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Vartanantz Celebration 
 

 

 
On Sunday, March 2nd, Sts. Vartanantz 
Church will be celebrating its name day.   
We are very honored to announce that His 
Eminence, Archbishop Oshagan 
Choloyan will be the celebrant for the 
Divine Liturgy.    
 

Following the Divine Liturgy, our Ladies' 
Guild will once again host our Annual 
Vartanantz Celebration Dinner under the 
auspices of His Eminence.   A delicious 
traditional Armenian dinner will be 
prepared by our Ladies’ Guild.   
 

We are proud to announce that Peter 
Bedrosian, Seta Tarpinian, and Marlene 
Vichabian  will be honored as 
“Distinguished Parishioners” of Sts. 
Vartanantz Church during the 
Celebration.  All have devoted many years 
of dedicated service to their Church.   
 

Please make your reservations for this 
wonderful event by contacting the 
Chairperson, Joyce Bagdasarian  at 401-
434-4467 as soon as possible.   



  “JUST A PERSONAL  NOTE”  FROM  YERETZGEEN JOANNA 

 

A PROVIDENTIAL EXPERIENCE - MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

 
“Baghsarian Backyard Barbecue”: Are you missing from this picture? 

 

This month’s column is dedicated to the Monday 
Night Bible Study – group members who come 
faithfully  week after week to receive knowledge, 
wisdom, deeper insight and encouragement from the 
inspirational Word of God.  Our connection with 
Scripture helps us to face our daily issues with 
Biblically-based answers, draw closer to God and bond 
with one another as a Christian family…..      
 

In January 2000, Der Hayr chose the Book of Acts 

to launch a 14-year spiritual journey through the 

pages of Scripture.  The lesson began with the 

Resurrection of Christ and moved on to the coming of 

the Holy Spirit signaling the Birth of the Christian 

Church. After a few months, the number grew to 

seventy who filled the hall, ready and eager to study 

the Bible.  Many were neophytes to the Gospel 

message.  They asked questions, absorbed spiritual 

truths at a rapid pace and remained steadfast in 

their commitment to this weekly study.  
 

In late spring, the first of many “Backyard 

Barbecues” took place at our home.  Cars filled 

Bakewell Ct and the neighboring streets.  Over a 

hundred people came and enjoyed losh/chicken kebab 

dinners, Armenian music and the fellowship of one 

another.   A few years later, a new generation 

emerged making room for a section of our lawn that 

was now designated for the Youth.   Table games and 

a volleyball net were set up for teenagers who 

faithfully attended the newly-added weekly Monday 

Night Youth Bible Study.  We met in the Library 

where the students received my instruction for 

several years.  Now, they are college graduates.  

Several are on the altar, in the choir, AYF and 

Homenetmen.  A group of 25 has recently been 

appointed to serve as leaders in a young adult 

program initiative aimed at engaging their peers to be 

proactive in the life of their church.  On Sunday, 

February 16, the future leaders of the Armenian 

Church  attended Services together and hosted the 

Fellowship Hour following the Divine Liturgy. 
 

Michael Markarian, one of the young adults who 

attended our recent Youth Forum, will lead a Young 

Adult  Bible Study during the 40-day Lenten 

period by taking one Scripture verse at a time – 

beginning with  Isaiah 41:10 – “So do not fear, for I 
am with you; Do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand”. As the 



students explore and examine the Scripture, Michael 

will facilitate group discussion with those in 

attendance who have committed to this period of 

inner reflection and life application.  Most of us give 

up something for Lent.  Perhaps this year, you might 

consider giving your time.  For more information, 

please contact Michael directly at:  

markarian.michael@gmail.com  Class will begin on 

Friday, March 14 at 7 pm at the Church. 

 
Michael - Young Adult Bible Study Leader 

 

Like a cloud, the Spirit of God rests over 402 

Broadway in numerous ways that will be written about 

at another time; however, as I reflect on our 

“Providential Experience” in Bible Study, we have 

witnessed many miraculous signs and wonders.  Here 

is one compelling memory that needs to be 

documented….. 

Laura Albanese joined our Bible Study six years ago.  

Up until then, she was enjoying the fruits of her 

labor as an educator, administrator and humanitarian.  

