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This special August issue of the Gantegh is dedicated to all of our students. 
  

Der Hayr, the Board of Trustees and the  Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church Community extend 
their sincere Congratulations to all of our high school and college graduates.  We wish them much success 
in all of their future endeavors.  Varskerneed Gadar! 
 

To the students of our Sunday School  and the Mourad Armenian School, we convey our Best Wishes  for 
much success in the coming school year.  Congratulations to our graduates.  Hachoghoutuin! 
 

To our participants in the 2012 Datev Institute,  your representation of our community was exemplary.  
Congratulations to our graduates.  Abrees!  

 

     We are very proud of you!  May God bless you and keep you in His care always. 
 

 

2012  St. Gregory of Datev Institute  Graduates with Fr. Nareg Terterian (Dean) and Dn. Shant Kazanjian 
(AREC Director) are, left to right, Eric Pjojian, Shant Eghian, James Mengouchian, Martha Sieger, 

Nazelie Doghramadjian, Anahid Keshishian, Anna Shadoyan.  Eric and Shant are from our community.



Congratulations to all of Our 2012 Graduates 

Best Wishes for much success in all of your future endeavors. 
 

 
Alec Comella 

Alek  is a graduate from Providence Country Day School. 

During his four years there he was a member of the student 

council,theater dept. tech crew,and photography club. He 

recently won second place in the R.I. Congressional Art 

competition. Alek is a graduate of Sts. Vartanantz Sunday 

School ,a member of the Armenian Youth Federation and 

Armenian Students Association. He is the son of Gary 

Comella and Elyse Kaprielian. Alek is the grandson of the 

late Vartkes and Betty (Dolbashian) Kaprielian,Caroline 

and the late Agostino Comella. He is the brother of Ani 

Elizabeth Comella. Alek will be attending the University 

Of Massachusetts Dartmouth in the Fall.  

 

 
Anna-Marie Danayan 

Anna-Marie, daughter of Garabed and Nvard Danayan, 

graduated with Honors from the Masters Regional 

Academy. Throughout her high school years, she has 

received many awards including “Student of the Month,” 

“Most School Spirit” and numerous Science Fair Awards. 

Besides being an active member of school sports such as 

track, soccer and basketball,  Anna-Marie received awards 

in ice skating and dance competitions. In February of this 

year, she began her first mission trip to Belize. One of 

Anna-Marie’s important responsibilities is to be involved in 

the Armenian Church community. She actively participates 

in the events of the recognition of the Armenian Genocide. 

Anna-Marie is a member of Sts. Vartanantz Church Choir, 

the AYF and the National Society of High School Scholars. 

This fall, Anna-Marie will attend Rhode Island College to 

study Biology. 

 

 
Stephanie Donoyan 

Stephanie, daughter of Nerses and Roxanne Donoyan, 

graduated with First Honors on June 15, 2012 from Lincoln 

High School.  Stephanie was a member of the National 

Honor Society, RI Honor Society, and National Business 

Honor Society.  Throughout high school, Stephanie 

enjoyed volunteering as a part of community service as 

well as being a member of Rachel’s Challenge (promoting 

kindness and compassion).  Stephanie was also a pre-

school teacher at Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic 

Church Sunday School and prior as an assistant of which 

she is also a graduate.  Stephanie will be attending 

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 

this fall as she continues to further her education in pre-

med. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Andrew Gregory Harootunian 

Andrew, son of Bob and Elena Harootunian and brother of 

Scott Harootunian of Cranston graduated from Johnson & 

Wales University on May 19, 2012.  He received  a 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Management and a minor in 

Entreprenuership.  Andrew runs his own vending machine 

company, A&A Vending.  Also, he will be joining Alex 

and Ani, Inc. in Cranston in July as an Transitional 

Operations Coordinator. 

 

 
Garabed Koosherian 

Garabed graduated from Bishop Hendricken High School 

(Class of 2012) in the top ten.  He will be attending College 

of the Holy Cross in the fall where he plans to major in 

Economics and Foreign Language.  As a performer, 

Garabed was a flutist in the Bishop Hendricken Concert 

and Marching Bands, as well as the Wind Ensemble.  He 

also is a ballet dancer with the State Ballet of Rhode Island 

since 2010 where he has performed company roles in 

Coppélia and variations from Balanchine's Tarantella.  He 

will be continuing ballet at Ballet Arts Worcester come 

autumn. 

 
Jason Pojoian 

Jason  is a recent graduate of Cranston High School West 

where he was a member of the National Honor Society and 

Rhode Island Honor Society.  He was also a member of the 

tennis team, orchestra, and theatre department technical 

crew.  Jason is an assistant Sunday School teacher at 

church, a graduate of Datev and a member of the Armenian 

Youth Federation.  He is the son of Debra and Robert 

Pjojian and the grandson of Stella and John Takian and the 

late Arakel and Eugenia Pjojian.  Jason will be attending 

the University of Rhode Island in the fall majoring in 

mechanical engineering. 

