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From Der Hayr’s Desk… 
 
I have called you friends…  (John 15:15) 

Just a couple days before Palm Sunday, I received an 
email that took me by surprise.  It was from an old 
friend, Jim, that I had not spoken with in five years.  
So much time had passed that he just wanted to 
know if he could still reach me at the same email 
address.  Thankfully he could, and I was filled with 
joy to hear from him.  Once he knew that he had the 
right email address, he wrote again and surprised me 
a second time with news of how much had changed 
in his family.  Two of his three children were now 
living and working out of state and his youngest son 
was in his last year of college.   

What a change!  For many years, we saw each other 
several times a week. Most days we would spend 
five minutes in the early morning talking about what 
was happening in our work and family life.  At least 
once or twice a week, we would break bread together 
at lunch. We knew each other's children from the day 
they were born and shared in all their joys and 
challenges.  We and our wives shared advice to help 
and support one another. So what happened to 
change all this?  It would be easy to blame it on the 
fact that we no longer worked close to one another.  
But that really is more of an excuse than an 
explanation.  While we still emailed and talked on 
the phone for some time, little by little our fellowship 

     
became less and less.  It was just the commitments of 
everyday life that slowly took us away from the close 
relationship that we had with one another. 

If we are not careful, the same thing can happened in 
our relationship with Jesus.  Jesus laid down His life 
to redeem us and to have a close relationship with 
each of us.  “Greater love has no one than this, that 
he lay down his life for his friends…. I have called 
you friends….” (John 15:13,15) Jesus is always waiting 
for us to turn to Him with everything that is 
happening in our daily lives and to guide us in His 
perfect will.  He wants to fellowship with us every 
day of our lives and to share in our joys and carry us 
in our challenges.  And He wants to teach us and fill 
us with heavenly wisdom just as He taught His 
apostles: “for everything that I learned from my 
Father I have made known to you.” (John 15:15)  

What do we need to do to learn from Jesus?  It all 
begins with spending time with Him each day and 
drawing closer to His Word – the Bible. As King 
David wrote in Psalms: “Be still and know that I am 
God.” (Psalm 46:10) It is in spending quiet time in 
Jesus’ presence that our relationship with Him is 
strengthened. We come to know Him better and 
better when we allow Him the opportunity to speak 
to our hearts each day. While we always remain 
reverent in our relationship with Jesus, what a 
blessing we have in our lives when He calls us a 
friend. 



Reprinted from… 

ARMENIAN CHURCH 
CATHOLICOSATE OF CILICIA 

ANTELIAS - LEBANON 

 

“The hope of the Risen Christ has been the 

sustaining force of Armenians throughout 

their history,” stated His Holiness Aram I 

on Easter Sunday 

16 April 2017 - On Easter Sunday, St Gregory the 
Illuminator Cathedral and the courtyard in Antelias 
were filled with Armenians who had come to 
celebrate the Resurrection and its ‘vision of hope.’ 
His Holiness Aram I celebrated the Divine Liturgy of 
the Resurrection and the “Shenorhali” Choir chanted 
the hymns. In his message the Catholicos said, “The 
ultimate purpose of the resurrection of Jesus, from 
His death on the cross and descent to the tomb, was 
to redeem humanity from suffering and sin and to 
instil them with the power and hope of the 
Resurrected Jesus Christ, thus making them 
partakers of the divine nature.” He then added, 
“Hope in the Resurrected Christ was never an 
abstraction for us; throughout history by forging 
their lives on God’s love and power, our ancestors 
were able to face the impossible.” The Catholicos 
exhorted the people to follow the example of their 
predecessors by making this power visible through 
genuine faith in the Resurrected Lord. 
  

At the end of the Holy Liturgy, His Holiness Aram I 

received spiritual leaders and representatives of 

Armenian civil society organizations. 
 