Then one day, the good life she was enjoying came to 

a halt when she discovered she had brain cancer. She 

endured several surgeries.  It was during those five 

years of adversity that Laura grew as a Christian by 

attending the Badarak and Bible Study.  She 

vigorously and boldly proclaimed her love for God.  

Her weekly testimonials strengthened our faith as we 

listened.  At the same time, our members rallied 

around Laura as protectors, as watchmen on the 

tower - vigilant in prayer.   
 

During the summer of 2013, her health spiraled 

downward.  When the end was near, I asked and 

received permission from Laura’s family for the Bible 

Study to meet at her home.  We came with flowers 

and with a song in our hearts.  We met with her 

individually and said our goodbyes.  Her dog, Max, 

never left her side.  It was raining.  
  

On our way home, the final display of the evening sun 

reflected through the fine mist of rain and created 

the most beautiful double rainbow that stretched 

from state to state.  Her cousin, Julie, answered 

when I called Laura’s home to tell them about this 

unusual and remarkable occurrence in the sky.   
 

“Julie – quickly!  Bring Laura outside.  There is a 
rainbow that appears to have settled over the house!” 
 

On the other end of my cell phone, shouts of 

acclamation could be heard as the family gathered on 

the front porch to observe this phenomenon that 

formed a perfect arch over Laura’s home.  Laura’s 

response was one of awesome silence.  The family 

took their cue from her.  A respectful hush enveloped 

everyone as they watched the bow of brilliant color 

slowly fade from view.  The rainbow was so 

spectacular, that the evening news reported it and 

Face Book friends from all over New England posted 

it.  I sat in the car as the calls filtered in from 

friends who witnessed this while on their way home 

from Laura’s.  Peace and awe mingled with joy and 

excitement resonated in their voices.  We all knew 

that in these brief moments following our visit, God 

was speaking to our hearts as if to say:  “I am with 
you.  I have heard your prayers.  I promise to take 
care of Laura……” 
 

For the rest of the ride home, Der Hayr and I 

thought about our time with Laura and about God’s 

perfect timing to send this sign from above precisely 

at the moment when our visit was over - His glory 

revealed in such splendor.   
 

“As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on 
a rainy day, so was the appearance of the 
surrounding radiance.  Such was the likeness of 
the glory of the Lord.”  (Ezekiel 1:28) 
 

A story with a perfect ending.          
 

Or, is it just the beginning? 
 

On Tuesday, August 6, shortly after our visit, Laura 

passed into eternity.  She was 52.  
  

Recently I asked the members to share their 

thoughts about the benefits of Bible Study.  Here is 

what they had to say:                                                                    
“We are family.  A true testament to this was our 
love and support for Laura.” 
 

“I feel good inside.” 
“Sharing with other believers is always filled with 

the Love of Christ and is the highlight of my 
week.” 
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“Hearing God’s Word enlightens me, draws me 
close to Him and makes my heart happy.” 
  

“Coming together each Monday with my Bible 
Study family nourishes my spirit and rejoices my 
soul in a warm, casual and friendly atmosphere.” 
 

“I have learned more about the Holy Trinity and 
am encouraged to study the Bible on my own which 
has helped me in countless ways.  It is a pleasure 
to get to know and appreciate everyone in Bible 
class.” 
 

“I love Bible Study because I love to hear Der 
Hayr talk about the Bible and I love being with 
the people who come every week. 
 

“I have never been a member of a Bible Study; 
however, this has been a wonderful learning 
experience.” 
 

“We enjoy coming to Bible Study as a couple so 
that we can grow in Christ together.” 
 

“The love in our hearts for God and for one 
another grows and deepens with each passing 
week.  We are one family in Christ.” 
 

“I learned verses in detail that normally would 
have been skimmed over or not read at all.”  

 

“Bible Study gives me an opportunity to learn 
about my God Whom I had abandoned for so many 
years and to pray for His forgiveness.” 
 

“Jesus wants me to be here with this group of 
devoted believers to continually receive my daily 
bread by reading the Bible. Nothing in this world 
can take the place of these precious moments.” 
 

“I love our Bible class in every way possible. 
Interaction with others in learning God’s Word 
together with Der Hayr’s earnest and sincere 
approaches in teaching are thrilling experiences I 
will always treasure and remember.” 
 