 

 
Narine Taraksian 

Narine, daughter of Harout and Anoush Taraksian, 

graduated from Cranston High School West on June 

16, 2012. She was a member of both the Rhode 

Island and National Honors Society along with the 

Spanish Language Honors Society. Throughout her 



years at West, she was involved in the Freshman 

Mentors Program as well as Class Council. Outside 

of school, she is an active part of our church 

community. She is an AYF member, a HMEM 

scout, a former Armenian School Teacher and a 

Sunday school teacher. Come September, she will 

be attending the University of Rhode Island - 

College of Nursing. 

 

 

 

 

 
Ani Zabelle Megerdichian 

Ani graduated on May 20, 2012 from Quinnipiac 

University with a Bachelor's Degree in Health Science. She 

is currently pursuing a Master of Health Science Degree at 

Quinnipiac University in the Physician Assistant Program. 

She is the daughter of Megerdich & Sandra Megerdichian 

and granddaughter of Mariam Mkrtschjan.. She was an 

executive member of the Physician Assistant Club at Q.U. 

from 2009-2012. During her college career, she acquired 

certification as an Emergency Medical Technician and has 

served as a Physical/Occupational Therapy Aide, Dental 

Assistant, Emergency Room Admission Assistant, Nursing 

Assistant and AYF Camp Haiastan Counselor. She is 

currently an active member in the AYF serving on its 

Central Executive Committees since 2009. 

 

 
Ari Dikran Nalbandian 

Ari is the son of Maggie and Ara Nalbandian of Cranston, 

RI. He is a graduate of Bishop Hendricken High School in 

Warwick, RI (2008).  He graduated from Providence 

College magna cum laude with a BS in Biology. During his 

time at PC, he participated in PC’s Youth Ministry program 

and the annual American Cancer Society Relay for Life. As 

a member of the Board of Multicultural Student Affairs, he 

helped found the Providence College Armenian Society. 

His four years of hard work and bodily sacrifice as a 

member of the PC Men’s Rugby Football Club have earned 

him a nomination for the USA Rugby Academic All 

American award, bestowed by the sport’s national 

governing body. He will move on to attend New York 

Medical College in Valhalla, New York. 

 

 
Robert Nazarian 

Robert, son of Harold and Debra Nazarian and grandson of 

Charles and Gloria Nazarian and Theresa Guinta, graduated 

from the College of the Holy Cross on May 25, 2012.  

Robert received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Mathematics 

and Physics with Magna Cum Laude honors.  He is a 

member of Pi Mu Epsilon (National Mathematics Honor 

Society) and Sigma Pi Sigma (National Physics Honor 



Society).  During his four years at the College of the Holy 

Cross, Robert worked as a researcher in the Physics 

Department as a Sherman Fairchild Grant Fellow and as a 

NASA and MIT Space Grant Consortium Fellow.  He also 

completed his undergraduate thesis on the BP oil spill and 

spent significant time as a volunteer for campus and 

community projects.  This August, Robert will attend 

Princeton University where he will pursue a PhD in 

Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences.  In this program, he 

will be conducting research on Ocean Dynamics and 

Circulation at the U.S. Government NOAA Laboratory. 

 
Mark Norigian  received a Masters of Science in 

Administration of Justice Degree from Salve Regina 

University.  He is currently a Patrolman with the 

North Providence Police Department.  Mark has 

served on the Altar of Sts. Vartanantz Church since 

the age of 14 and is one of our Archdeacons.  The 

son of Mariam and the late Melkon Norigian, Mark 

and his wife, Melissa are the proud parents of a son, 

Ryder.   
 

Annual Souren Mouradjian Arts 
Achievement Awards 

 

On Sunday, July 22, 2012, the Men's Club of Sts. 
Vartanantz Church hosted a Fellowship Hour during 
which the recipeints of the annual Souren Mouradjian 
Arts Achievement Awards were announced. To 
qualify for the award, the high school senior must 
have done well academically, be involved with the 
church and/or the organizations and participate in 
some art-type program whether that be music, dance, 
art, teaching etc. 
 

This year marked the 4th time these awards were 
handed out by Mr. Mouradjian who has served the 
church for close to 7 decades, mostly as it's Choir 
Director. 
 