 

 

«ՀԱՅ ԺՈՂՈՎՈՒՐԴԸ ԵՐԲ ՀԱՆԴԻՊԵՑԱՒ 

ՓՈԹՈՐԻԿՆԵՐՈՒ ՆԱՅԵՑԱ՛Ւ ՔՐԻՍՏՈՍԻ 

ՅԱՂԹԱԿԱՆ ՅԱՐՈՒԹԵԱՆ ԵՒ ԱՅԴ 

ՅԱՐՈՒԹԵԱՄԲ ՀԶՕՐԱՑՈՒՑ ԻՐ ԿԵԱՆՔԸ» 

Ն.Ս.Օ.Տ.Տ. ԱՐԱՄ Ա. ԿԱԹՈՂԻԿՈՍ 

 
 

Մեր Տիրոջ ու Փրկիչին Յարութեան Հրաշափառ 

տօնին առիթով, Կիրակի, 16 Ապրիլ 2017-ին, Մեծի 

Տանն Կիլիկիոյ Կաթողիկոսութեան Մայրավանքի 

շրջափակը լեցուն էր հաւատացեալներու հոծ 

բազմութեամբ, որոնք եկած էին լուսաւորուելու եւ 

քաջալերուելու Քրիստոսի մահուան վրայ տարած 

յաղթանակով: Հաւատացեալներու կողքին ներկայ 

էին նաեւ այլ համայնքներու հոգեւոր թէ 

քաղաքական պատասխանատուներ ու 

ներկայացուցիչներ, որոնք եկած էին շնորհաւորելու 

Նորին Սրբութեան Ս. Զատիկը: 
  

Զատկական Ս. Պատարագը մատուցեց ու իր 

հայրապետական պատգամը փոխանցեց Ս. 

Աթոռոյս Գահակալ՝ Ն.Ս.Օ.Տ.Տ. Արամ Ա. Վեհափառ 

Հայրապետ։ Սուրբ Պատարագի երգեցողութիւնը 

կատարեց Մեծի Տանն Կիլիկիոյ Կաթողիկոսութեան 

«Շնորհալի» երգչախումբը, ղեկավարութեամբ՝ Հոգշ. 

Տ. Գարեգին Վրդ. Շխրտըմեանի: 
  

Նորին Սրբութիւնը իր պատգամին մէջ խօսելով 

Քրիստոսի Հրաշափառ Յարութեան տօնի 

խորհուրդին մասին հետեւեալ տողերուն մէջ 

ամփոփեց Յարութեան նպատակը. «Քրիստոս 

հալածուեցաւ, չարչարուեցաւ, խաչուեցաւ, 

թաղուեցաւ եւ Յարութիւն առաւ՝ որպէսզի իր 

Յարուեամբ մեզի Կեանք պարգեւէ: Աստուած մեզի՛ 

համար մարդացաւ, չարչարուեցաւ ու խաչուեցաւ ու 

դարձեալ մեզի՛ համար Յարութիւն առաւ, որպէսզի 

Քրիսոտսի օրինակին հետեւլով մահով մահը 



յաղթենք, Խաչով՝ մեղքը յ ու Աստուածորդիին 

Յարութեամբ Կեանք ունենանք»: Նորին Սրբութիւնը 

կարեւորութեամբ շեշտեց Յարութեան Հաւատքի 

անհրաժեշտութեան մասին, ըսելով. «Այսօր մեր 

ժողովուրդը որքա՜ն պէտք ունի Յարութեան 

շունչին, Յարութեան հաւաքին ու յարութեան 

տեսիլքին, որովհետեւ առանց անոնց մեր կեանքը 

պիտի դատարկուի իր իմաստէն, խորքէն ու 

նպատակէն: Հայ ժողովուրդը իր դարաւոր 

պատմութեան ընթացքին երբ հանդիպեցաւ 

փոթորիկներու, նայեցա՛ւ Քրիստոսի Յաղթական 

Յարութեան եւ այդ Յարութեամբ թրծեց, շաղախեց, 

իմաստաւորեց եւ հզօրացուց իր կեանքը: Նոյն այդ 

Յարութեան ոգիով է որ կրցաւ տոկալ ու դէմ դնել 

ամէն տեսակ դժուարութեանց, ու մի՛շտ ալ 

Յարութիւն առաւ, Քրիստոսի օրինակով մահուան 

վրայ յաղթանակ տանելով»։ 
  

Վեհափառ Հայրապետը իր պատգամը եզրափակեց 

հաւատացեալներուն կոչ ուղղելով՝ վերանորոգելու 

մեր քրիստոնէական կեանքը Քրիստոսի 

Յաղթական Յարութեամբ, Անով 

պայծառակերպուելու եւ առաջնորդուելու դէպի 

բարի եւ խաղաղ նաւահանգիստ: 
  

Սուրբ եւ Անմահ Պատարագի աւարտին, Ս. 