“The Bible class has increased my knowledge of 
God’s Word and His promises.  My prayer life has 
expanded and through prayer and fellowship with 
classmates, I have experienced a deeper closeness 
with God and with fellow Christians.” 
 

“This study helps me pray with understanding and 
is a non-stressful educational meeting with God.” 
 

The remaining responses were similar in content.  

This final one says it all: 
 

“Where else can you go to discuss the Word of 
the Lord, feel His presence as Der Hayr teaches, 
meet a group of people who bond so closely 
together and then end the evening by going into 

the sanctuary to talk to God?  That is what Bible 
Study means to me.” 
 

The problematic twists and turns of a stressful world 

can consume and deplete us of our physical strength 

leaving us with a hunger - an emptiness and 

discontent in our souls that only Jesus can fill. The 

more we feast on God’s Word, the healthier we 

become.  Join us for a truly “Providential Experience 

– Monday Night Bible Study”. 
 

Oh!  And by the way…..no homework. 
 

 

Maral, our youngest student, attends Bible study  

with her parents 
 

 
Souren, our oldest student, attends with his wife, Sally. 

 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with 
awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were 
done by the apostles. They broke bread and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all the people.  And 
the Lord added to their number daily those who 
were being saved.” Acts 2:42-47) 

~Agapi~ 

Yn Joanna 



Great Lent is upon us. 
Please join us for  

Adult Bible Study  
on Monday Evenings at 7 pm 

 

It's New Year!  
 

Please remember to remit 2014 Membership and 

Stewardship Form along with the appropriate 

payment as soon as possible.  Membership Dues  are 

as follows: 
 

$100 (26 & older)    $50 Senior Citizen (65 & 

older)       $25 (18 - 25 yrs. of age) 
 

For your convenience, we offer the availability of 

credit card transactions.  Information is on the 

Membership/Stewardship Form or you may contact 

the Church Office at 401-831-6399 for further 

information.  Your continuous and unyielding support 

is what sustains the well being of our  Church.  
 

ARS“ANI”  CHAPTER NEWS 
March  2014 

 

ARS EASTERN USA’S UNDERGRADUATE and 
LAZARIAN GRADUATE 2014 SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS are available.  Website scholarship page 
www.arseastusa.org.  Deadline for submitting applications is 
April 1, 2014 
 

APPLICATIONS for the PROVIDENCE ARS ‘ANI’ 
CHAPTER UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP are 
now available. Must be a RI Resident and in second year of 
college.  Call Karen Pilla – 274-1033 or email 
kpilla1015@gmail.com  Deadline for submitting 
applications is April 1, 2014. 
 

PROVIDENCE ‘ANI’ and ‘ARAX’ CHAPTERS will 
host its Lenten Dinner on Wednesday, March 12 at 6 pm.  
Proceeds to the Mourad Armenian School. 
 

EASTER FOOD DRIVE for the RI Community Food 
Bank: March 9 to April 13.  Please leave non-perishable 
food items in baskets in the back hallway of the Church 
 

 

Additional Christmas Youghakin 
Donations 

 

$800 

Mr. and Mrs. Antranig Mesrobian, Stepan, Mark and Bried 

$100 

Mr. and Mrs. Haig Aghjayan and Mrs. and Mrs. Ara 
Getzoyan 
$ 25 and under 
Ms. Helen Bogoian 

Schedule for  
Lenten Vesper Services 

 

Great Lent begins on March 5th & continues through 
April 20th. Lenten Vespers will begin at 7:15 pm.  
Vesper Services will be preceded by a Lenten Dinner 
at 6:00 pm.  
 

The schedule for Lenten events is listed below: 
 

Wednesday, March 5 
Our Youth Fellowship  

will host the Lenten Dinner at 6 pm 
 

Wednesday, March 12 
ARS "Ani" and "Arax" Chapters 

will host the Lenten Dinner at 6 pm 
 

Wednesday, March 19 
The Men's Club will host the Fellowship Hour 

following the Lenten Service. 
 