This years recipients were as follows: 
  

 Alek V. Comella              
 Garabed H. Koosherian  
 Tamar Dairbi     
 Nareh Mkrtschjan  
 Anna-Marie H. Danayan             
 Jason R. Pjojian  
 Stephanie Erica Donoyan    
 Narine Taraksian 
 Sevan Van Zobian 

 

Three of the recipients were not able to be present 
because of other commitments. Stephanie Donoyan 
was at her college orientation, Nareh Mkrtschjan was 
working as a counselor at Camp Haiastan and Tamar 
Dairbi was in Javakhk, Georgia also working at a 
camp sponsored by the AYF. 
  

Der Vasken, who was covering for Der Hayr had 
some encouraging words for the recipients who have 
all brought honor and pride to the church, their 
families and this community. 

Steve  Elmasian 

Men's Club 
 

 

Sts. Vartanantz Church 

Sunday School 
 
The Sts Vartanantz Church Sunday School students and 

teachers enjoyed a very active and productive school year. On 

Sunday, September 11, 2011 in the Aramian Auditorium a 

“Welcome” Breakfast Buffet greeted registering students. 

They happily chatted with each other, greeted their new 

teachers and enjoyed a delicious breakfast made by Men’s 

Club members Jim Colangelo, Armand Kibarian and Tom 

Kizirian. Teacher, Melissa Simonian welcomed students, 

teachers and parents and presented an overview of the 

educational and social events for the coming year.  The 

excitement of seeing friends after the summer was a delightful 

sight to see. 

 

Calendar of Events 
September 

 “Welcome Breakfast, Registration, Open 

House and Teacher’s Dedication Service 
 

       October 

 8
th

 graders carved pumpkins according to a 

Pumpkin Carving Prayer 
 

      December 

 Sunday School sponsored a trip to 

LaSalette Shrine 

 A joyous celebration of the birth of our 

Lord Jesus in a Christmas Pageant 

beautifully performed by our students for 

parishioners under the direction of  

Yertzgeen Joanna Baghsarian 
 

       January 

 “Welcome Back” Breakfast for students 

and parents. 

       March 

 

 Bowling Party provided an afternoon of 

fun with competition by grade level. 

 Family Game Night: An evening of fun   

             with refreshments and games for all ages. 



             Students had the opportunity challenge,  

             other students parents or teachers. 

 AREC Teacher’s Conference & Christian 

Education:  Held in Watertown, MA with 

the theme “Learning and Living the Gospel 

through the Liturgical Year”.  An 

interesting and informative lesson was 

given by Deacon Shant Kazanjian 

 

 Maundy Thursday: 6 students and their dads  

                         took part in the Washing of the Feet Service. 

 

 Palm Sunday:  Younger children colored 

Easter eggs using onion skins, an Armenian 

tradition, while older students, under the 

direction of trustee Harout Taraksian learned 

to make crosses from palms.  

 

        April 

 Maundy Thursday:  12 students participate 

in the Washing of the Feet service. 

 Sunday School Exchange Program: We 

welcomed students from Sts. Sahag & 

Mesrob Church Sunday School and the 

Armenian Euphrates Evangelical Church 

Sunday School with a sumptuous breakfast 

buffet again served by our Men’s Club.  Of 

special interest and concern to everyone, 

Chief Judge of Rhode Island Family, our 

own Haiganush Bedrosian, spoke about 

“Bullying” and  answered our question.  

Additionally, in honor of Green Sunday, all 

students received a plant to take home. 
 

      May 

 Melissa Simonian’s 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 graders 

planted flowers along the handicap ramp on 

the side of the church. 
 

June 

 8
th

 Grade Graduation:  Graduates Nayiri 

Bekiarian and Alyssa Kanis were 

introduced to the parishioners by teacher, 

Sandra Bogosian with a Bible verse chosen 

explicitly for each one.  Each student then 

read and explained their favorite verse from 

the Bible. Der Hayr awarded the graduates 

their well deserved diplomas and a Study 

Bible of their own. 
 

During the school year students receive Holy Communion on 

a staggered class basis; Der Hayr presents an object lesson 

monthly; Parishioner Dale Quam gives a biblical lesson to all 

students during our monthly assembly.  Additionally, students 

participate in Armenian Youth Day; and are encouraged to 

participate in the RI Food Bank Program as a lesson in giving 

to others in the community.  We have a Junior Trustee 

Program for 8
th

 grade students.  Once a month, they take on 

the role and duties of the trustees during the Divine Liturgy.  

They assist during Holy Communion, collect the offering, 

distribute, light and collect candles during the Requiem 

Service, and share Mas at the end of the service.   
      

Our Sunday School prepares our students to know and love 

Christ, live a Christian life and take on the leadership roles 

they may one day assume in our church. 
 

Parents, grandparents and Godparents:  please register your 

child/children on Sunday, September 9, 2012 to be a part of 

our Sunday School family.  All are welcome! 