Զատկուան տօնին առիթով Արամ Ա. Կաթողիկոս 

շնորհաւորանքներ ընդունեց Հոգեւոր Պետերու, 

քաղաքական ու ազգային ներկայացուցիչներու եւ 

բարձրաստիճան պատասխանատուներու կողմէ: 

 

 

Excerpted from the Armenian Apostolic Church of America 
(Eastern Prelacy) … 
 

Eastern Prelacy Embraces  
“Year of Renewal” with Assignment of  

Youth Ministry Coordinator 
By Sossi Essajanian 
  

 NEW YORK, NY—In his yearly message, Catholicos Aram 
I announced 2017 as the Year of Renewal, highlighting 
renewal as one of the goals of the Bible and a foundational 
idea in the church’s mission. The Catholicos notes, “The 
standard-bearers of this very important task of renewal must 
be the Armenian youth, because they are intimately 
knowledgeable of the current conditions, concerns, and 
challenges of the world. And, therefore, they feel the actual 
need for renewal and they can also bring important help to 
the collective effort of renewal with their expertise and new 
ideas.” The Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church recently focused their efforts on these words, creating 
new structures and platforms through which the youth can 
engage. 
 At the 2016 National Representative Assembly, delegates 
passed a resolution initiating the creation of a new Youth 
Ministry Coordinator. Aimed at engaging youth to be active 
parish members, the new coordinator will be working toward 
establishing youth ministers within each parish and 
coordinating with other church and community leaders to 
address the needs of the youth. Efforts will be aimed toward 
maximizing opportunities so that the ministry grows in 
participants, Armenian Apostolic Church faith, and spiritual 
leadership within each parish. 
 With the task and parameters set, the 
Prelacy began a search for a candidate 
to fulfill this mission. They found the 
motivation and qualities needed in 
Annie Ovanessian. In a recent 
interview, she shared what excites her 
about the position. “As Armenian 
Christians, we all have been blessed 
with having a legacy of faith and 
perseverance from which we continue to benefit,” she says. 
For Ovanessian, those who served faithfully in the church are 
living examples of being Christian and particularly Armenian 
Christians. From these foundations, she says, “I am excited to 
lay the next stones down to help honor the efforts of all those 
that came before me and hopefully help ensure that by doing 
so the legacy not only lasts but thrives in the generations to 
come.” Her new role will allow her the opportunity to do just 
that by working with others to plan and carry out ministry 
by, with, and for the youth in programs that include worship, 
study, fellowship, service and retreats. 
 Archbishop Oshagan, the Prelate, warmly welcomed the 
new initiative and Ovanessian who will lead the effort to 
establish youth ministers in Prelacy parishes. “We envision 
this to be, at the least, a four-year plan to serve Christian 
education for the youth,” the Prelate says and then adds, 
“When we say ‘youth’ it is not necessarily just a matter of age. 
It could include anyone who does not know about 
Christianity and the faith and history of the Armenian 
Church.” 



Our Sunday School News 
Kindergarten 

 

In the Kindergarten Sunday School Class, we are 

learning about God's love, Bible stories, such as 

Creation, and Noah's Ark. We start each Sunday 

morning with the Hayr Mer  and prayers. We read 

a new Bible story every week and do a coloring 

sheet and craft on the topic of the Bible story. 

After we talk about the story and do our craft, 

the children spend some time playing together and 

growing their friendships. 

Jessica Nacaroglu, Teacher 
 

 
 

   

 

A NOTE: This year, having been designated as a 

Year of Renewal, our Sunday School students, along 

with their teachers, recently concluded a fundraising 

project to benefit the Armenian children of Syria.  

Our students worked diligently making cross 

necklaces. These necklaces were sold at our fall 

bazaar and for several weeks on Sundays following 

Soorp Badarak. We were very pleased to forward 

$2,098.00 to the Prelacy to help, in some small way,  

the plight of our Armenian children living in Syria.  

Saturday, April 1st, Regional Meeting of 
the Armenian Religious Education Council 

(AREC) hosted by the  
Sts. Vartanantz Church Sunday School 

 

 
The participants following a wonderful meeting and fellowship 

provided by some of the devoted ladies of our church. 
 

