, Sevan Donoian, Joyce Yeremian, and Mark Phillips. Individuals who 

spoke were journalist Tom Vartabedian, (who hosted the seminar), as well as Nanore Barsoumian, 

Assistant Editor of  The Armenian Weekly, and former Boston Globe editor/reporter Stephen Kurkjian.  

 

 
 

 

The seminar started out with introductions and an overview of the schedule, along with Tom Vartabedian 

reading various news articles to the group. Tom, Nanore, and Stephen then lectured on topics such as 

public relations through journalism and social media, general communications, and writing techniques. 

Afterward, attendees broke for a light lunch, and then separated into small groups to digest the lecture 

topics and to discuss PR issues/matters within their respective churches. Subsequently, the groups 

disbanded, briefly reviewed the topics they focused on, then a group photo was taken, farewells were said, 

and everyone departed bearing useful newly-learned information on public relations and how to apply it to 

their communities. 

~Levon Zobian 

 
 



 

Providence Hamazkayin – Kevork Vichabian Theatre Group 
 

Scenes  from  “Artin  in  America” 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

A R M E N I A N   R E L I E F   S O C I E T Y 

S E N I O R   C I T I Z E N S   

ANNUAL   CHRISTMAS   PARTY 

                                     

 

Twelve Acres Restaurant 

445 Douglas Pike 

Smithfield, Rhode Island    Rt 7 

 

Friday, December 6, 2013            12 noon           Cost $15.00 

Full Course Dinner:   Choice of Chicken or Scrod 

  R.S.V.P. by December 3rd  to Joyce Yeremian  354-8770 

Music with Hagop Garabedian 

Raffles, Door Prizes and a Visit by Santa 

 

Come and Join Us for a Fun Filled Day 

 
Proceeds to Benefit the Syrian Armenian Relief Fund 

 



Sts. Vartantantz Church Sunday School  

presents 

Celebrate!  

 
Our Annual Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 15, 2013 

(Inclement weather date – December 22, 2013) 

Immediately following Church Services 
 

Please join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-7OjeGJfcr8A/TnWgcia3ZFI/AAAAAAAAAXU/13F4W8vIa6I/s1600/christmas_nativity_scene.gif


 

 
 



Come and Join Us 
 

for our 
 

Traditional 

Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service 
 
 

December 24th  

at  7pm 
 
 



Schedule for  
Armenian Christmas 

 

Saturday, January 4, 2014   
Holy Communion  

for Armenian & Sunday School  

Children and Adults at 10 am 

 

Sunday, January 5, 2014 
Morning Service at 10:30 am 

Requiem Service at 11:30 am 

 

Sunday, January 5, 2014 
Armenian Christmas Eve Services 

Beginning at 6:30 pm 

 

Monday, January 6, 2014 
Armenian Christmas Service 

Soorp Badarak at 10:30 am 
 

Blessing of the Holy Water at 12 noon 
 

Godfather of the Cross: 

Joshua Chopy 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       

Please Join  Us  For  Our  Traditional 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 

Tuesday, December 24, 2013 at 7 PM  