  

Mary Fermanian, Director 

 

 
Our 2012 Graduates 

   Nairyi Bekiarian     Alyssa Kanis  
 

 

As a project for her English class, Rachael Minassian, a 
member of the Providence AYF Chapter and Sts. Vartanantz 
Church Sunday School, was asked to write a letter to her 
favorite author and explain what inspired her about the 
particular book. She chose "Forgotten Fire" by Adam 
Bagdasarian. The letters were entered into a contest (sponsored 
by "Letters for Literacy").  Rachel was the prod winner for her 
division (grades 9 through 12) within the state (she's actually a 
ninth grader at Cranston West). 
 
Dear Mr. Bagdasarian, 
 I am writing to tell you that your book “Forgotten 
Fire” is by far the best book that I have ever read.  So few 
books are written about the Armenian Genocide, and it 
pains me that the United States doesn’t recognize the mass 
killing.  Because the United States is allied with Turkey, the 
initiators of the genocide, they cannot commemorate the 
millions that lost their lives.  As an Armenian, I can really 
relate to the book.  
  As I read the story, I was filled with anger over 
the injustice of the massacre.  Not only did the book open 
my eyes to something awful and inhumane, but it also 
instilled in me a love and pride for my heritage that had 
been weak.  I feel a strong connection to the persecuted 



Armenian family in the story.  Throughout the novel, rape, 
poison, starvation, exhaustion, and disease all contribute to 
the book’s intensity.  I thought that every event in the plot 
was full of power and emotion, but there was one part in 
particular that really stood out to me.  When Armenouhi 
poisons herself in order to keep from being raped and 
murdered, I felt a raw and clenching pain in the pit of my 
stomach.  She is the sister of the main character Vahan 
Kenderian, and I felt like I knew her personally.  My eyes 
filled with tears when Vahan and the remainder of his 
family see her dead body in a pile of manure.  She had 
been tossed aside as if she was garbage --- something that 
had never been of any importance.   
 Though the book has an excellent, enrapturing 
plot, the ending is tragic.  Before Vahan knew it, darkness 
had crept upon and shrouded his life.  The entire family of 
Vahan, a mere teenage boy living in Armenia, had been 
killed mercilessly.  He was alone and helpless in a country 
divided, and he was left to fend for himself.  As quick as a 
wink, his comfortable and pleasant innocence had been 
taken away.  He even had to witness everybody he cared 
about die a painful and terrible death.   
I can’t say that Vahan’s struggles made me like Armenian 
food more.  I can’t even say that I’d willingly listen to 
Armenian music.  I don’t know if I’ll ever grow to prefer 
these things, but I do know one thing.  I now appreciate 
the close bond among all Armenians.  I used to think of 
the relaxed atmosphere at our church as strange, since the 
Catholic churches that I had visited were much more 
formal.  I never understood why two Armenian people 
who met at random could chat for hours.  After I read this 
book it made sense to me.  When we were in trouble, we 
relied on each other to help us out.  Fellow Armenians 
took in Vahan and gave him temporary homes.  They 
protected him from harm and discovery.  Now, there are 
so few of us that we’ve learned to love and accept each 
other with all of our flaws.  Every Armenian function is 
like a family party because of our great affection for our 
own people.  I also appreciate what I have and the place I 
live in because of this book.  It brought to my attention 
that happiness is as fragile as a china plate perched on the 
edge of a shelf; it could shatter at any moment, so we must 
enjoy and relish it while it lasts.  Because of my passion for 
the book, I was even able to convince my parents to read 
it.  I consider this a feat because the only material they ever 
read is the newspaper.  My mother is pure Armenian, while 
my father is only half.  Needless to say, they were both 
moved deeply by the novel.  They were extremely 
impressed by the courage and tenacity displayed by Vahan, 
and at times I would come into my mother’s bedroom to 
find her crying silently while reading the novel.  I know 
that if I had been in Vahan’s position, I wouldn’t have 
been able to keep myself alive. 

  Unlike most of the works I’ve read, I will not 
forget this story.  It made a big impact on my view of life, 
and its message has branded me permanently.  In 
particular, the lessons of cherishing your family and loving 
one another will always stay with me.  Every time I get 

upset with my mother, father, or sister, I think of Vahan’s 
family and how they would’ve given anything to get back 
to simpler times.  I have also joined the Armenian Youth 
Federation in hopes of connecting with fellow Armenians. 
Since reading the book, I know that I will never give up in 
the fight for recognition of the Armenian Genocide. 