Wednesday, March 26 
AYF/Homenetmen will host the Median Day  

of Lent Dinner at 6 pm 
 

Wednesday, April 2 
CEC will host the Fellowship Hour 

following the Lenten Service. 
 

Wednesday, April 9 
Ladies' Guild will host the Lenten Dinner at 6 pm 

 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday, April 13th 
 

           Morning Service                                9:30 am 
Divine Liturgy       10:00 am 
Turunpatzek Opening of the Gates    12:00 pm 

 

Godfather of the Opening of the Curtain: 
Armen Tenkarian 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 17th 
Washing of the Disciples’ Feet        7:00 pm 
Betrayal of Jesus (Khavaroom)        8:00 pm 

 

Good Friday, April 18th 
Commemoration of Christ’s Burial     7:00 pm 

 

Holy Saturday, April 19th 
Evening Service          7:00 pm 
Divine Liturgy          7:30 pm 

 

Note:  Pupils of the  Mourad Armenian School and Sunday School 
will receive Holy Communion on Saturday, March 30th at 10:00 

am. Adults are also invited. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 20th 
Morning Service          9:30 am 
Divine Liturgy        10:00 am 
Sermon         11:00 am 

http://www.arseastusa.org/
mailto:KPIilla1015@gmail.com


 

Parishioners, Please Support Your Church 
 

Stewardship Envelope Books for 2014 are now 

available from the Office, Pongal or Lower 

Church Hall..  Please obtain yours as soon as 

possible.  A Board of Trustees member will be 

available to assist you.  

 

Sts. Vartanantz Church 
Outreach Fund 

 

Please consider making a donation to the Sts. 
Vartanantz Church Outreach Fund. This 
program’s purpose is to provide financial 
help for those parishioners who have fallen on 
hard times.  All donations should be 
designated for the “Outreach Fund”.  Also, 
please note if you would like your donation to 
remain anonymous. 
 
 Anonymous   $  300 

 

 
 

Donations 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Hayrapet Taraksian  $  100 
     In appreciation for his Retirement Reception 

 
Due to rising printing costs, donations to help 
off-set printing of the Gantegh would be greatly 
appreciated. 

 

Donation of Altar Candles 
 

Mrs. Shirley Derderian and Family 
     In Loving Memory of  Harry Derderian 
 
 

Donation of Altar Flowers 
 

The Markarian Family 
     In Loving Memory of  Hagop "Jack" Markarian 
 

The Varadian Family 
     In Loving Memory of  Isabelle "Zabel" Varadian 
  

Hamazkayin Cultural Association 
     In Loving Memory of  Martha Aramian 

    

Parishioners 
 

If you would like to receive your issue of the  
Gantegh electronically, please forward your email 

address to the Church Website: 
mailto:info@stsvartanantzchurch.org 

 

This would help to defray our costs greatly. 
We appreciate your consideration. 

 
 

If you and your family would like to host the 
Sunday Fellowship following Church Services, 
please call the Church Office at 401-831-6399 to 
reserve a specific Sunday in memory of a loved one, 
or in celebration of a special occasion. 
 

 
 

Spiritual Bouquet Cards  
are available for 

Prayers for Healing 
or 

Prayers for the Deceased 
 

These cards are to be sent by you to the family 
indicating your intentions.  They may be obtained at 
the Pongal or from the Church Office.  Donation for 
the cards is $10 each.  Please complete the 
appropriate form with the requested information so 
that Der Hayr may offer Silent Prayers for the 
individual(s) during the appropriate time during the 
Divine Liturgy. 

 

Requiem Services 
March 2 
Baghdasar, Souren, Boghos, Siranoush, Minas and Elmas 
Arzoomanian and Anna Nahabedian; Hagopos, Ovsanna, 
Dr. Kegham and Shavarsh Nartouni Ayvasian; Arsen and 
Mariam Babikyan and Aghavni Derderian;  Artacky 
Berberian; Minas and Margaret Dayian; Helen Fashjian; 
Satenig and John Hovhannes Garabedian;  Rev. Fr. Vartan  
Kassabian; Dikranouhi and Krikor Krikorian; Mariam and 
Yervant Manoogian; Haig Markarian, Sr.; Aroussiag 
Minassian; Parsegh and Nartig Mooradian and Melkon 
“Mal” Norigian; Moushegh “Joe” Najarian; Gulizar 
Sarkisian; Yeranuhi and Harpet Srakisian; Mugurdich 
Shaljian; Kazar, Almas, Peter and Vencenza Simonian and 
Zartar Atamian; Hrayr, Rouben, Vehanush, Stepan, 
Antranig and Vartan Stepanyan; Karapet Tashian 
 