 
From L to R: Diramayr Gloria Nazarian, Joanne  

Robertson, Mary Quam, and Rose-Marie Krikorian.  
Not pictured: Noreen Melikian LaFazia 

 

Please Join Us for Bible Study 
 on Monday Evenings at 7 pm 

 

Church Summer Schedule will commence  
on Sunday, May 28th. 

Soorp Badarak will begin at 9: 30 am. 
 

Attention 
Please note that the deadline for the submission 

of articles, pictures etc. to the Gantegh for publication 

is the 15th of each month to be included in the next 

issue. Please adhere to the deadline and email your 

submissions to pauline@stsvartanantzchurch.org. 

Your assistance is greatly appreciated! 



On Palm Sunday, it is a tradition in the Armenian 
Church for the young children to lead the 

procession around the church (Tapour) at the 
beginning of the Divine Liturgy. It is in 

remembrance of how the children walked with 
Jesus and praised Him as He went into Jerusalem 

on that first Palm Sunday. Following are some 
photos of our children leading the procession. 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 
 

Der Gomidas blessed the palms 
on Palm Sunday. 

 
  

Our Godfather of the Opening of the Curtain 
was Stephen Mesrobian, who served in  

honor of his father, Antranig Mesrobian. 

 
 

Der Kapriel during the Turunpatzek  
(Opening of the Gate) service. 

 
 

 



Washing of the Feet Service  
on Maundy Thursday, April 13th. 

 

 

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   
 

    
 

    
 

Our church was blessed by the presence of 
His Eminence, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, 

who presided over the  
Good Friday service on April 14th. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Altar Candles 
 

In Loving Memory of Harry Derderian 
 in remembrance of his name day 
 by Mrs. Shirley Derderian and Family 
 

In Loving Memory of John Hovaness Kushigian 
 on the occasion of his 35th anniversary 
 by Harry and Claire Kushigian 
  

Altar Flowers 
 

In Loving Memory of the Deceased Members of 
 the Navoian, Haroian, and Bogoian Families 
 by Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Fellabaum 
 

In Loving Memory of Lloyd A. G. Rustigian, Esq. 
 on the occasion of his 40th day remembrance 
 by Michael Shooshan, Sonya Shooshan, 
 Barbara DeDonato and Family 
 

In Loving Memory of Mesrob Mesrobian 
 by Mrs. Joan Mesrobian and Family 

 

Altar and Easter Flowers 
 

In Loving Memory of Haroutiune and  
 Baidzar Stepanian 
 by Margaret Stepanian 
 
 

Sts. Vartanantz Church 
Outreach Fund 

 

 

Please consider making a donation to the  
Sts. Vartanantz Church Outreach Fund. This 
program’s purpose is to provide financial help 
for those parishioners who have fallen on hard 
times. All donations should be designated for 
the “Outreach Fund." Also, please note if you 
would like your donation to remain anonymous. 
 

The following donation was designated for the 
Outreach Fund: 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Tarbinian, Jr. 
In honor of the ordination of their son, Garo 
as Tbir on Vartanantz Day         $ 300 

 

Palms for Palm Sunday 
 

In Loving Memory of Peter Mantaian and 
 First Lt. Charles Yaghoobian 
 by Mrs. Martha Mantaian and Family 

 

Donations  
 

Mrs. Alice Dolbashian         $ 500 
 In Loving Memory of her husband, Paul Dolbashian 
 

Mr. Stephen Mesrobian         $ 500 
 On the occasion of serving as Godfather of the 
 Opening of the Curtain in his father, Anto 
 Mesrobian’s, honor 
 

Mr. Michael Shooshan and 
 Ms. Sonya Shooshan                    $ 500 
 In Loving Memory of Lloyd A. G. Rustigian, Esq. 
 

Mrs. Ginny Hovanesian and Family       $ 200 
 In appreciation to Der Kapriel for 
 Graveside Service  
 

Anonymous           $ 150 
 To help offset expenses associated with the 
 Summer Bible Camp 
 

The Estate of John Hovaness Babigian       $ 100 
  

Ms. Pamela Benjamin         $ 100 
 In Loving Memory of Margaret Benjamin  
 and Kim Benjamin 
 
The following donations were designated for the 
“Gantegh”: 
 
 

Mrs. Van Karoghlanian         $  25 

Mrs. Robina Chatalian Poschmann       $  25 
 

 

Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners, 

Sts. Vartanantz Church sent a check in the 

amount of $1,100.00 for Artsakh Relief to the 

Prelacy from the second plate collection in 

April to benefit the families of those soldiers 

who so courageously lost their lives in  

defense of their homeland. 
 