Respectfully, 

Rachael Minassian 

Bring Your Children to the 

MOURAD ARMENIAN SCHOOL 

on Saturday, September 8, 2012 
 

Once again, the staff of the Mourad Armenian School 
welcomes the children of the Providence community to 
the beginning of a new school year. Our devoted 
instructors are ready to teach the Armenian language, 
history, and culture through music and dance lessons. 
 

To enumerate the many reasons why one should study the 
Armenian language would take pages. Most importantly. 
the Armenian language is the identity of our people and 
the protector of our faith.  
 

The Mourad Armenian School provides a safe, learning 
environment as well as an wonderful opportunity to make  
life-long friends. Avail yourselves of this instruction and 
observe your child grow from a beginner, learning the 
Ayp-pen-keem, to becoming a teen who has the basic 
foundation of the Armenian language.  A special 
Armenian-as-a-Second-Language Class is also available for 
those who do not speak Armenian at home.  The 
following are brief descriptions of the major class groups: 
 Kindergarteners are introduced to the Armenian 
alphabet through songs and visual aids, with stories and 
games to reinforce lessons. 
 The Primary Grade Students (1st -3rd grades) learn 
the sounds of the 38 letters and are guided to form words  
and simple sentences. Grammar instruction starts with 
basic lessons in sentence structure, capitalization, and 
punctuation marks. Vocabulary development is taught  
using visual games  such as “Memory” and “Bingo”. 
Interactive software is also used. 
 At the Intermediate Level (grades 4 - 6), the 
students begin to read stories  about daily activities of 
childhood and historical and religious events. Grammar 
involves learning to conjugate verbs and declension of 
nouns. Writing short paragraphs, letters and seasonal cards 
give practice in using grammatical  rules.  
 The upper classmen (grades 7 - 9) are able to read 
any written material within their comprehension level. 
They continue learning grammar with emphasis on using 
the rules to aid expression.  
 

Armenian History is taught  in all grades. Kindergarteners 
learn the names of our religious and historical  leaders. 
Using the timeline concept, students start with the legendary 
heroes of ancient Armenia, through the various dynasties, 
the Genocide and modern Armenia. 
 



Children of 4 ½ to 14 years of age are eligible. Classes are 
held every Saturday from September to June from 9:00 am 
to 1:00 pm. A schedule of No School Days is distributed  on 
the first day of school- Saturday, September 8, 2012. Please 
pack a light lunch and drink for your child. 
 

We look forward to another year full of excellent 
educational experiences. 
 

Փրովիտէնսի Մուրատ Ազգային  Վարժարանի 

Ամավերջի Հանդէս 

Նուիրուած`« Հայ Գրքի Տպագրութեան 

500ամեակին» 
 

Փրովիտէնսի Մուրատ Ազգային  Վարժարանի ամավերջի 

հանդէսը նուիրուած` հայ գրքի տպագրութեան 

500ամեակին, տեղի ունեցաւ Կիրակի , Յունիս 10, 2012 

Գրէնսթընի Հօբ Հայլէնտ  դպրոցի սրահին մէջ: Տէր Հօր 

բացման աղօթքէն ետք  երգուեցան  «Մեր Հայրենիք»  եւ 

«Թող Միշտ Պանծայ Մեր Հայ Դպրոց» քայլերգները 

աշակերտութեան կողմէ։ Խնամակալ Մարմնի 

ատենապետ` Պր. Յակոբ Խաչատուրեան  յայտնեց իր 

շնորհակալական խօսքերը տնօրէնուհի՝  Տիկ. Անահիտ 

Քիպարեանին, ուսուցչակազմին և ծնողներուն,  որոնց 

գործակցութեան շնորհիւ յաջող տարի մը եւս բոլորեցինք: 

Ան յայտնեց որ 2012 տարին  հռչակուած է « Հայ Գրքի» 

տարի Արամ Ա.Կաթողիկոսի կողմէ , որուն պատգամէն 

մէջբերելով   մատնանշեց  թէ  ինչպէս «Ոսկեդարէն մինչեւ 

մեր ժամանակները,հայ գիրքը եղաւ ամենօրեայ աղբիւր 

լոյսի,յոյսի,հաւատքի եւ իմաստութեան,ուղեցոյց ու 

ճանապարհ քրիստոսակեդրոն եւ հայահոծ կեանքի»։ 

        Մանկապարտէզի մանուկները երգեցին  «Ծափիկ, 

ծափիկ» եւ «Արեւ,արեւ» երգերը,որմէ ետք միջին կարգի 

աշակերտները արտասանեցին Ժագ Ս. Յակոբեանի 

«Հայերէն Գիրք» քերթուածը։ Անգլիախօս դասարանի 

աշակերտներն ու փոքրերը մեծ խանդավառութեամբ 

երգեցին «Կը Հնչէ Զանգը» եւ «Հայաստանը Պէտք է 

Ծաղկի» երգերը, դաշնակի ընկերակցութեամբ ` երգի 

դասատու եւ շնորհալի դաշնակահարուհի`Տիկ. Այտա 

Գալիքեանի:  Աւարտական դասարանի աշակերտներն ու 

օգնական շրջանաւարտներէն  մի քանին,առաջին անգամ 

ըլլալով  բեմ բարձրացան որպէս դերասաններ, ու 

ներկայացուցին «Կիրակոս Աղային Ճաշարանը » 