March 9 
Helena, Hagop, Lawrence, Daniel and Dawn Adoian; 
Asadoor and Elmas Avakian; Haig Martin Baligian; Anna  
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March 9 continued 
Casciano, Mary Karibian and Parensem Antonian; Lousik  
Dadayan; Jouhar Dappinian; Melkon Derderian, Toni 
Christine Budnick, and Soukias and Tourvanda Setian;   
Garabed, Mariam and Manoog Der Kachadourian and 
Haroutoon Andonian; Aram Markarian and Yeghishe and 
Vergine Basmajian; Leo Marsoubian; Paramaz Narzakian 
and Robert Hagopian; Genevieve Pelkey; Gregory 
Portukalian; Elizabeth, Hagop and Robert Tevekelian 
 

March 16 
Arpy “Penny” Asadoorian; Parancum, Setrag and Alice 
Bagdasarian; Frances Kizirian; Harry, Kapriel and Marinos 
Krikorian, and Oski Ornazian; Sarah Leylegian; Abraham 
Movsessian; Gevork Odabashyan; Kathy Grace Peterson; 
Sahak Sahakian; Zaven Tenkarian, Vahram Samuelian, 
Heghine Manasian and Louise Vartanian 
 

March 23 
Hagop and Aghavni Alahverdian; Alice Bedrosian, 
Margaret Kendonian and Helen Page; Margaret Der 
Manouelian; Violet Garabedian 
 

March 30 
Beatrice Manoian Bouris; Diramayr Rose Kassabian; Azniv 
and Sarkis Parseghian; Sarkis Stepanian; Roxie Surabian 

 

April 6 
Meron Arevian; Sarkis Chapian; Yeghsapert Elizabeth, 
Easaya and Charles Garabed Kenoian, and John P., 
Patrick, Sally and Nora Costigan, and Albert Vincent 
Reizian; Sarkis and Anneg Kopoian and Avedis and Zabel 
Demoorjian; Hagop and Arshalouys Madoian; Peter 
Mantaian; Vartoohe and Babig Marabian, and Gulizar 
Ayvasian; Garabed Masdanian;  Sara Mary Matulewicz; 
Mary Papazian; Harabed and Margaret Saropian; Hagop, 
Dickran, Diramayr Anna, Naima and Janette Tashjian, Ki 
Diarbi, Geroge Simonian, and Ghezaleh and Sami Azrak 
 
 

April 13 --- Palm Sunday 
Sumpat Barsamian; Lucille and Qurken Berberian; Michael 
Charles DerHagopian; Maritza Dolbashian; Armenoohy 
Asarigian George; Harry Kachadourian; Vagashag and 
Berjoohi Melikian, and Kachadoor and Zaghig Zoragian;  
Navoian, Bogoian and Haroian Families; Mark Plante;  
Madeline Sahagian; Michael Peter Sahagian; Sarkis and 
Marie Sarkisian; Gabriel Surabian  
 

April 20 --- Easter Sunday ---- No Requiems 
 

April 27  
Charles Akalarian; Krikor Alexanian; Archie Arakelian, 
Osky Cascone, and Aristakes and Hripsime Vartanian;  
Nishan Aznavorian; Boris Barsegov; Seboo Barsoian;   
Guzel Bedrosian and Zartar Menissian; Altoun, Manoug 
and Barkev Chamalian and Haiastan Avedisian;  Margaret 
and Vagashag Derderian; Victor Derderian; Avedis and 
Arshalouys Der Manouelian; Arakel Dolbashian; Zabel, 
Armenag and Aram Johnson; Peter H. Jordan;  Elizabeth 
Kaprielian and Joseph Pilla; Khachig and Anoush 
Kibarian, Harouitune Boyajian and Boyajian and Kibarian 
Families; Martin Kojoian, and Mary and Peter B. Melikian;  
 