 



THE AYF YOUTH CENTER  
Fundraising effort is continuing  
with thanks to the kindness and 

generosity of the following donors: 
 

  Gregory and Mara Derderian  $500.00 

  Joyce Yeremian    $500.00 

  Hazel and Shakay Kizirian   $300.00 

  Ramon and Sonia Zorabedian  $250.00 

 

 

Spiritual Bouquet Cards 

are available for 

Prayers for Healing or Deceased 
 

These cards are to be sent by you to the family 

indicating your intentions.  They may be 

obtained at the Pongal or from the Church 

Office.  Donation for the cards is $10 each. 

Please complete the appropriate form with the 

requested information so that Der Hayr may 

offer Silent Prayers for the individual(s) at the 

appropriate time during the Divine Liturgy. 
 

 

Requiem Services 
 

May 7 
Isabel Ashukian; Ardashes “Jack” Atamian; Araxi, Jack and 
Minas Atamian; Marion Bramley; Zaroohi Cheteyan; Marie 
Diarbian; Paul Dolbashian; Nishan Elmasian; Dorothy 
Goorigian; Archdeacon Arshavir Harmaian; Yeghsig and 
Harry Mahdesian; Mary Markarian; Michael Markarian, Sr.; 
Ronald V. Tomasian; Garabed, Tarviz, Michael Manoog, 
Anna and Beatrice Topalian; Ramella, Sarkis,Varad, Louise, 
Nora,  Khatchig and Yegsig Varadian; Levon Vartan; 
Richard "Dick" Zorabedian 
 

May 14 
Deceased Members of the Ladies' Guild; Haig and Mariam 
Barmazian; Sarkis Jean Chamalian; Levon and Christine Der 
Sahagian; Florence and Harry Garabedian; Nanig and 
Alexander Goorigian; Anahid and Haroutune Hindoyan, and 
Yervant and Nora Eshkanian; Mariam and Stepan 
Mesrobian, and Mary and Charlie McGowan; Dickran and 
Yeghsa Nahabedian; Jack Nezamian, Hagop, Anna and Mary 
Kasparian, Lucy Nezamian, and Harry Kachougian; Vernas 
Simonian; Harry and Rena Tavanian  
 

May 21 
Serpohie, Sirapie, Haroutune and Stephen Atamian; Raffi 
Derderian; Khatchadour Donoyan; Krikor and Baizar 

Garabedian; Aram and Baby Alec Joharjian, and Aharonian, 
Aronian, Kelengian, and Tarbinian Families; Edward S. 
Kopoian; Peter Peligian; Emma Petrosova; Arshak Sahak 
Sahakian; Christine Nazarian White; Nelly Ayvasian Yervant 
 

May 28 
Mariam Varteres and Yeghsa, John and Sarah, Edward and 
Rose, Henry and Celia, and Harry and Irene Aharonian; 
Krikor Diarian, Diramayr Asnik Donikian and Altheah 
Kouyoumjian; Harry Garabedian; Rev. Yeghishe and Yn. 
Negtar Gasparian; Esgouhi Hajian; Paul Sr., Goldie and 
Charles "Chuckie" Haroian; Stepan, Hripsime, Vasken, Mary, 
Aghvani and Paul Kanarian; Khachkatoon and Markar 
Khimatian, and Khimatian and Mooradian Families; Krikor, 
Azadoohie, Peter Jr., and Peter Koshmatian Sr.; Albert 
Meldonian; George, Bedros and Miriam Navoian, Mel and 
Elizabeth Sarkisian, and George, Manoog and Hegna 
Marashian; Varteni Peligian; Sarkis "Garo" Tarbinian; 
Charles Garabed, Bayzar and Nazelie Varadian 
 