ծիծաղաշարժ  զաւեշտը , բեմադրութեամբ՝  թատրոնի 

ուսուցիչ՝ Պրն. Համազասպ Ռշտունիին, արժանանալով 

բուռն ծափահարութեան։ 

 Տնօրէնուհի` Տիկ. Անահիտ Քիպարեան խօսք 

առնելով  շեշտեց հայ գրքի կարեւոր դերը հայ դպրոցին, 

հայ ընտանիքին, ու   հայ մանուկին հայեցի 

դաստիարակութեան  մէջ։ Ան շնորհակալութիւն յայտնեց  

այն ծնողներուն, Հ.Օ.Մ.ի ու եկեղեցւոյ քոյր 

կազմակերպութիւն- ներուն, որոնք յատկապէս օգտակար 

կ’ըլլան մեր դպրոցին իրենց ծառայութիւններով: Մեծ 

ուրախութեամբ ան յայտնեց թէ  յայտագրի երկրորդ 

բաժնով, ներկաներուն պիտի հրամցուի սքանչելի պարեր 

ու երգեր բոլորովին նոր,  շատ ճոխ ու գունազարդ  

տարազներով,նուիրուած եւ կարուած պատուական  

ծնողքի մը կողմէ ,յանձին՝ Տօքթ. Ազնիւ Չալըգեանին եւ իր  

ազնուափայլ մօր՝ Տիկ. Ազատ Օզցոլաքի։ Անոնց 

սիրայօժար  նիւթական օժանդակութիւնը եւ ամիսներու 

տքնաջան  աշխատանքը  յայտնապէս արդիւնաբեր 

դարձան երբ բծախնդրօրէն ձեւուած, կարուած, ու 

զարդարուած  հայկական ճաշակաւոր տարազներով  բեմ, 

բարձրացան ժպտուն    աչքերով ,հպարտ   կեցուածքով 

խանդավառ   մօտ    35 աշակերտներ։ Մեր նախկին 

շրջանաւարտներէն ՝Պրն. Ռաֆֆի Ռշտունիին տաղանդը 

,որպէս  պարուսոյց, ի յայտ եկաւ իր սորվեցուցած   

գեղեցիկ պարերով, յատկապէս «Նիննօ Պար» եւ 

«ՔէլէքՎրէն», որոնք արժանացան բուռն 

ծափահարութեան։  

Հանդէսին իւրայատուկ փայլ աւելցուց  

աւարտական դասարանի աշակերտուհի՝ Անոյշ 

Չալըգեանը որ այնքան հարազատօրէն մեկնաբանեց 

Կոմիտասի «Քելեր,Ցոլեր » երգը իր դիւթիչ, թաւշային 

անոյշ ձայնով։ 

  Ներկաներուն խանդավառութիւնը իր 

գագաթնակէտին հասաւ  երբ  բոլոր աշակերտութիւնը 

բեմին վրայ շարուած գեղեցիկ տարազներով , մեծ 

եռանդով կատարեցին  նախ   «Հայ ենք Մենք»երգն ու 

պարը , մենակատարութեամբ նախկին շրջանաւարտ՝ 

Շանթ Եկեանին   ու ապա «Մենք ու Մեր Սարերը»  

երգախառն պարը, առաջնորդութեամբ  երգի դասատու՝ 

Տիկ. Այտա Գալիքեանին, որուն երաժշտական  եւ 

ուսուցչական կարողութեան շնորհիւ  այսպիսի բարձր 

որակի հանդէսներ կը ներկայացուի մեր դպրոցին կողմէ։  

Հայ Oգնութեան Միութեան կողմէ, Ընկ. Ճօյս 

Երեմեան  կատարեց շարադրական մրցումի  

մրցանակաբաշխութիւնը: Մեր վարժարանի 

աշակերտներէն  մրցանակներ շահեցան Ճօրճ Տօնոյեան, 

Տաթեւիկ Խաչատրյան: Տնօրէնուհին երկայացուց 

շրջանաւարտ օգնականները –Մկրտիչ 

Արսլանեանը,Սեւան Զօպեանը Յարութ Թաշեանը ,Նարէ 

եւ Նարեկ Մկրտիչեանները,  որոնք կամաւոր կերպով 

բոլոր տարին օգտակար դարձան դպրոցին,  

ուսուցչուհիներու կողքին աշխատելով:  Շրջանաւարտ  

օգնական ուսուցչուհի Նարէ Մկրտիչեան արժանացաւ  

Տօքթ.եւ Տիկ. Արա Սատանեանցի  հաստատած Մակի 

Նալպանտեան Կրթանպաստի Հիմնադրամի նուէրին, որ 

կը  յատկացուի համալսարան յաճախող Մուրատ 

Ազգային Վարժարանի շրջանաւարտի մը։ 

Յայտագրի աւարտին, եկեղեցւոյս հովիւ` Արժ. Տ. 