April 27 continued 
John Hovannes Kushigian; Rosine Maviyan; Sahag and 
Marinos Mouradjian; Rosa Nalchadzhyan; Harry Sarkisian; 
Charles Serabian; Baidzar Stepanian; Robert Torkomian  

 

Eternal Rest 
 

Paul Mikaelian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on January 24, 2014 

 

Harry Bedrossian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on January 26, 2014 

 

Rose Menissian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on January 29, 2014 

 

Fortieth Day Remembrance 
 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 

Paul Mikaelian 
will be said on March 9, 2014 

 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 

Harry Bedrossian 
will be said on March 9, 2014 

 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 

Rose Menissian 
will be said on March 16, 2014 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

Mar    2       Ladies’ Guild Vartanantz Day Celebration 
                   Dinner in Aramian Auditorium   1 pm 

 

Mar    5       Lenten Dinner hosted by our Youth 
                   Fellowship 
 

Mar  12       Lenten Dinner hosted by the ARS “Ani”  
        and “Arax” Chapters   6 pm.  Proceeds to 
                   benefit the Mourad Armenian School 
 

Mar  19       Fellowship following Lenten Vespers 
       Hosted by our Men’s Club 
 

Mar  26       Lenten Dinner hosted by the AYF/    
        Homenetmen    6 pm 
 

Apr     2      Fellowship following Lenten Vespers 
       Hosted by our Christian Education Com 
 

Apr     9      Lenten Dinner hosted by our Ladies’  
                   Guild    6pm 
 

Apr   27      Martyrs' Day Commemoration  12:45 pm 
       Monument Site at North Burial Ground 
 



Calendar of Events contd 
 

May  10       ARS “Arax” – Mother’s Day Dinner  
 

**** Mar  9 -- April 13   ARS Food Drive **** 

 
 

 

Attention 
 

Deadline for the submission of articles, pictures etc. 
for publication in the Gantegh is by the 15th of the 
month prior to the issue.  Please adhere to the 
deadline and email your submissions to: 

mailto:alice@stsvartanantzchurch.org 
as this facilitates the editing process.  Thank you for 
your cooperation. 

Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees 

 

 

Unique Scholarships 
 

The Vaughn Avedisian Memorial Scholarship Fund 
 is once again offering scholarships to Rhode Island students 
who attend a non-profit post-secondary institution that offers 
either a two-year associate or a four-year college degree.  Those 
interested should contact John Takian at 
johnt@blissproperties.net  for a copy of the application and 
requirements.  The deadline to submit completed 
application is April 5, 2014. 

 

The Scholarship Committee 
Of Sts. Sahag and Mesrob Armenian Church 

is pleased to announce that applications are now available for the 
Charles Yaghoobian, Jr. Scholarship Grants for 2014.  
Applicants must be Dues Paying Members of their Church.   
Scholarships are limited for up to 3 years only.  Those interested 
should contact: Nathalie Yaghoobian at 401-353-2488.  The 
deadline to submit completed application is April 1, 2014. 

 

 
The Lenten Season is upon us.  Please make a commitment to attend 

Adult Bible Study -- Monday Evenings at 7 pm 
 

Please Join Us Each Wednesday Evening for Lenten Vespers  7 pm 
 
 

Please visit our website at 
www.stsvartanantzchurch.org 

for information regarding our Sunday and Armenian Schools, Church organizations and 
upcoming events as well as general information regarding your  Church. 

 

 

Providence AYF “Varantian” Ball ---  Another Huge Success 
 

On Saturday, January 25, 2014, over 300 community members and supporters of the Providence 
“Varantian” AYF Chapter came together at the Venus de Milo Restaurant to celebrate another successful year 
and dance to the sounds of the three-piece band, Yerakouyn, which included hometown keyboardist Raffi 
Rachdouni. 

 

The evening’s emcee and newly elected member of the 2014 Senior Executive, Jason Pjojian, 
welcomed the crowd and invited Arch Priest Gomidas Baghsarian, pastor of Sts. Vartanantz Church, to offer 
the blessing. Following the singing of Mer Hairenik and a moment of silence for the community members that 
have passed away during the last year, dinner was served. 