June 4 
Setrag and Okia Balemian; Charles Bargamian; Aram Peter, 
Hunazant, Armenag and Peter K. Bedigian; Michael Der 
Manouelian; Maragaret Bedrosian Diggle; Harold Goodwin; 
Hamayag Kahrimanian; Rahel Kodos; Ohannes, Hermena, 
Peter and Albert Malkasian; Sarkis Movsesian; Melkon, 
Miriam, Santoogt, Markar and Joseph Rafaelian; Hovanes, 
Siroon, Arthur, Margaret, June and Gabriel Surabian, and 
Antranig, Varant and Lalezar "Lolly" Surabian Varjabedian; 
Manuel Tavitian and Dionysia (Soula) Tavitian 
 

June 11 
Arpine Aznavorian; Alice Bagian; Dr. Edward A. Dayian; 
Sarah Kachadourian; Armenouhi Kanarian; Ousanna 
Kazandjian; Antranik Khatchadourian; Katherine Manoogian; 
Mesia and Hyganoush Michaelian; Mardiros Serabian; M. 
Allen Shartzer and Kachadour Melikian; Stepan Stepanian; 
Genieve Takian 
 

June 18 
Rosalie Ahlijanian; Kazar Aramian; Adrina Baligian; Parazem 
Dagermandjian; Tamar and Manoog Engustian; Arshag, 
Tarviz, Richard and Geraldine Gudoian; Verkin and Agop 
Kessimian; Stephen Sr. and Stephen La Fazia Jr.; Sarkis and 
Pereza, Peter and Barbara, Sarkis and Ruth, and Charles 
Matoian; John Ornazian and Giragos Manoog Giragosian; 
Serob Tahmassian; Ohannes, Elizabeth and Lucy Tavanian; 
Haig Varadian 
 

June 25 
Azniv Killerjian Aposhian; Asadour and Siranoush Boyajian; 
Michael Boyajian; Khatchik Emdjian; Manoog, Calipse, and 
George "Frenchy" Gregorian, and Krikor and Agavnie 
Esraelian; Anna Kashmanian; Doing, Varvar and Mary 
Markarian, and Thomas Sr., Thomas Jr., and Margaret 
DePalma; Seta, Arys, Haig and Arax Missakian, and Melidos 
and Christine Najarian; Elizabeth Ogasian; Lucia and Armen 
Tamamian; Annie Tomasian  
 



 

Please Note!! 
If you would like to receive the latest 
church news in a timely fashion and on a 
weekly basis, please SIGN UP NOW for 
our WEEKLY E-BULLETIN by emailing 
the church office at: 

pauline@stsvartanantzchurch.org 
You may also choose to receive your 
monthly GANTEGH the same way. When 
you receive these emailed versions of our 
church news, the pictures are current and in 
color, as are the flyers for upcoming events. 
We encourage you to sign up now! 

 

Eternal Rest 
 

Edward S. Kopoian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on April 12, 2017 

 

Fortieth Day Remembrances 
 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 

Edward S. Kopoian 

will be said on May 21, 2017 
 

Men’s Club News 
 

On Friday, April 7th, the Men's Club and women of 
Sts. Vartanantz Church helped their fellow men and 
women who needed a hand when it came to getting 
fed some much-needed dinner. No one plans to be 
homeless and desperate, and while there are plenty of 
things that are difficult to deal with in life, going to 
bed hungry should not be one of them. Thanks again 
to Joyce Yeremian who generously donated the funds 
for the meal. 
 

 
 

A couple of weeks ago, the American flag was replaced 
with a new one at the Armenian Heritage Park on 
Douglas Avenue. While this is a normal occurrence as 
the flags become weathered, the story behind this 
particular American flag is notable. It was donated by 
Almas Kalafian and was the flag that was draped on 
her grandfather's casket at his burial. His name was 
Garabed Sahagian, and he was one of the founding 
members of our church. Mr. Sahagian was a World 
War I veteran and was born on February 15, 1895, and 
passed on July 29, 1969. Thank you to Almas for her 
generosity in allowing the use of such a special flag at 
the Heritage Park. 

 

 
 

 

ARMENIAN RELIEF SOCIETY NEWS 
ARS “ANI” CHAPTER -- MAY  2017 

 

The ARS "Ani" Chapter held its first EASTER PARADE 
with students from the Mourad Armenian School and 
Sunday School on Sunday, April 2nd in the Aramian 
Auditorium. A light luncheon was served. Everyone was 
treated to a clip from the movie, "Easter Parade," featuring 
singing and dancing by Fred Astaire and Judy Garland. 
Following the clip, our students held their own parade 
around the auditorium to everyone's delight. 
 