Ա.Քհնյ. Կոմիտաս Պաղսարեան իր խօսքով շնորհաւորեց  

շրջանաւարտները, որոնք հանդէսէն առաջ 

մասնակցեցեան Սուրբ Պատարագին,  արտասանելով 

«Հաւատամք»ը , կարդալով օրուայ աւետարանի 

ընթերցումը, փոխանցելով ողջոյնը որպէս   կրտսեր 

հոգաբարձուներ,  յոյս  ներշնչելով  բոլորիս որ անոնք 

ապագային  պիտի  մասնակցին մեր գաղութի  կեանքին , 

մօտ մնալով հայ դպրոցին եւ եկեղեցիին: Հետեւեալ   

աշակերտները  ստացան իրենց վկայականները  –

Ճիօվանի Ագչեան, Կարէն Զօպեան, Փօլ Մինասեան, 

Ալիսա Պէյլի, իսկ Արման Գալիքեան, Յակոբ 

Թարաքսեան, Անոյշ Չալըգեան եւ Ճօրճ Տօնոյեան  

աւարտեցին պատուոյ յիշատակութեամբ։ 



Տնօրէնութեան, ուսուցչակազմի, եւ Չալըգեան 

ընտանիքի նման նուիրեալ ծնողներու  ջանքերուն, 

նուիրումին,   տքնաջան աշխա- տանքին  ու 

համագործակցութեան  շնորհիւ այս աննախընթաց  

հանդէսը   դարձաւ յիշատակելի օր մը դպրոցի 

պատմութեան մէջ։  

Մակի  Նալպանտեան 
                                              

Mourad Armenian School 
 Hantes and Graduation 

 

The end-of-the-year Hantes and Graduation of the Mourad 
Armenian School of Sts. Vartanantz Church took place on 
Sunday, June 10, 2012.  The Graduating class began the day 
at church wearing choir robes, reading from the Gospel, and 
reciting the Nicene Creed in Krapar from memory.  They 
continued to serve by assuming the following Trustees’ 
duties: Giving the Kiss of Peace, passing donation plates, and 
distributing candles during the Requiem Service. 
 

In the afternoon, the entire student body and teaching staff 
gathered at Hope Highland Elementary School to present a 
program of recitations, a playlet, songs, and dances for 
parents and guests.  
 

Mr. Hagop Khatchadourian, school committee chairman, 
greeted the audience and gave an overview of Aram I 
Catholicos’ proclamation for the year 2012 “Year of the 
Armenian Book.”  He stated that it was also the 500th 
anniversary of the Armenian printing press.  His heartfelt 
speech included quotes from the eloquent message of the 
important role the Armenian school has in perpetuating the 
language through the reading of books.  He praised the staff 
in its very important role in achieving this goal. 
 

Archpriest Gomidas Baghsarian gave the invocation and 
asked the students to join him in reciting the Hayr Mer and 
the prayer asking for wisdom.  The singing of “Mer Hairenik” 
and “Togh Meeshd Banzah,” the school anthem, by the 
students accompanied by Mrs. Aida Kalikian, music director, 
started the program. 
 

The first performers were kindergarteners who sang and used 
hand motions to familiar childhood songs “Tsapeeg, 
Tsapeeg” (Clap, Clap), and “Arev, Arev” (the Sun).  A group 
of intermediate students recited Jacque Hagopian’s “Hayeren 
Keerg” (the Armenian Book) in which they promise to 
preserve the golden letters of its creator, Mesrob Mashdots.  
Next primary grade and Armenian-as-a-Second Language 
classes sang “Guh Hunche Zanke” (the School Bell Rings) 
and “Hayasdan Bekt e Tasghee” (Armenia Must Bloom). 
 

Mrs. Maggie Nalbandian, master teacher, introduced the next 
phase of the program by setting the scene for the graduating 
classes’ presentation of the playet, “Geeragoss Aghayee 
Jasharane” (Girgagos’ Restaurant).  The comedy deals with 
the difficulty the waitpersons and the owner have 
understanding the wishes of non-Armenian speaking 
customers.  A friend of the owner, an inept translator, who 
knows only a smattering of French and English tries to 
translate their dinner orders.  The ensuing confusion caused 
by the misinterpretations was appreciated by the audience as 
heard by their loud and sustained laughter. 
 