 

Pjojian began the speaking program by recognizing the Chapter’s Honorary Members, V-Ball 
Committee, and Sister Organizational Representatives. Adam Aktchian, Vice President for the Providence 
Senior AYF Chapter, reviewed the Chapter’s activities over the past year and gave a heartwarming speech 
honoring Unger Steve Elmasian, who served as the Senior Chapter’s ARF advisor for more than 30 years. He 
touched on the many important lessons U. Steve taught all of us and thanked him for his hard work and 
dedication to our Chapter as well as our community. Rachel Minassian, member of the 2013 Junior Chapter 
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Executive, also spoke on behalf of the Juniors, emphasizing how this has been a particularly educational and 
successful year for them.  The past year saw the Junior and Senior Chapters draw even closer together by 
holding multiple joint meetings and social events. 

 

Following the speeches, the drawing of the annual fundraising raffle began. All of the proceeds from 
the raffle will be donated to the Junior Chapter to help defer the costs of the numerous events that take place 
throughout the year, making them more affordable for the membership. Juniors helped the V-Ball Committee 
secure some of the prizes and sell tickets, successfully raising $1,750!  We would like to thank all of our donors 
for their support!  

 

Hrant Khatchadourian, a member of the 2013 Central Executive and longstanding member of the 
Providence AYF, was then welcomed into the ranks of alumni by honorary members Doc Bedrosian, Anto 
Mesrobian, and Joyce Yeremian. We congratulate Hrant for all he has contributed to the chapter over the 
years including co-chairing the 2009 Providence AYF Olympic Steering Committee! 

 

Der Gomidas closed the evening with a prayer and all “Varantians” gathered on the dance floor to take 
our annual chapter picture and kick off the dance as the band played the Providence AYF’s song, Hey Djan.  

 

 
 

The AYF Varantian Chapter would like to extend our warmest thanks to everyone for their continued support! 
We look forward to seeing everyone next year!   
 

                                                

Submitted by Taline Taraksian 



4th Annual John Varadian Basketball Tournament 
 

 
 
 

The 4th annual John Varadian Basketball Tournament, organized by the Armenian Cultural Association of RI, 
took place on January 26th at the RI School for the Deaf in Providence. Pictured below are the players dressed 
in red, blue, orange and white shirts with Sarkis Tarpinian centered with Mike Arslanian off to the left and 
Steve Megridichian off to the right. They and their players made up a majority of the coaches, volunteers and 
athletes representing their respective churches, Sts. Vartanantz and St. Sahag and St. Mesrob. Arch Priest 
Gomidas and Der Hayr Shnork offered an opening prayer for the participants.  
 

Mrs. Sylvia Varadian received a signed shirt with all the players and coaches names on it and spoke to the 
crowd of her appreciation of this event reminiscing stories of her late husband John as a basketball referee 
and football player many years ago.  She stated that she would like to donate the shirt to the Armenian 
museum when a suitable place is found to display such items. 
 

Her family paid for all the shirts, other donations were from Sonia's, the Ayrassian family and Ronzio Pizza. 
 

There was a draft of all the players and for close to three hours, those from the community that were there in 
attendance were entertained by the healthy competition. 

Steve Elmasian 
 
 

 



 

Ladies' Guild 
of 

Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic  Church 
Providence, Rhode Island  

 

proudly presents its  
 

Annual Vartanantz Celebration Dinner 

and Program by the Mourad Armenian School Students 
under the auspices of 

His Eminence, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan 
 

Sunday, March 2, 2014 
 

immediately following the Divine Liturgy 

in Aramian Auditorium 
 

Seating is limited to 130 people 
 

For Reservations, please call Joyce Bagdasarian  
at 401-434-4467 

by February 26th 
 

 

Advance Tickets: Adults - $15       Children 12 & under - $7 
 

Tickets Purchased @ Door: Adults - $20    Children 12 & under - $10  
 

Menu 
Armenian-Style Chicken and Pilaf Dinner 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates to Remember 

        
  March       2  Vartanantz Celebration Dinner 
 
       March       5  Lenten Vespers Service begins 
 
  April       27  Martyrs' Day Commemoration 
      Monument Site at North Burial Ground 
 
       May         10  ARS “Arax” Mother’s Day Dinner 