 
 

mailto:info@stsvartanantzchurch.org


ARS Ani Chapter Easter Parade! 

 
 

 
 

 

HAMAZKAYIN OF RI 
 

 The Providence community witnessed a unique and 
wonderful concert performed by the Miqayel Voskanyan 
and Friends Band, accompanied by the multi-talented 
Sevana Tchakerian on Friday, March 31, 2017 at Sts. 
Vartanantz Church. 
 Mikael Voskanyan and his Ensemble are an 
Armenian jazz-folk band from Yerevan. The group was 
formed in 2011, and features the tar at the center of its 
music, presenting the Armenian traditional music in a 
new wave of unique sounds.   
 Sevana Tchakerian is French-Armenian and a 
member of the “Meds Bazar” band. She plays multiple 
instruments and sings traditional Armenian songs. She 
joined Miqayel Vokanyan and Friends for their US 
tour.  
 While Miqayel Voskanyan and Friends Band is 
highly popular in Armenia, their tour of the US in 
March was nothing short of spectacular. The band has 
performed throughout the world, including Europe 
and Asia and made its Providence debut on Friday 
March 31, 2017. 
 Several times during the concert the audience gave 
the group a standing ovation and thundering applause. 
The repertoire included many traditional Armenian 
favorites; some composed by Gomidas and presented 
in new and unique musical arrangements, as well as 
new fusion sounds composed by the artist himself, 
which delighted the audience. Most of the songs were 

featured on their latest album MVF (Songs like Kele 
Kele, Lucine, Gakavig, Sari Aghtchig, Al Aylough, Zinch oo 
Zinch or Zoma Zoma). 
 The Providence Hamazkayin sponsored the concert 
and filled the tables with mezze and wine. It was an 
enjoyable evening long to be remembered. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



ANC-RI NEWS 
 

Armenian Genocide and Jewish Holocaust  
Recognized at RI State House 

An historic event took place at the RI State House on 
Thursday, April 13th,  as the Armenian Genocide and 
the Jewish Holocaust were recognized together in a 
resolution introduced by State Representative Katherine 
Kazarian.  State Representative J. Aaron Regunberg 
collaborated with Rep.  Kazarian to introduce the joint 
resolution. Speaker of the House, Nicholas Mattiello,
read the names of the representatives in support of the 
resolution and concluded with the following words, 
“The resolution passes unanimously.” This is the first 
time a resolution commemorating both devastating 
crimes against humanity has been introduced and 
passed in the RI State Legislature, and it coincides with 
the fact that both the Armenian Genocide and Jewish 
Holocaust were remembered on the same date this 
year, April 24th. Rev. Fr. Shnork Souin of Sts.  Sahag 
and Mesrob Church opened the session with a prayer, 
thanking the State of Rhode Island for always doing the 
right thing in recognizing the horrific crime of genocide. 
He was joined by Rev. Fr. Kapriel Nazarian of Sts. 
Vartanantz Church, as well as a large number of 
Armenians, including ANC-RI Chair, Ani Haroian, and 
the Honorable Aram Garabedian. Many members of the 
newly formed Holocaust and Genocide Education 
Committee were also in attendance. The Providence 
Homenetmen Scouts served as flag bearers. It was noted 
by the Speaker that both the Armenian and Jewish 
communities have contributed to the betterment of the 
State of RI in spite of such tragic histories. The 
State recently passed a law requiring that the schools in 
RI teach about the Holocaust and Genocide, including 

the Armenian Genocide.  
  

 

Over the past few weeks, the ANC-RI held several flag- 
raising ceremonies in cities and towns around the State. 
In Cranston on April 20th, Robert Harootunian was 
honored by Mayor Allan Fung, while in North 
Providence on April 21st, Hazel Kizirian was honored 
by Mayor Charles Lombardi. On April 24th, Armenian 
Genocide Commemoration Day, the City of East 
Providence raised the Armenian flag in remembrance 
followed by the City of Warwick on Friday, April 28th, 
where Mayor Scott Avedisian honored Peter “Doc” 
Bedrosian. 