The first dance was performed by third, fourth, and fifth 
graders dressed in new costumes provided through the 
generosity of Dr. Aznif Calikian and her mother, Mrs. Azad 
Orzolak.  Mother and grandmother of two of our students, 
they had done the work of a whole committee – buying 
fabrics, decorations, stockings, and shoes.  During the entire 
spring months they designed and sewed the spectacular 
costumes for 35 performers.  The dances lit up the stage with 
their enthusiasm and quick steps.  Catching their spirit, the 
audience joined by clapping to the music. 
 

In her message, Mrs. Kibarian, co-director, recognized and 
thanked the many individuals and groups who support the 
school.  She reiterated for non-Armenian speakers of the 
audience the significance of Catholicos’ Aram I 
proclamation.  She stated that Armenian books are the major 
resources the teachers use to transmit our language, faith, and 
culture.  She added that a student who grows in an 
environment where books are valued, will follow the example 
of adults by reading to gain knowledge and extend his 
horizons. 
 

Next, Anoush Calikian, a member of graduating class, sang 
Gomidas’ hauntingly beautiful “Kelel Halel.”  Her unusual 
soprano voice and resonant voice of Shant Eghian were 
discovered by Mrs. Aida Kalikian during music class.  The 
two young singers both entertained the audience with 
resounding success. 
 

Following the solo, the stage was filled with the older 
students dressed in their new outfits dancing to the tune 
“Kelek Vuren.”  Students who were once awkward and 
clumsy learning the dance steps just a few years ago have 
developed into disciplined performers under the leadership of 
Mr. Raff Rachdouni, graduate, aide and now faculty member 
of the school.  Involved in many aspects of our community, 
Raffi has become a productive team member of the school..  
A rousing rendition of “Hye Yenk Menk” (We Are 
Armenians) was sung by the older students with Shant 
Eghian, graduate, as soloist and danced by the younger 
students. 
 

During the awards presentations, Mrs. Joyce Yeremian, 
representing the A.R.S. “Ani” chapter presented 
Honorable Mention Awards for their essays to George 
Donoyan and Datevig Katchatryan.  Students with perfect 
attendance were: Arpi Donoyan, Maral Zobian, Rosie 
Avakian, Aleksander and Aram Diarbian, Nerses Donoyan, 
Armen Eghian, George Donoyan, and Arman Kalikian.  For 
their invaluable service as aides to the classroom teachers – 
Nareh and Nareg Mkrtshjan, Mgrditch Arslanian, Harout 
Tashjian, and Sevan Zobian were presented with tokens of 
appreciation. 
 

Nareh Mkrtshjan, graduate and aide for the past three years 
received the “Maggie Nalbandian Mourad Armenian School 
College Bound Scholarship”.  She will matriculate at the 
University of Connecticut in the fall. 
 

For the finale, a short documentary of scenes from Armenia 
were shown as a narrator recited “Yes Eem Anoush 
Hayastan” to set the scene for the last song “Menk oo mer 
Sarere” (We and our Mountains).  The audience gave a 



standing ovation as teachers and aides joined the performers 
as they sang, danced, and waved the tri-colors. 
 

Der Gomidas gave his message commending the teaching 
staff, parents, individuals, and organizations who support the 
school.  He asked them to continue serving this important 
organization of the church.  As Mrs. Maggie Nalbandian, 
teacher of the graduates, read their names, Der Hayr gave a 
diploma and an Armenian Holy Bible to: Giovanny Aktchian, 
Alyssa Bailey, Paul Minassian, Garen Zobian, and graduating 
with distinction – Anoush Calikian, George Donoyan, Arman 
Kalikian, and Hagop Taraksian. 
 

After Der Hayr’s benediction, everyone left delighted by the 
outstanding performances of the students.  The staff and all 
those involved were gratifies by the appreciation the audience 
showed the performance.  It was  a memorable Hantes. 

Mrs. Anahid Kibarian 

 

Our 2012 Graduates 
 

 
   

   Giovanni Aktchian            Arman Kalikian 
   Alyssa Bailey                   Paul Minassian 
   Anoush Calikyan             Hagop Taraksian 
   George Donoyan              Garen Zobian 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

*************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

Please  Remember  to  Register 
Your  Children 

 

Mourad Armenian School 
Saturday, September 8, 2012    9:30 am 

 

Sts Vartanantz Church Sunday School  
Breakfast and Open House 
Sunday, September 9, 2012 