 

        
Cranston 

   

North Providence 

   

East Providence 

   

Warwick 



Armenian Genocide Commemoration 
Armenian Martyrs' Memorial Monument 

North Burial Ground, Providence 
 

On Saturday, April 22, 2017, several members of our RI 
Armenian community came together with the 
Armenian Martyr's Memorial Committee of RI to clean 
up and plant the flowers at the monument in 
preparation for the commemoration of the 102nd 
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide on Sunday, 
April 23rd. It was also the 40th anniversary of the 
erection of the monument. Members of the RI clergy 
participated in the Service of the Holy Martyrs, 
including Archpriest Fr. Gomidas Baghsarian and Rev. 
Fr. Kapriel Nazarian of Sts. Vartanantz Armenian 
Church. United States Representatives David Cicilline 
and James Langevin were in attendance and offered 
their comments, along with RI Governor Gina 
Raimondo and Providence Mayor Jorge Elorza. The 
Providence Homenetmen Scouts performed two songs 
for the commemoration. Pauline Getzoyan and Esther 
Kalajian of The Genocide Education Project's RI Branch 
presented their annual "Genocide Educator of the Year 
Award" to Claudia Traub of Sophia Academy, who 
attended with one of her students, Mariah. The guest 
speaker for the event was Marc A. Mamigonian, 
Director of Academic Affairs of the National 
Association of Studies and Research (NAASR) in 
Belmont, MA. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

   

 

 
 
 



CALENDAR of  EVENTS 
Saturday, May 13 

 AHARI Open House 
Bliss Place, 245 Waterman St., Providence, RI 

12noon - 3pm - Everyone Welcome 
 

ARS Arax Chapter Mother's Day Dinner 
Honoree: Marlene Vichabian 

Crowne Plaza, Warwick - 6pm 
 

Saturday, May 20 
Mourad Armenian School Hantes 

Aramian Auditorium - 6pm 
 

Sunday, May 21 
Sunday School Graduation 

Shushi Liberation and Khanasor Celebration Picnic 
Immediately following Divine Liturgy 

 

Thursday, May 25 
AYF Junior Seminar Fundraiser 

"Cinco de Hayo" 
Taco Dinner & Celebration of Armenia's 

1st Independence 

Aramian Auditorium - Dinner and Program - 7pm 
 

Monday, May 29, Memorial Day 
Requiem Service and Gathering 

Armenian Heritage Park 
Located at the corners of Douglas and Chalkstone Avenues 

in the heart of the Smith Hill section. 
The service will begin promptly at 9am.  

There will be coffee and desserts following  
at the Brooklyn Coffee and Tea House. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

            

Տարեկան Ամավերջի Հանդէս 
Նուիրուած «ՎերանորոգմաՆ Տարուան» և Կոմիտաս Վարդապետին 

Հ ո վանաւ ո ր ո ւ թե ան բ ՝  

Արժ. Տէր Գաբրիէլ Քհն. Նազարեանի 

Շաբաթ,Մայիս 20, 2017 ժամը 6:00-ին ~ Արամեան սրահ 

Յայտագիր – արտասանութիւն, պար և խմբերգ 
Ջանացէք ներկայ գտնուիլ այս եզակի Ամավերջի Հանդէսին, 

Քաջալերելու Հայկական դպրոցը, և հաճելի օր մը վայելելու այս տարուայ ճոխ 
Հայաշունչ յայտագրով՝ ձեր ընտանիքին, ազգականներուն և բարեկամներուն հետ: 

Մուտքը ազատ 

— — — ♦ — — — 
STS. VARTANANTZ CHURCH MOURAD ARMENIAN SATURDAY SCHOOL 

Annual Year End Hantes 
Dedicated to the “Year of RENEWAL” and Gomidas Vartabed 

Under the Auspices of Rev. Fr. Kapriel Nazarian 
Saturday, May 20, 2017 at 6:00 pm ~ Aramian Auditorium 

Program: recitations, dance and chorus 
Make every effort to attend the year end Hantes, to support the Armenian school 

and spend an enjoyable afternoon with your family, relatives and friends. 
Admission is FREE 

ՍՐԲՈՑ ՎԱՐԴԱՆԱՆՑ ԵԿԵՂԵՑՒՈՅ ՄՈՒՐԱՏ ԱԶԳԱՅԻՆ ՇԱԲԱԹՕՐԵԱՅ ՎԱՐԺԱՐԱՆԻ 


